
The Book of Revelation 
Chapters 12–14 
 
Opening 
 
Chapter 12 of Revelation begins the last major section of the book that covers 12:1–22:21. The focus 
of this section is the “time of the end” when the “mystery of God will be finished” through the 
preaching of the everlasting gospel of Christ by His “servants the prophets”—the remnant.  
 
The bridge text to this section is the last verse of chapter 11: 
(Revelation 11:19) Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was 
seen in His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail. 
 
NOTE: Re-read the opening commentary on the book of Revelation that identifies where chapter 12 
fits into the outline of the overall story. 
 
Chapter 12 
 
The Woman 
 
(Revelation 12:1–2) Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the 
moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars. 12 Then being with child, she cried 
out in labor and in pain to give birth. 
 
(1) “a great sign” 
 
Being a “sign,” this is not a literal woman. Nor does it support the conclusion of some Catholic 
scholars that the woman refers to Mary, the mother of Jesus. 
 
(1) “a woman…” 
 
The story parallels Genesis. A woman, a serpent, a deception, etc.  
 
Woman = the church; begins with Jewish and continues with Gentile. 
 
(Isaiah 54:5–6) 5 For your Maker is your husband, The Lord of hosts is His name; And your Redeemer 
is the Holy One of Israel; He is called the God of the whole earth.  6 For the Lord has called you Like a 
woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, Like a youthful wife when you were refused,” Says your God. 
 
(Jeremiah 6:2) I have likened the daughter of Zion to a lovely and delicate woman. 
 
(2 Corinthians 11:2) For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you to one 
husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 
 



Sun = A reflection of the Sun of righteousness. 
 
The brightness of the woman’s appearance is the glory of the gospel. 
 
(Malachi 4:2) But to you who fear My name the Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in His 
wings… 
 
Moon = steadfast witness 
 
She is standing on the reflection of the light of the gospel in the OT Scriptures. Jesus said they 
“testify of Me” “(John 5:39). 
 
It remains a testimony of Christ for the church to the end: 
(Psalm 89:37) It shall be established forever like the moon, even like the faithful witness in the sky.” 
 
Twelve stars = twelve sons of Jacob, twelve tribes, twelve disciples/apostles. There is intended a 
clear continuity between the people of God in the Old Testament and apostolic church. 
 
This garland is a crown of victory, one that is promised to God’s faithful people several times in the 
book. 
 
It bears a striking resemblance to Joseph’s dream: 
(Genesis 37:9) Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, “Look, I 
have dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down 
to me.” 
 
(2) “being with child” 
 
The woman in labor is a reference to her turmoil right before the first advent of Christ. They were in 
darkness due to the misapprehension about God. 
 
The Dragon 
 
(Revelation 12:3–5) And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having 
seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. 4 His tail drew a third of the stars of 
heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to 
give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born. 5 She bore a male Child who was to rule all 
nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was caught up to God and His throne. 
 
(3) “another sign” 
 
The battle is depicted between the two signs—the people of God (v1) and Satan, the dragon.  
 
(3) “dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems” 



 
This image of a seven-headed monster was a familiar myth to ancient civilizations. OT authors also 
wrote about Leviathan, the dreaded sea monster. 
 
(Psalm 104:25–26) 25 This great and wide sea, in which are innumerable teeming things, living things 
both small and great. 26 There the ships sail about; there is that Leviathan which You have made to 
play there. 
 
Notice the connection between Leviathan and the serpent: 
(Isaiah 27:1) 1 In that day the Lord with His severe sword, great and strong, will punish Leviathan the 
fleeing serpent, Leviathan that twisted serpent; and He will slay the reptile that is in the sea. 
 
(4) “His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven” 
 
Satan’s tail was in reality the deceptive tale he told to the angels about God’s character.  
 
(Isaiah 9:13–15) 13 For the people do not turn to Him who strikes them, nor do they seek the Lord of 
hosts. 14 Therefore the Lord will cut off head and tail from Israel, palm branch and bulrush in one day. 
15 The elder and honorable, he is the head; the prophet who teaches lies, he is the tail. 
 
A third of heaven’s angels were deceived. A huge number indicating the deceptive power that Satan 
possesses.  
 
Knowledge begins with the information we take in. There is great power in the words we use.  
 
(John 6:63) It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are 
spirit, and they are life. 
 
This also reveals how the great controversy is a universal conflict, not just localized to Earth. 
 
(4) “threw them to earth” 
 
This does not mean that the earth in its perfect state was inhabited by Satan and his angels. The 
earth did not become Satan’s dominion until Adam and Eve were deceived into sin. This is when 
Satan and his angels were restricted to Earth.  
 
Ellen White reveals that other worlds were tested by temptation: 
 
(Early Writings, p. 39) The Lord has given me a view of other worlds. Wings were given me, and an 
angel attended me from the city to a place that was bright and glorious. … Then I saw two trees, one 
looked much like the tree of life in the city. The fruit of both looked beautiful, but of one they could 
not eat. They had power to eat of both, but were forbidden to eat of one. Then my attending angel 
said to me, “None in this place have tasted of the forbidden tree; but if they should eat, they would 
fall.” 



 
(4) “stood before the woman … to devour her Child” 
 
Satan tried numerous times to kill Jesus. Listen to the description of the first attempt recorded in the 
gospels:  
 
(Matthew 2:13–16) 13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I 
bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.” 14 When he arose, he took the 
young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, 15 and was there until the death of 
Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of 
Egypt I called My Son.” 16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was 
exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem 
and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had determined 
from the wise men. 
 
Of course there were many other times throughout His life that Satan sought to take His life. 
 
(5) “She bore a male Child … caught up to God and His throne” 
 
Jesus was caught up to heaven’s throne room 40 days after the cross.  
 
(Acts 1:9) Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud 
received Him out of their sight. 
 
Paul tells us where Jesus went: 
(Ephesians 1:20–21) 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him 
at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all principality and power and might and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. 
 
Notice how Christ’s ascension to the throne of God was an act of giving Him dominion over all things.  
 
The Wilderness 
 
Because Satan could no longer touch Jesus physically, he shifted his attention to the church. The 
church would become the focus of Satan’s attack.  
 
(Revelation 12:6) Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, 
that they should feed her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days. 
 
But Jesus protected His church and saw to its care and survival. 
 
(6) “the woman fled into the wilderness” 
 



At this point the woman is the church of Israel. Due to the Jewish nation’s rejection of their Messiah, 
it was cut off from the faithful remnant.  
 
(Acts 13:45–46) 45 But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy; and 
contradicting and blaspheming, they opposed the things spoken by Paul. 46 Then Paul and Barnabas 
grew bold and said, “It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first; but since 
you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles. 
 
This debunks the dual covenant theory. There is a clear transition from the Israel the nation to Israel 
the church. Paul addresses this in his letter to the Romans. 
 
(Romans 9:6–8) 6 But it is not that the word of God has taken no effect. For they are not all Israel who 
are of Israel, 7 nor are they all children because they are the seed of Abraham; but, “In Isaac your 
seed shall be called.” 8 That is, those who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of 
God; but the children of the promise are counted as the seed. 
 
Jesus did not cut off the nation of Israel from redemption on a personal level. They could be grafted 
back into Israel: 
(Romans 11:23) And they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able 
to graft them in again. 
 
(6) “one thousand two hundred and sixty days” 
 
Here we see one of several references to the 1,260-year prophecy from 538–1798. 
 
[PDFs of two documents for further reading.] 
 
“The early church and the Protestant Reformers not only held to the historicist method of 
interpreting Daniel and Revelation; they also consistently held to the year-day principle of the time 
prophecies in apocalyptic literature. The year-day principle is the basic diagnostic difference 
between historicism and the other schools of interpretation.” (Song for the Sanctuary, Dr. Richard 
Davidson) 
 
War in Heaven 
 
(Revelation 12:7–9) And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; 
and the dragon and his angels fought, 8 but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in 
heaven any longer. 9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, 
who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 
 
“War broke out in heaven” 
 



This war in heaven was mostly a war of ideas. This does not mean that there is not physical conflict 
between the forces of good and evil, but the emphasis here is on the “tale” told by Satan to deceive 
a third of the angels. 
 
(Ephesians 6:12) For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places. 
 
Satan’s rebellion before or after creating the world? It appears that the rebellion began when the 
creation of the world was being discussed and that Jesus was given the responsibility for doing it. 
Satan then rebelled before the world was actually created. Its downfall had become personal to him.  
 
First read the story in The Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 1, p. 27. Specifically this paragraph: 
 
God assembled the angelic host to take measures to avert the threatened evil. It was decided in 
Heaven's council for angels to visit Eden and warn Adam that he was in danger from the foe. Two 
angels sped on their way to visit our first parents. The holy pair received them with joyful innocence, 
expressing their grateful thanks to their Creator for thus surrounding them with such a profusion of 
his bounty. … The angels graciously and lovingly gave them the information they desired. They also 
gave them the sad history of Satan's rebellion and fall. They then distinctly informed them that the 
tree of knowledge was placed in the garden to be a pledge of their obedience and love to God; that 
the high and happy estate of the holy angels was to be retained upon condition of obedience; that 
they were similarly situated; that they could obey the law of God and be inexpressibly happy, or 
disobey, and lose their high estate, and be plunged into hopeless despair. (p. 32) 
 
The following quotes contribute to the discussion: 
 
Satan was once an honored angel in heaven, next to Christ. … But when God said to His Son, "Let us 
make man in our image," Satan was jealous of Jesus. He wished to be consulted concerning the 
formation of man, and because he was not, he was filled with envy, jealousy, and hatred. He desired 
to receive the highest honors in heaven next to God. Until this time all heaven had been in order, 
har-mony, and perfect subjection to the government of God. (Early Writings, p. 145) 
 
Before the fall of Satan, the Father consulted His Son in regard to the formation of man They 
pur-posed to make this world, and create beasts and living things upon it, and to make man in the 
image of God, to reign as a ruling monarch over every living thing which God should create. When 
Satan learned the purpose of God, he was envious at Christ, and jealous because the Father had not 
consulted him in regard to the creation of man. The envy and jealousy of Satan increased. Until his 
rebellion all heaven was in harmony, and perfect subjection to the government of God. Satan 
commenced to insinuate his dissatisfied feelings to other angels, and a number agreed to aid him in 
his re-bellion. (Spiritual Gifts, vol. 3, p. 36) 
 



The rebellion began before the six-day creation week during the design phase. We do not know 
exactly when he was cast out of heaven (compared to the six-day creation week), but we know that 
his rebellion was fully formed by the time he appeared in the garden to tempt Eve. 
 
“Michael” 
 
Who is Michael? You have to look at all the evidence of Scripture to answer the question. But when 
you do, the answer becomes clear that Michael is Jesus.  
 
Jude explains that Michael is an Archangel: 
(Jude 1:9) Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body 
of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!”  
 
The name Michael means, “who is like God.” Jesus is made in the likeness of mankind physically, but 
also in the likeness of God spiritually. 
 
Notice how Zechariah equates God with the Angel of the Lord: 
(Zechariah 12:8) In that day the LORD will defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; the one who is feeble 
among them in that day shall be like David, and the house of David shall be like God, like the Angel of 
the LORD before them. 
 
Most objections to Michael as Christ come from the idea that Michael is an angel. But the Bible 
reconciles this issue. Angel means “messenger.” 
 
Several times the “Angel of the Lord” appeared to a chosen leader: 

• Abraham (Genesis 22:11–18) 
• Moses (Exodus 3:2–6) 
• Gideon (Judges 6:22–24) 

 
Notice that in each case the “Angel of the Lord” was God Himself.  
 
Daniel talks about Michael: 
(Daniel 12:1) At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince who stands watch over the sons of 
your people… 
 
A prince is a son of a king. This prince is the same one identified in Daniel 9 as “Messiah the Prince” 
(v25), the Son of God. Not only does Jesus stand up during the last day time of trouble, He stood up 
during the death of the first Christian martyr, Stephen (Acts 7:56). 
 
Then Paul says that Jesus returns to earth with the voice of an archangel: 
(1 Thessalonians 4:16) For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.  
 
Satan and Angels Cast Down 



 
(Revelation 12:10–11) Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and 
the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our 
brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down. 11 And they 
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love 
their lives to the death. 
 
“the power of His Christ have come” 
 
Because of Christ’s sacrifice, resurrection, and ascension to the throne, His salvation, strength, 
kingdom, and power is freely given to mankind. We are partakers of these blessings by claiming 
God’s promises. 
 
(2 Peter 1:2–4) 2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 
Lord,  3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,  4 by which have been given to us exceedingly 
great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
 
“the accuser of our brethren … has been cast down” 
 
The devil is the accuser of the brethren. He made constant accusations before the throne against 
God’s people about why they cannot be saved. He is now no longer permitted to do this.  
 
The “cast down” is not the original casting out of heaven, but that he is no longer permitted access 
to Heaven’s courtroom.  
 
(John 12:31–33) 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.  32 
And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.”  33 This He said, signifying by 
what death He would die. 
 
“overcame him by the blood of the Lamb…” 
 
This allows us to overcome the enemy and His temptations by the blood of the Lamb.  
 
But they also overcame through their testimony. Notice here that they overcame even in death. Our 
love and loyalty to Christ will not allow us to forsake Him, even under the threat of death.  
 
Here is a direct allusion to the persecution of God’s people in ages past and in the future. We must 
be willing to give our life, as He gave His, to overcome the onslaught of the enemy.  
 
Woe 
 



(Revelation 12:12) Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants 
of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows 
that he has a short time.” 
 
“the devil has come down to you” 
 
While the heavens rejoice to get rid of the accuser, the inhabitants of the earth now receive the 
constant attention of Satan and his demonic host.  
 
These are some of the most sobering words in all of Scripture. It is a clear warning for us to be on the 
alert, for our salvation is at stake.  
 
(1 Peter 5:8–10) 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring 
lion, seeking whom he may devour.  9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same 
sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.  10 But may the God of all grace, who 
called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, 
strengthen, and settle you. 
 
“has a short time” 
 
Satan only has a short time left to destroy. As the time of Christ’s appearing nears, the destruction 
from Satan’s hand grows. 
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 589) While appearing to the children of humanity as a great physician 
who can heal all their maladies, he will bring disease and disaster, until populous cities are reduced 
to ruin and desolation. Even now he is at work. In accidents and calamities by sea and by land, in 
great conflagrations, in fierce tornadoes and terrific hailstorms, in tempests, floods, cyclones, tidal 
waves, and earthquakes, in every place and in a thousand forms, Satan is exercising his power. He 
sweeps away the ripening harvest, and famine and distress follow. He imparts to the air a deadly 
taint, and thousands perish by the pestilence. These visitations are to become more and more 
frequent and disastrous. 
 
(Mark 13:33–37) 33 Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time is.  34 It is like a 
man going to a far country, who left his house and gave authority to his servants, and to each his 
work, and commanded the doorkeeper to watch.  35 Watch therefore, for you do not know when the 
master of the house is coming—in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the 
morning— 36 lest, coming suddenly, he find you sleeping.  37 And what I say to you, I say to all: 
Watch!” 
 
Woman in the Wilderness 
 
(Revelation 12:13–17) 13 Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he 
persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male Child. 14 But the woman was given two wings of a 
great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for a time and 



times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent. 15 So the serpent spewed water out of his 
mouth like a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away by the flood. 16 But 
the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the flood which the 
dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 17 And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went 
to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the 
testimony of Jesus Christ. 
 
The rest of the passage is a continuation of the war waged by the dragon/serpent (Satan) against the 
woman (church). 
 
(14) “she might fly into the wilderness” 
 
The woman was protected from the attack of the dragon/serpent for “a time and times and half a 
time.” This is speaking about the same 1260-year period of unrivaled supremacy of the Church of 
Rome and its persecution against the faithful church.  
 
The wilderness is an unpopulated area as opposed to the sea, which is a populous area of the world.  
 
(Leviticus 16:21–22) 21 Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, confess over it all 
the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions, concerning all their sins, putting 
them on the head of the goat, and shall send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a suitable 
man.  22 The goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities to an uninhabited land; and he shall release 
the goat in the wilderness. 
 
The Lord led His people once before into the wilderness. He did so to build their dependence upon 
Him after demonstrating their unbelief in His ability to care for them.  
 
(Exodus 16:2–3) 2 Then the whole congregation of the children of Israel complained against Moses 
and Aaron in the wilderness.  3 And the children of Israel said to them, “Oh, that we had died by the 
hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat and when we ate bread to 
the full! For you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 
 
There is much to learn from our wilderness experiences. Most of the generation of Israelites during 
the 40 years in the wilderness didn’t learn much and then passed away. But we can see with 
hindsight that God uses the wilderness to protect and grow His people, not to harm them. He did the 
same during the 1260 years. 
 
(15) “the serpent spewed water out of his mouth like a flood after the woman” 
 
The water like a flood represents the persecution at the hand of the Roman Church. Papal Rome 
utilized the armies of its supporting kingdoms, and the inquisition of the Jesuit sect, to subdue what 
they called heretics of the church. A conservative estimate is 50 million martyred.  
 
(16) “the earth helped the woman” 



 
It would have been much worse had not the faithful people of God found refuge in the mountains. It 
was God who used these mountains as a defense from the onslaught of Rome and its armies.  
 
(Psalm 62:5–8) 5 My soul, wait silently for God alone, for my expectation is from Him. 6 He only is my 
rock and my salvation; He is my defense; I shall not be moved. 7 In God is my salvation and my glory; 
the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God. 8 Trust in Him at all times, you people; pour out 
your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us. 
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 68) But of those who resisted the encroachments of the papal power, the 
Waldenses stood foremost. In the very land where popery had fixed its seat, there its falsehood and 
corruption were most steadfastly resisted. For centuries the churches of Piedmont maintained their 
independence; but the time came at last when Rome insisted upon their submission. After 
ineffectual struggles against her tyranny, the leaders of these churches reluctantly acknowledged the 
supremacy of the power to which the whole world seemed to pay homage. There were some, 
however, who refused to yield to the authority of pope or prelate. They were determined to 
maintain their allegiance to God, and to preserve the purity and simplicity of their faith. A separation 
took place. Those who adhered to the ancient faith now withdrew; some, forsaking their native Alps, 
raised the banner of truth in foreign lands; others retreated to the secluded glens and rocky 
fastnesses of the mountains, and there preserved their freedom to worship God.  
 
(17) “make war with the rest of her offspring” 
 
The KJV reads “the remnant of her seed.” We see the concept of the remnant throughout Scripture.  
 
Referring to the Seventh-day Adventist Church as the remnant has led some to conclude that the 
teaching is offensive and exclusivist. However, this view is based on a distorted understanding of the 
biblical description and the way Adventists we apply it to ourselves. So, it is important that we 
understand how remnant is used in the Bible in order to avoid rejecting something that is clearly 
taught throughout it.  
 
The idea of the remnant in the Bible refers to a specific group of people that God is using to fulfill His 
purposes for the human race, often in a particular way. Throughout the biblical narrative, the 
remnant people of God fulfilled the task God assigned to them. In doing so they revealed their true 
identity and the depth of their commitment to the Lord. Remnant is shown in contrast to those who 
took a rebellious course of opposing the purposes of God. 
 
(Genesis 7:1) Then the LORD said to Noah, “Come into the ark, you and all your household, because I 
have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation. 
 
(Zephaniah 3:11–13) 11 In that day you shall not be shamed for any of your deeds In which you 
transgress against Me; for then I will take away from your midst those who rejoice in your pride, and 
you shall no longer be haughty In My holy mountain. 12 I will leave in your midst a meek and humble 
people, and they shall trust in the name of the Lord. 13 The remnant of Israel shall do no 



unrighteousness and speak no lies, nor shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth; for they 
shall feed their flocks and lie down, and no one shall make them afraid.” 
 
God’s remnant people were called to humble service to Him. According to God’s grace they became 
His servants commended to proclaim a message of uncompromising truth—one that runs contrary to 
popular opinion. There is no room in the biblical understanding of the remnant for pride and self-
glorification. 
 
(Joel 2:32) And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. For in 
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be deliverance, as the Lord has said, among the remnant 
whom the Lord calls. 
 
The remnant has a message. The Lord declares through Isaiah that this is a message that is guided by 
the divinely given decalogue: 
(Isaiah 8:16–20) 16 Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples. 17 And I will wait on the 
Lord, who hides His face from the house of Jacob; and I will hope in Him. 18 Here am I and the 
children whom the Lord has given me! We are for signs and wonders in Israel from the Lord of hosts, 
who dwells in Mount Zion. 19 And when they say to you, “Seek those who are mediums and wizards, 
who whisper and mutter,” should not a people seek their God? Should they seek the dead on behalf 
of the living? 20 To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is 
because there is no light in them. 
 
(17) “who keep the commandments of God” 
 
The remnant keeps God’s commandments. They obey rather than transgress. The narrative in 
Revelation articulates a clear line of distinction between the those who are faithful to God and those 
who have sided with the rebellion, which flows from the great controversy theme.  
 
(Signs of the Times, February 22, 1899) Satan has called this world his territory. Here his seat is, and 
he holds in allegiance to himself all who refuse to keep God's commandments, who reject a plain, 
“thus saith the Lord.” They stand under the enemy's banner; for there are but two parties in the 
world. All rank either under the banner of the obedient or under the banner of the disobedient. 
 
(Letters and Manuscripts, vol. 15, No. 16, 1900) There are only two parties upon this earth—those 
who stand under the bloodstained banner of Jesus Christ and those who stand under the black 
banner of rebellion. 
 
This line of distinction is not between believers and unbelievers, but genuine believers and professed 
believers in the Christian faith.  
 
(17) “and have the testimony of Jesus Christ” 
 
Throughout history, the testimony of God is given to the people by His servants the prophets. It’s an 
easy step to conclude that the remnant is again His mouthpiece to the world. The phrase “servants 



the prophets” occurs 19 times in Scripture along with other similar references like “menservants” 
and “maidservants” in Joel 2:29. As we will see in chapter 14, the last day remnant has an urgent 
final message to proclaim to the world. 
 
The phrase “testimony of Jesus Christ” helps to identify the last day remnant. 
 
(Revelation 19:10) And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “See that you do not do 
that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! 
For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 
 
The remnant has the gift of prophecy in her midst. As with God’s people in past ages, God still speaks 
through His prophet(s), commissioned to remind the church of its high calling and to provide 
guidance with navigating the challenges of the last days.  
 
Chapter 13 
 
Chapter 13 is a continuation of the final conflict in the great controversy between Christ and Satan.  
 
The story shifts to a closer look at the two powers that Satan will use to assist him in his all out 
assault against the remnant, “who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus 
Christ” (12:17). These powers are symbolized by a sea beast and an earth or land beast.  
 
(Revelation 13:1–4) 1 Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, 
having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous 
name. 2 Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his 
mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and great authority. 3 
And I saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly wound was healed. 
And all the world marveled and followed the beast. 4 So they worshiped the dragon who gave 
authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast? Who is able to 
make war with him?” 
 
The Sea Beast 
 
(1) “a beast rising up out of the sea” 
 
Daniel tells us that a beast in the Bible represents a kingdom:  
(Daniel 7:23) “Thus he said: ‘The fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom on earth…” 
 
This is not the first time in Revelation that we’ve seen a beast that rises. The symbol first appears in 
chapter 11:7 as “the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit”—a description of the secular 
power of France that rose up against the Christian religion during the French Revolution. As we will 
see shortly, this beast will be used by Satan to accomplish his will. 
 
There is a direct connection of this beast to the four beasts in Daniel 7: 



(Daniel 7:2–3) 2 Daniel spoke, saying, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of 
heaven were stirring up the Great Sea.  3 And four great beasts came up from the sea, each different 
from the other.” 
 
What does the sea represent?  
 
The sea symbolizes populous areas of the world: 
(Revelation 17:15) Then he said to me, “The waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are 
peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues.” 
 
The sea also represents the habitation of serpents and monsters from where the powers of evil rise 
to oppress God’s people: 
(Psalm 74:13) You divided the sea by Your strength; You broke the heads of the sea serpents in the 
waters. 
 
(1) “having seven heads and ten horns” 
 
Daniel’s fourth beast that rises from the sea had ten horns. The vision did not mention seven heads. 
 
(Daniel 7:7) “After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, 
exceedingly strong. It had huge iron teeth; it was devouring, breaking in pieces, and trampling the 
residue with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns.” 
 
The ten horns of the sea beast are related to the ten horns of the fourth beast. They symbolize the 
ten kingdoms that rose up after the fall of the Roman Empire.  
 
But what about the seven heads. These seem to represent the kingdoms that oppressed God’s 
people throughout the Middle Ages. Remember, Satan has been active throughout history in one 
form or another. It has been suggested by some that the seven heads are seven systems through 
which Satan propagates his deception and persecutes God’s people.  
 
The ten crowns represent political authority. The primary difference between Daniel and Revelation 
is that the dragon in chapter 12 has a crown on each of the seven heads while the beast has a crown 
on each of the ten horns. It is likely that the heads of the dragon denote Satan’s false claim of 
dominion over the world. The crowns on the horns of the sea beast symbolize the power and 
authority given to the ten kingdoms by the dragon: “The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and 
great authority” (2). 
 
Symbols recap: 

• Beast = Kingdom (world influencing; empires/superpowers) 
• Sea = People or populous area  
• Seven heads = Ideological systems  
• Ten horns = Political powers; nations (same as fourth beast of Daniel 7) 

 



(1) “on his heads a blasphemous name”  
 
The seven heads are false religious systems that have stood in the place of God over the ages.  
 
The blasphemy spoken of here is not cursing against God. Instead, this power claims the prerogatives 
of God. It seeks to stand in His place in self-deification.  
 
This is an ally of the dragon, not only a political power, but a religious one working against God and 
his people. Later in this passage, he will be worshiped and claim authority over religious matters over 
the earth—something that Christ alone possesses (see chapter 4). 
 
The final head (religious system) is none other than the Church of Rome. It is the same as Daniel’s 
little horn that rises up after removing three of the ten kingdoms of the divided Roman Empire.  
 
(Daniel 7:7–8) 7 “After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, 
exceedingly strong. It had huge iron teeth; it was devouring, breaking in pieces, and trampling the 
residue with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns.  8 I 
was considering the horns, and there was another horn, a little one, coming up among them, before 
whom three of the first horns were plucked out by the roots. And there, in this horn, were eyes like 
the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking pompous words. 
 
(2) “like a leopard … bear … lion” 
 
This description of the sea beast is a direct link to the first three beasts (kingdoms) in Daniel 7.  
 
(Daniel 7:4–6) 4 The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings. I watched till its wings were plucked 
off; and it was lifted up from the earth and made to stand on two feet like a man, and a man’s heart 
was given to it.  5 “And suddenly another beast, a second, like a bear. It was raised up on one side, 
and had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. And they said thus to it: ‘Arise, devour much 
flesh!’  6 “After this I looked, and there was another, like a leopard, which had on its back four wings 
of a bird. The beast also had four heads, and dominion was given to it.” 
 
You can see that Revelation has them in reverse order. This is because Daniel is looking forward and 
John is looking back.  
 
(3) “one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded” 
 
When was the Roman Church mortally wounded?  
 
Independence from the Papal States was declared on February 15, 1798 after general Louis 
Alexandre Berthier invaded the city of Rome. The Roman Republic, as it’s known today, was a client 
republic under the French Directory composed of territory conquered from the Papal States. During 
this invasion by Napoleon’s army, Pope Pius VI was exiled to France. He died there the following 
year.  



 
The Roman Republic was short-lived, as the Papal States were officially restored in June of 1800. 
However, this historical event was the beginning of the end for Papal authority, which brought an 
end to the 1260-year authoritative reign by the Church of Rome over Christianity at large.  
 
(3) “and his deadly wound was healed” 
 
Rome had suffered what appeared to be a mortal wound. That wound is the division suffered by the 
church between its adherents and other Christian denominations. However, the wound was not a 
death knell. It has healed as Rome unites again with Protestant churches and gains influence once 
again with the kingdoms of the world. 
 
Some Bible scholars have suggested dates when Rome’s wound was healed. One event is the 
statement by Anglican bishop, Tony Palmer, claiming “the protest is over”—speaking of the 
Protestant Reformation.  
 
“On January 14, 2014, Tony Palmer, a charismatic bishop from a little-known Anglican communion, 
used his phone to shoot a video of a friend—Pope Francis, leader of the world’s 1.2 billion Catholics. 
In the video, Francis opened his heart to a group of Pentecostal leaders affiliated with Kenneth 
Copeland’s ministry. 
     I am speaking to you as a brother,” Francis told them. “Let us allow our yearning to grow, because 
that will allow us find each other, to embrace one another, and together to worship Jesus Christ as 
the only Lord of history.” 
     He added: “the miracle of unity has begun.” … 
     In a fiery speech that set the stage, Palmer read from the 1999 Lutheran-Catholic “Joint 
Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification.” In that document the two confessions declared that 
they share a common understanding of the basis for salvation—and therefore that the central 
theological disagreement of the Reformation had been resolved. As Palmer put it: “The protest is 
over.” 
     Methodists had joined Lutherans and Catholics in signing the declaration in 2006, yet millions of 
Christians had never heard of the declaration and so were living their lives as if the protest was still 
in force. But Palmer didn’t dwell on the past. He had come to the conference to play the role of John 
the Baptist, of a prophet burning to announce something greater that was yet to come. “We are 
living in an incredibly important generation,” he declared. 
     After watching the pope’s greeting on a giant screen, the Pentecostal leaders rose to their feet. 
They prayed for Francis enthusiastically, with their hands raised, in tongues and in the Spirit. “My 
dear sir,” Kenneth Copeland said. “Thank you so, from the bottom of our hearts.” 
 (People of Praise, Christian Community News Blog, May 5, 2015) 
 
Another prominent event is when the Pope addressed the U.S. Congress on September 24, 2015, 
appealing to the world’s leaders to unite to solve the growing challenges in the world.  
 



“The 50-minute address held the chamber, which was packed with ambassadors and supreme court 
justices as well as senators and House representatives, spellbound, a feat seldom seen even during 
presidents’ State of the Union speeches. 
     John Boehner, the House speaker who invited the pope, wept with emotion. The Catholic 
congressman had lobbied the Vatican for two decades for such a day.” (The Guardian, September 24, 
2015) 
 
This event and others since have led to a steady healing of the wound. Certainly, the Roman Catholic 
Church now has a supremacy in Christianity that it did not have just 25 years ago.  
 
(3) “all the world marveled and followed the beast” 
 
The Church of Rome receives the support of all religious entities, especially the apostate churches 
that claim to follow Christ. But non-religious people will also follow the lead of Rome due to its 
political influence throughout the world.  
 
The Roman Catholic Church is adaptable to all religions, as long as it maintains its authority: 
“The missionary history of the church clearly shows her adaptability to all races, all continents, all 
nations. In her liturgy and her art, in her traditions and the forming of her doctrine, naturally enough 
she includes Jewish elements, but also elements that are of pagan origin. … 
     In a certain respect, she has copied her organization from that of the Roman Empire, has 
preserved and made fruitful the philosophical intuitions of Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, borrowed 
from both Barbarians and the Byzantine Roman Empire, but always remains herself, thoroughly 
digesting all elements drawn from external sources. In her laws, her ceremonies, her festivals and 
her devotions, she makes use of local customs after purifying them and ‘baptizing’ them. … 
     ‘This adaptation of pagan customs,’ says Fr. Sertillanges in Le Miracle de l’Eglise, p. 183, prudently 
regulated, allows for the utilization of instincts and sentiments that preserve local traditions, and so 
lends powerful aid to the furthering of the Gospel. … The Church’s cultus of saints and martyrs is a 
helpful substitute and replaces popular divinities in the minds of the populace.” (Twentieth Century 
Encyclopedia of Catholicism, Vol. 88, p. 85) 
 
The openly admit that they embrace religious practices from all kinds of groups. They “baptize” these 
things so as to Christianize them. This is one reason why they will receive the homage of people 
worldwide. 
 
(4) “they worshiped the dragon … and they worshiped the beast” 
 
In submitting to the authority of the beast over world affairs in the last days (church and state 
matters), people will worship the dragon and the Church of Rome. This is what Satan has wanted 
from the beginning. 
 
(Isaiah 14:12–15) 12 “How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut 
down to the ground, you who weakened the nations! 13 For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend 
into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the 



congregation on the farthest sides of the north; 14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will 
be like the Most High.’ 15 Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pit. 
 
This is described by Paul as well: 
(2 Thessalonians 2:1–4) 1 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our 
gathering together to Him, we ask you, 2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit 
or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come. 3 Let no one deceive you 
by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is 
revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is 
worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.  
 
But notice how this happens. How does the church that once protested against Rome decide to 
worship it in the end? 
 
(2 Thessalonians 2:9–12) 9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with 
all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, 
because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this reason 
God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 12 that they all may be 
condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 
 
More About the Sea Beast 
 
(Revelation 13:5–8) 5 And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was 
given authority to continue for forty-two months. 6 Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against 
God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven. 7 It was granted to him 
to make war with the saints and to overcome them. And authority was given him over every tribe, 
tongue, and nation. 8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been 
written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 
 
(5) “authority to continue for forty-two months” 
 
Another reference to the 1260 years of Rome’s supremacy over Christianity. This continual reference 
to this time period is telling us that it’s the same persecuting power at war with God’s people that is 
described as a little horn in Daniel and a sea beast in Revelation. 
 
[Refer again to the 1260-year prophetic period document.] 
 
(5) “a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies” 
 
Notice Daniel’s description of the little horn. There is little doubt that vision is referring to the same 
religio-political power that arises from the fourth beast, the Roman Empire. Imperial Rome becomes 
Papal Rome.   
 



(Daniel 7:23–25) 23 “Thus he said: ‘The fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom on earth, which shall 
be different from all other kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, trample it and break it in 
pieces. 24 The ten horns are ten kings who shall arise from this kingdom. And another shall rise after 
them; he shall be different from the first ones, and shall subdue three kings. 25 He shall speak 
pompous words against the Most High, shall persecute the saints of the Most High, and shall intend 
to change times and law. Then the saints shall be given into his hand for a time and times and half a 
time. 
 
(7) “make war with the saints and to overcome them” 
 
The dragon’s objective at the end of chapter 12 is carried out through the sea beast. The Church of 
Rome made war with the saints by using the armies of her political allies to enforce the dogmas of 
the church through the inquisitions. 
 
They overcame the saints by martyring millions who would not bow to the church’s authority.  
 
Comparing Little Horn and Sea Beast 
 

Description Verses 
1. The beasts arise 'out of the sea', 'up from the sea' Rev. 13:1, Daniel 7:3 
2. 'like unto a leopard', 'another, like a leopard' Rev. 13:2, Daniel 7:6 
3. 'feet of a bear', 'like to a bear' Rev. 13:2, Daniel 7:5 
4. 'mouth of a lion', 'was like a lion' Rev. 13:2, Daniel 7:4 
5. 'the dragon', 'a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible' Rev. 13:2, Daniel 7:7 
6. 'seven heads', (the four beasts have a total of 7 
heads) Rev. 13:1, Daniel 7:4-7 

7. 'ten horns', 'it had ten horns' Rev. 13:1, Daniel 7:7 
8. 'forty and two months', 'time, times, and dividing of 
time' 

Rev. 13:5, Daniel 7:25 

9. 'number of a man', 'eyes of a man' Rev. 13:18, Daniel 7:8 
10. 'blasphemy against God', 'speak great words' Rev. 13:5-6, Daniel 7:8, 20, 25 
11.'make war with the saints', 'made war with the saints' Rev. 13:2, Daniel 7:21 
12. 'gave him his power, and his seat, and great 
authority', "fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and 
strong exceedingly... and it had ten horns.' 

Rev. 13:2, Daniel 7:7 

13. 'wounded to death' Rev. 13:3 
14. 'and his deadly wound was healed' Rev. 13:3 
15. 'all the world wondered...and they worshipped the 
beast', "shall be diverse" 

Rev. 13:3-4, Daniel 7:24 

16. 'And he causeth all, to receive a mark', 'think to 
change times and laws:'  

Rev. 13:15-17, Daniel 7:25 

  
  
  

 
Judgment of Babylon, Vindication of the Saints 



 
(Revelation 13:9–10) 9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear. 10 He who leads into captivity shall go into 
captivity; he who kills with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the 
faith of the saints. 
 
(9) “If anyone has an ear, let him hear” 
 
These words are part of each of the messages to the seven churches. This is the only other time it’s 
repeated outside of that context is here. This message about the sea beast and his attack against 
God, His truth, and His people is once again a warning to the church. If we are listening, we will head 
the warning and resist this power at all costs.  
 
(10) “He who leads into captivity shall go into captivity” 
 
Captivity is a direct connection with how the sea beast suffered a deadly wound. The pope was taken 
captive by General Berthier in 1798 and later died in exile (see notes above). 
 
(10) “he who kills with the sword must be killed with the sword” 
 
This is a direct connection to how the sea beast is destroyed at the return of Christ, an event 
described in chapter 19.  
 
NOTE: The end of chapter 19 includes the judgment events before and after the millennium. There is 
a mixed description of what happens at the second and third coming of Christ.  
 
Note what happens to the enemies of Christ at His appearing: 
(Revelation 19:21) And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him 
who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh. 
 
(10) “Here is the patience and the faith of the saints” 
 
Then we have a description of the faithful people of God who receive the seal of God (see chapter 7). 
It is a people described in more detail in chapter 14 at the end of the last warning messages to the 
world—the three angels’ messages. 
 
(Revelation 14:12) Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of 
God and the faith of Jesus. 
 
The Land Beast 
 
(Revelation 13:11–12) 11 Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and he had two horns 
like a lamb and spoke like a dragon. 12 And he exercises all the authority of the first beast in his 
presence, and causes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose deadly 
wound was healed. 



 
(11) “another beast coming up out of the earth … two horns like a lamb” 
 
This is another kingdom that comes to power in the last days—the United States. We know this by its 
characteristics: 
 

1. Comes to power in a sparsely populated area of the earth 
2. It’s a new kingdom (the “New World”) 
3. Rises at the time that the sea beast is taken down 
4. Has worldwide influence like the sea beast 
5. Government is lamb-like; built upon Christian beliefs (two horns): 

a. Church: offers religious freedom for all (people fled from persecution in Europe) 
b. State: civil laws are established using biblical principles 

 
(11) “spoke like a dragon” 
 
The beast rises as a friendly nation but then exercises its power in the same characteristics as the sea 
beast. The United States will “speak” through its legislative, judicial, and executive branches of 
government. Our nation will function as the mouthpiece of the dragon in his effort to destroy the 
remnant through deception and then force. 
 
(Genesis 3:1) Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord God had 
made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the 
garden’?” 
 
The dragon (and the serpent in the Garden of Eden) both speak. The dragon uses the same tactics 
that he used the first time. He speaks with lies to deceive the world into worshiping the sea beast. 
 
(12) “he exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence” 
 
The phrase “in his presence” is rendered “on its behalf” in the NRSV and NIV. The land beast will 
exercise its power on behalf of the sea beast. The phrase “in his presence” implies proximity, which 
is accurate in that these two powers unite under the authority of the dragon.  
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 588) Through the two great errors, the immortality of the soul, and 
Sunday sacredness, Satan will bring the people under his deceptions. While the former lays the 
foundation of Spiritualism, the latter creates a bond of sympathy with Rome. The Protestants of the 
United States will be foremost in stretching their hands across the gulf to grasp the hand of 
Spiritualism; they will reach over the abyss to clasp hands with the Roman power; and under the 
influence of this threefold union, this country will follow in the steps of Rome in trampling on the 
rights of conscience. 
 
(Selected Messages 3, p. 392) There will be a universal bond of union, one great harmony, a 
confederacy of Satan's forces. “And shall give their power and strength unto the beast.” Thus is 



manifested the same arbitrary, oppressive power against religious liberty, freedom to worship God 
according to the dictates of conscience, as was manifested by the papacy, when in the past it 
persecuted those who dared to refuse to conform with the religious rites and ceremonies of 
Romanists. 
 
(12) “causes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast” 
 
The word “causes” is to force compliance. The land beast compels the world’s inhabitants to worship 
the sea beast and the dragon behind it. 
 
The United States will use its power (legislative, judicial, and executive) to force worship of the papal 
institution of Sunday sacredness.  
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 591) God never forces the will or the conscience; but Satan's constant 
resort—to gain control of those whom he cannot otherwise seduce—is compulsion by cruelty. 
Through fear or force he endeavors to rule the conscience, and to secure homage to himself. To 
accomplish this, he works through both religious and secular authorities, moving them to the 
enforcement of human laws in defiance of the law of God. 
 
By observing Sunday, the day of worship she has instituted, people will pay homage to the Roman 
Catholic Church.  
 
Great Signs 
 
(Revelation 13:13) He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down from heaven on 
the earth in the sight of men. 
 
Satan works through his agencies to perform signs and miracles to validate the authority of the 
Papacy. These signs are undeniable to the eyes of the people. This yields a great following who are 
looking forward to a millennial reign of Christ on earth.  
 
There are two signs. The first are healing miracles and the second are destructive events.  
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 589) Through Spiritualism, Satan appears as a benefactor of the race, 
healing the diseases of the people, and professing to present a new and more exalted system of 
religious faith; but at the same time he works as a destroyer. … 
     While appearing to the children of men as a great physician who can heal all their maladies, he 
will bring disease and disaster, until populous cities are reduced to ruin and desolation. 
 
Satan personates Christ. He comes appears as an angel of light to deceive the world. First, he 
presents himself as the savior of the world. Satan does this as millions are dying in masses from 
disease and disaster while his demons strike the earth with calamities everywhere. The world will 
not find the ability to recover from these destructive events. 
 



(Revelation 16:13–14) 13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the 
dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.  14 For they are 
spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to 
gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 
 
Note the perspective of professed Christians who believe these signs are from the Lord: 
(Selected Messages 3, p. 428) They declared that they had the truth, that miracles were among 
them, that angels from heaven talked with them and walked with them, that great power and signs 
and wonders were performed among them, and that this was the temporal millennium that they had 
been expecting so long. The whole world was converted and in harmony with the Sunday law. 
 
Image to the Beast 
 
(Revelation 13:14–15) 14 And he deceives those who dwell on the earth—by those signs which he 
was granted to do in the sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to 
the beast who was wounded by the sword and lived. 15 He was granted power to give breath to the 
image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak and cause as many as would not 
worship the image of the beast to be killed. 
 
(14) “he deceives … by those signs which he was granted to do in the sight of the beast” 
 
The signs and miracles performed in The United States are designed to validate the claims of the 
Roman Church. In this respect, signs are done in the presence, enopion, Gk (same as verse 12) or on 
her behalf.  
 
(14) “telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast” 
 
The United States will unite with apostate Protestants to make an image to the beast. That image is 
after the likeness of the Church of Rome—following the way that it accomplished its objectives 
during the Middle Ages. It used the military powers of kings to accomplish its bidding.  
 
(Daniel 8:12) Because of transgression, an army was given over to the horn to oppose the daily 
sacrifices; and he cast truth down to the ground. 
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 433) But what is the “image to the beast”? and how is it to be formed? 
The image is made by the two-horned beast, and is an image to the first beast. It is also called an 
image of the beast. Then to learn what the image is like, and how it is to be formed, we must study 
the characteristics of the beast itself,—the papacy. When the early church became corrupted by 
departing from the simplicity of the gospel, and accepting heathen rites and customs, she lost the 
Spirit and power of God; and in order to control the consciences of the people she sought the 
support of the secular power. The result was the papacy, a church that controlled the power of the 
State, and employed it to further her own ends, especially for the punishment of “heresy.” In order 
for the United States to form an image of the beast, the religious power must so control the civil 



government that the authority of the State will also be employed by the church to accomplish her 
own ends. 
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 588) Through the two great errors, the immortality of the soul, and 
Sunday sacredness, Satan will bring the people under his deceptions. While the former lays the 
foundation of Spiritualism, the latter creates a bond of sympathy with Rome. The Protestants of the 
United States will be foremost in stretching their hands across the gulf to grasp the hand of 
Spiritualism; they will reach over the abyss to clasp hands with the Roman power; and under the 
influence of this threefold union, this country will follow in the steps of Rome in trampling on the 
rights of conscience. 
 
(15) “that the image of the beast should both speak and cause as many as would not worship the 
image of the beast to be killed” 
 
As stated above, the way that the image (uniting of church and state powers) speaks is through 
legislative means. The religious laws that will be passed by the state are advanced by Protestants 
that have rejected the law of God. Yet still, in their efforts they believe they are led by God.  
 
Jesus warned this would happen: 
(John 16:2) They will put you out of the synagogues; yes, the time is coming that whoever kills you 
will think that he offers God service. 
 
(Manuscript Releases 10, p. 239) Satan puts his interpretation upon events, and they think, as he 
would have them, that the calamities which fill the land are a result of Sunday-breaking. Thinking to 
appease the wrath of God, these influential men make laws enforcing Sunday observance. They think 
that by exalting this false rest day higher and still higher, compelling obedience to the Sunday law, 
the spurious sabbath, they are doing God service. 
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 445) When the leading churches of the United States, uniting upon such 
points of doctrine as are held by them in common, shall influence the state to enforce their decrees 
and to sustain their institutions, then Protestant America will have formed an image of the Roman 
hierarchy, and the infliction of civil penalties upon dissenters will inevitably result. 
 
(SDA Bible Commentary 7, p. 976) When the state shall use its power to enforce the decrees and 
sustain the institutions of the church – then will Protestant America have formed an image to the 
papacy, and there will be a national apostasy which will end only in national ruin. 
 
(Testimonies 6, p. 395) Foreign nations will follow the example of the United States. Though she 
leads out, yet the same crisis will come upon our people in all parts of the world. 
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 592) As the Protestant churches reject the clear, Scriptural arguments in 
defense of God's law, they will long to silence those whose faith they cannot overthrow by the Bible. 
Though they blind their own eyes to the fact, they are now adopting a course which will lead to the 
persecution of those who conscientiously refuse to do what the rest of the Christian world are doing, 



and acknowledge the claims of the papal sabbath. The dignitaries of church and state will unite to 
bribe, persuade, or compel all classes to honor the Sunday. The lack of divine authority will be 
supplied by oppressive enactments. Political corruption is destroying love of justice and regard for 
truth; and even in free America, rulers and legislators, in order to secure public favor, will yield to the 
popular demand for a law enforcing Sunday observance. Liberty of conscience, which has cost so 
great a sacrifice, will no longer be respected. In the soon-coming conflict we shall see exemplified the 
prophet's words: “The dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant 
of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” 
 
(Testimonies 5, p. 450–451) To secure popularity and patronage, legislators will yield to the demand 
for a Sunday law. … By the decree enforcing the institution of the papacy in violation of the law of 
God, our nation will disconnect herself fully from righteousness. 
 
At this time, Satan will personate Christ and people will believe that he has returned. 
 
(Manuscript Releases 19, p. 282) In the last days Satan will appear as an angel of light, with great 
power and heavenly glory, and claim to be the Lord of the whole earth. He will declare that the 
Sabbath has been changed from the seventh to the first day of the week; and as lord of the first day 
of the week he will present this spurious sabbath as a test of loyalty to him. Then will take place the 
final fulfillment of the Revelator's prophecy. 
 
(Maranatha, p. 176) As men depart further and further from God, Satan is permitted to have power 
over the children of disobedience. He hurls destruction among men. There is calamity by land and 
sea. Property and life are destroyed by fire and flood. Satan resolves to charge this upon those who 
refuse to bow to the idol which he has set up. His agents point to Seventh-day Adventists as the 
cause of the trouble. 
 
The Mark of the Beast 
 
(Revelation 13:16–18) 16 He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive 
a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, 17 and that no one may buy or sell except one who 
has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. 18 Here is wisdom. Let him who 
has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is 
666. 
 
(16) “He causes all … to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads” 
 
This is not a mark that can be seen visibly. The mark of the beast is placed upon the right hand or 
forehead of those who are unfaithful to God and have no regard for His law. [This will be further 
confirmed in chapter 14.] Every human being is marked by his/her own choice.  
 
(Maranatha, p. 204) An apostate church will unite with the powers of earth and hell to place upon 
the forehead or in the hand, the mark of the beast, and prevail upon the children of God to worship 



the beast and his image. They will seek to compel them to renounce their allegiance to God's law, 
and yield homage to the papacy. 
 
A detailed description of this act by the angel is found in Ezekiel. When you put both passages 
together, you can see that the final work of sealing the remnant happens at the same time as the 
rebellious receive the mark of the beast.  
 
(Letter to A. R. Henry, Oct. 27, 1894, Review and Herald, Battle Creek, Michigan) We are amid the 
perils of the last days, the time will soon come when the prophecy of Ezekiel 9 will be fulfilled; that 
prophecy should be carefully studied, for it will be fulfilled to the very letter. [It goes on to say that 
chapters 10–12 should also be prayed over and studied carefully.] 
 
(Ezekiel 9:1–11) 1 Then He called out in my hearing with a loud voice, saying, “Let those who have 
charge over the city draw near, each with a deadly weapon in his hand.” 2 And suddenly six men 
came from the direction of the upper gate, which faces north, each with his battle-ax in his hand. 
One man among them was clothed with linen and had a writer’s inkhorn at his side. They went in 
and stood beside the bronze altar. 3 Now the glory of the God of Israel had gone up from the cherub, 
where it had been, to the threshold of the temple. And He called to the man clothed with linen, who 
had the writer’s inkhorn at his side; 4 and the LORD said to him, “Go through the midst of the city, 
through the midst of Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and cry over 
all the abominations that are done within it.” 5 To the others He said in my hearing, “Go after him 
through the city and kill; do not let your eye spare, nor have any pity. 6 Utterly slay old and young 
men, maidens and little children and women; but do not come near anyone on whom is the mark; 
and begin at My sanctuary.” So they began with the elders who were before the temple. 7 Then He 
said to them, “Defile the temple, and fill the courts with the slain. Go out!” And they went out and 
killed in the city. 8 So it was, that while they were killing them, I was left alone; and I fell on my face 
and cried out, and said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Will You destroy all the remnant of Israel in pouring out Your 
fury on Jerusalem?” 9 Then He said to me, “The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is 
exceedingly great, and the land is full of bloodshed, and the city full of perversity; for they say, ‘The 
LORD has forsaken the land, and the LORD does not see!’  0 And as for Me also, My eye will neither 
spare, nor will I have pity, but I will recompense their deeds on their own head.” 11 Just then, the 
man clothed with linen, who had the inkhorn at his side, reported back and said, “I have done as You 
commanded me.” 
 
(Evangelism, p. 234) None are condemned until they have had the light and have seen the obligation 
of the fourth commandment. But when the decree shall go forth enforcing the counterfeit sabbath, 
and the loud cry of the third angel shall warn men against the worship of the beast and his image, 
the line will be clearly drawn between the false and the true. Then those who still continue in 
transgression will receive the mark of the beast. 
 
(17) “that no one may buy or sell” 
 
This tells us more about how people of the world are compelled to receive the mark. They cannot 
“buy or sell” to sustain their livelihood.  



 
Those who “buy and sell” are people that trust in what mankind can do for them rather than what 
God can do to provide for them.  
 
QUES: Is it possible that we find that this is such a trial because we are so used to buying and selling 
goods.  
 
In an age of materialism, we are conditioning ourselves to obtain our sustenance from what we buy 
rather than learning to grow it ourselves. God’s people will be totally reliant on God’s provision. He 
will take care of them.  
 
Number of the Beast 
 
(18) “the number of the beast … 666” 
 
Some scholars take the number figuratively, meaning they see it as not something that is countable, 
but symbolizing something that falls short of the perfect Trinity. The number seven symbolizes 
perfection. Therefore, the number six points to sin—specifically the “man” of sin, the Catholic Pope.  
 
(2 Thessalonians 2:1–4) 1 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our 
gathering together to Him, we ask you, 2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit 
or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come. 3 Let no one deceive you 
by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is 
revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is 
worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 
 
Other scholars take the number more literally. In 1600, prophecy scholar Andreas Helwig (c. 1572–
1643) was the first to point out the title of the pope, Vicarius Filii Dei. By adding together the Roman 
numerals in his name (transposed from Latin), the sum was 666. The church itself denies that any 
Roman Pontiff ever used the title, but as recently as 1965 and 1968, Pope Paul VI issued two papal 
bulls identifying himself with this title. [These can be viewed on the Vatican website.] There is a large 
collection of additional documents written more than a thousand years ago with this title.  
 
Chapter 14 
 
Chapter 14 contains the remnant’s response to the attack by Satan the dragon through the sea and 
land beasts in the previous chapter.  
 
(Revelation 14:1) Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one 
hundred and forty-four thousand, having His Father’s name written on their foreheads. 
 
(1) “standing on Mount Zion” 
 



As a continuation of the final conflict of the great controversy between Christ and Satan, chapter 14 
brings to view the faithful remnant. This remnant is comprised of those who “keep the 
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus” (14:12) and proclaims the three last messages in the 
gospel story to the world so it can prepare for Christ’s return.  
 
The chapter begins with John seeing Jesus standing in heaven with the 144,000, already having the 
Father’s name written on their foreheads.  
 
(Joel 2:32) And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. For in 
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be deliverance, as the Lord has said, among the remnant 
whom the Lord calls. 
 
We find here a progression of events described in chapter seven. Instead of not yet being sealed (it 
had not taken place in the opening verses of chapter seven), the 144,000 has now been sealed in 
their foreheads with the name of God.  
 
In answer to the question about the 144,000, included in the great multitude, the angel said: 
(Revelation 7:14) “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 
 
Clearly the picture of God’s people in chapter 14 begins with them standing with Christ in victory in 
heaven, having overcome the dragon and his agents of evil during the time of trouble. 
 
(1) “name of God” 
 
The name of God is His character. They have become like their Father in heaven. We find a further 
elaboration on how they came to receive their Christlike character in the next few verses. 
 
The name on the foreheads also denotes a wholehearted commitment to God at a time when the 
world has allied themselves with Satan. As a result, they are now citizens of the kingdom of heaven.  
 
Description of the Remnant 
 
(Revelation 14:2–5) 2 And I heard a voice from heaven, like the voice of many waters, and like the 
voice of loud thunder. And I heard the sound of harpists playing their harps. 3 They sang as it were a 
new song before the throne, before the four living creatures, and the elders; and no one could learn 
that song except the hundred and forty-four thousand who were redeemed from the earth. 4 These 
are the ones who were not defiled with women, for they are virgins. These are the ones who follow 
the Lamb wherever He goes. These were redeemed from among men, being firstfruits to God and to 
the Lamb. 5 And in their mouth was found no deceit, for they are without fault before the throne of 
God. 
 
(2) “a voice from heaven” 
 



God is carrying out this massive rescue mission from heaven. This phrase is repeated several times 
denoting the Lord directing his army to accomplish a great work on the earth.  
 
(3) “sang … a new song” 
 
This is the same song as described in Revelation 15 celebrating Israel’s miraculous deliverance 
through the Red Sea. They are now pictured as standing on the “other side,” in the city of God. They 
have experienced deliverance in the great final tribulation like no other human beings have gone 
through in history. This is why no one else is able to learn the song. 
 
(Revelation 15:2–3) 2 And I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire, and those who have 
the victory over the beast, over his image and over his mark and over the number of his name, 
standing on the sea of glass, having harps of God. 3 They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, 
and the song of the Lamb…  
 
[We will look at this song in more detail when we get to chapter 15.] 
 
(4) “not defiled with women … virgins” 
 
The remnant is not corrupted with the false teachings of Babylon. The members of Christ’s church in 
the last days possess a pure system of truth. 
 
(4) “firstfruits to God” 
 
These are the first among the redeemed to stand holy and separate from the false “Christian” 
teachings in the nominal churches of today. This is Christ’s visible church on earth that stands in 
contrast with the corrupt system of Babylon.  
 
(5) “in their mouth was found no deceit” 
 
As Satan is lying to the world through his overwhelming deception, the remnant of God is sharing the 
pure truth of Christ in word and deed.  
 
(1 John 3:18) My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 
 
(5) “without fault” 
 
There is a passage in Hebrews that uses the same language to refer to the covenant God made with 
His people at Sinai. When calling the children of Israel to meet with Him up the mountain so that He 
could write His law on their hearts, they resisted and asked Moses to intercede for them instead. 
Hebrews says that God found fault with them because essentially they did not accept His covenant 
and sought to accomplish the work in their own power.  
 



(Hebrews 8:8–9) 8 Because finding fault with them, He says: “Behold, the days are coming, says the 
Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah— 9 not 
according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to 
lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they did not continue in My covenant, and I disregarded 
them, says the Lord.” 
 
God’s remnant at the end of time will have God’s law written on their hearts and they will be seen as 
people “without fault.” They have accepted the gift of grace through faith in Christ and have 
received His character, as the expression of God’s law on the heart. They have been transformed.  
 
The Three Angels’ Messages 
 
The three angels’ messages have their application to today, but they also had an historical sequential 
application. We will cover each below. 
 
The three angels’ messages are being proclaimed right now. They each bring the everlasting gospel 
to the world in the context of the last days before probation for mankind closes and Jesus returns.  
 
First Angel’s Message 
 
(Revelation 14:6–7) 6 Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 
gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people— 7 
saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; 
and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.” 
 
In its historical application, the first angel’s message was linked to the proclamation of God’s coming 
judgment hour from the 1830s through the early 1840s by William Miller and his followers, the 
Millerites.  
 
(6) “everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth” 
 
This is the defining term in the first angel’s message. The everlasting gospel is preached to the entire 
world in a specific context—a context that is relevant to the last days. It is a “present truth” message 
sent by Christ for the world to hear just before the great harvest of the earth, which follows the 
three angels’ messages.  
 
NOTE: All aspects of the gospel message is still applicable. The context of the last days is the specific 
message of Christ’s finishing work in heaven for us.  
 
The everlasting gospel is preached in its fullness by the remnant introduced in the opening verses to 
chapter 14. It is the gospel of Jesus Christ preached at a time when Christ’s work as High Priest in the 
heavenly sanctuary is wrapping up and history is drawing to a close. The focus is to prepare the 
world for the second coming of Jesus. 
 



(Manuscript 33, 1897) The present truth, the special message given to our world, even the third 
angel’s message, comprehends a vast field, containing heavenly treasures. No one can be excusable 
who says, I will no longer have anything to do with these special messages; I will preach Christ. No 
one can preach Christ, and present the truth as it is in Jesus, unless he presents the truths that are to 
come before the people at the present time, when such important developments are taking place. 
 
(7) “saying with a loud voice” 
 
This is not a quiet message. As the remnant grows, the message gets louder until it is joined by the 
loud cry in Revelation 18.  
 
(7) “Fear God” 
 
The word phobeomai (Gk) is a multifaceted word. Some have suggested that it simply means to be in 
awe of something. But it’s more than that. 

A. “to be afraid, state of fear, be alarmed” 
(Matthew 10:28) And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather 
fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 
(Matthew 17:6) And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their faces and were greatly 
afraid. 

B. “to respect, show reverence for”  
(Luke 18:1–2) Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose 
heart, saying: “There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man.” 

 
I like this passage that has a little of both kinds of healthy fear: 
(Romans 11:20–22) 20 Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do 
not be haughty, but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare you 
either. 22 Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but 
toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off. 
 
(7) “give glory to Him” 
 
We give glory to God through our actions. 
 
(Psalm 50:23) Whoever offers praise glorifies Me; And to him who orders his conduct aright I will 
show the salvation of God.” 
 
(1 Corinthians 6:20) For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your 
spirit, which are God’s. 
 
(Matthew 5:14–16) 14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 
Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who 
are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify 
your Father in heaven. 



  
(1 Peter 4:16) Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in 
this matter. 
 
We are gospel workers for the Lord, constantly looking to add people to His kingdom (i.e. the great 
commission). We also do “good works” for people around us, revealing the love and kindness of God. 
 
(7) “the hour of His judgment has come” 
 
This is the beginning of the judgment hour of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary that began on October 
22, 1844. It is the cleansing of the sanctuary that is an acquittal of those who have lived out (not just 
professed) their faith in Jesus.  
 
(Romans 14:10) But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your 
brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 
 
In this respect, the judgment hour is important for today. We are still living in the antitypical Day of 
Atonement during which Jesus cleanses His people from their sins.  
 
(7) “worship Him who made…” 
 
The phrase “worship Him” refers to worship that is acceptable to God. The implication here is that 
true and proper worship is not happening. This is a call to God’s people to return to worship that is a 
blessing to God.  
 
(Romans 12:1–2) 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service (NIV, 1984 “your 
spiritual act of worship”; AMP, “your rational (logical, intelligent) act of worship”). 2 And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove 
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
 
Worship is not only something we do together as a church, it’s what we do every day of your life. 
This is the calling of every Christian during these last days, if we are to glorify God.  
 
There is a direct inference to the creation week with language taken from the fourth commandment: 
(Exodus 20:11) For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in 
them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.  
 
A key part of worship is showing our love for God by keeping His commandments: 
(1 John 5:2–3) 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His 
commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His 
commandments are not burdensome. 
 
Jesus said that in the last days God’s people will worship in Spirit and in truth: 



(John 4:23–24) “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those 
who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” 
 
Spirit is the merciful grace of God; truth is the teachings of God’s Word.  
 
Second Angel’s Message 
 
(Revelation 14:8) And another angel followed, saying, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, 
because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” 
 
What is it that makes Babylon “fall”? The preaching of the first angel’s message. It’s the gospel of 
Jesus that is preached in the fullness of truth that causes the world to take note of the fallen city of 
Babylon.  
 
In its historical application, the second angel's message sounded early in the summer of 1844 calling 
all Advent believers to come out of the nominal churches, those which had rejected the first angel's 
message. The second came to a close immediately preceding the great disappointment. 
 
In the last days, Babylon is pitted against the remnant church. Babylon is a false system of 
Christianity, while the remnant church is a pure system that stands on the truth of God’s Word. 
 
The Origin of Babylon 
 
Tower of Babel 
 
The word Babylon in Hebrew is Babel, meaning confusion. 
 
(Genesis 11:1–9) 1 Now the whole earth had one language and one speech. 2 And it came to pass, as 
they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and they dwelt there. 3 
Then they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They had brick 
for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. 4 And they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a 
tower whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad 
over the face of the whole earth.” 5 But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower which the 
sons of men had built. 6 And the Lord said, “Indeed the people are one and they all have one 
language, and this is what they begin to do; now nothing that they propose to do will be withheld 
from them. 7 Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not understand 
one another’s speech.” 8 So the Lord scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, 
and they ceased building the city. 9 Therefore its name is called Babel, because there the Lord 
confused the language of all the earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over the face 
of all the earth.  
 

• Tower of Babel is the birth of the kingdom of literal and spiritual Babylon. 
• The people were united in their effort to build the tower against God’s will. 



• Note that their objective was to build a city that would last, not just a tower! 
• It was built by their own works rather than God’s works. 

 
Babylon and Worship 
 
The Empire of Babylonia arose before the 19th Century BC. It continued through numerous dynasties 
finally becoming Neo-Babylonia, aka Babylon in Daniel’s day.  
 
What was Babylon known for: 

• Was known for absorbing a variety of spiritual practices from the nations it conquered. 
• Was polytheistic in worship. 
• Had a strong belief in the power of images/idols. 
• The sun god was supreme. 

 
(Jeremiah 50:2) “Declare among the nations, proclaim, and set up a standard; proclaim—do not 
conceal it—say, ‘Babylon is taken, Bel is shamed. Merodach is broken in pieces; her idols are 
humiliated, her images are broken in pieces.’”  
 
(8) “Babylon is fallen” 
 
Revelation 17 gives us additional information about Babylon that helps us identify the center of this 
false system of religion: 
 
(Revelation 17:3–6) 3 So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a woman 
sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 4 
The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and 
pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her fornication. 5 
And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF 
HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 6 I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of 
the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I marveled with great 
amazement. 
 
A woman in prophecy symbolizes a church. The church in chapter 12 is pure and is married to Christ, 
her Husband. But this church in chapter 17 is a harlot. And what is the defining behavior of a harlot? 
She commits adultery; she fornicates with other men. In the case of the harlot church of Babylon, 
she has fallen away from her commitment to Christ and the truths of His Word.  
 
And as a result of her adulterous relations, she has children who also do not practice the truth. This 
is an entire false system of worship. 
 
When Jesus said, “If you love Me, keep My commandments,” He was giving the basic parameters of 
marriage. Rochelle and I don’t obey the vow we made to each other when we were married because 



we want to be legalistic about our commitment to each other, but because we love each other. This 
is the reason we obey God by keeping His commandments.  
 
In the second angel’s message, there is a pronouncement that the antichrist religious system of 
spiritual Babylon. This not only includes the Roman Church suffering the deadly wound in 1798, but 
all churches that still hold on to her beliefs and practices—the primary one being the day of worship 
she claimed the authority to establish in contradiction to the true Sabbath of the seventh day.   
 
LATER STUDY: The second angel will unite once again with the angel of Revelation 18:1–3 to cry 
“mightily with a loud voice” to come out of Babylon. This Loud Cry has a final call to the world to 
“come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues” (18:4). 
 
(8) “made all nations drink” 
 
The drink that is peddled by the false religious system of Babylon is the doctrine of lies/error: 
(Micah 2:11, ESV) If a man should go about and utter wind and lies, saying, “I will preach to you of 
wine and strong drink,” he would be the preacher for this people! 
 
The deadliest poison one can drink is one that has some truth in it. It’s just enough truth to deceive 
people into believing it. QUES: What are some of the false teachings that come from Babylon? 
 
Third Angel’s Message 
 
(Revelation 14:9–11) 9 Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone 
worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he himself 
shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His 
indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in 
the presence of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they 
have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of 
his name.” 
 
The third angels’ message began to sound on October 22, 1844. 
 
(Introduction to Early Writings, p. XX) The message of the first angel and the message of the second 
angel had been sounded in the proclamation of the Advent message, and now the message of the 
third angel began to sound. Under this message the significance of the Seventh-day Sabbath began 
to dawn.  
 
This message has been proclaimed since the Great Disappointment. Not that the other messages are 
not proclaimed for they opened one after the other, never to close.  
 
The timing of this message within the text is in advance of when the image is set up and the mark is 
being imposed on those who accept it. Certainly, we are to share this message beforehand so that 



people can be warned about what to look for. But the major thrust of this message will go to the 
world once these things take place.  
 
While many emphasize the mark of the beast in this message, its central theme is in verse 12. This 
will become evident shortly.  
 
Mark of the Beast 
 
(9) “if anyone worships … and receives his mark” 
 
We already noted what the mark of the beast is under chapter 13:16. It’s the observance of Sunday 
as the day of worship as decreed by the U.S. government and other countries around the world. 
 
The mark of the beast is not imposed by God (His is the seal of God), but by Satan as a symbol of 
allegiance to him. The mark in Ezekiel that is given to God’s people is the seal of God.  
 
NOTE: The mark of the beast will not be imposed upon the people until the image (church-state 
union) is established and begins to enforce it.  
 
(SDA Bible Commentary 7, p. 977) Sundaykeeping is not yet the mark of the beast, and will not be 
until the decree goes forth causing men to worship this idol sabbath. The time will come when this 
day will be the test, but that time has not come yet. 
 
The Seal of God 
 
Ezekiel 9 tells us that those who have not been “marked” of sealed by God will receive His judgment. 
Therefore, the mark in this passage stands in contrast to the seal of God.  
 
The seal of God has already been given to “those who keep the commandments of God and the faith 
of Jesus” (v12). This sealing work is completed just before the close of probation. It is true that there 
are many who were sealed by the Holy Spirit throughout the ages as a guarantee of their 
inheritance. But this seal in Revelation 7 and 14 is the apocalyptic seal—a finishing seal of God’s 
approval in the last days. 
 
“It is significant to realize that God’s closing the cases of the saints of the Most High who will live 
through the final end-time crisis and presenting them to the innumerable representatives of 
heavenly beings during the pre-Advent judgment (see Daniel 7; 8) is one and the same event as their 
receiving the apocalyptic seal (Revelation 7:1–4), even though these are described from two 
different perspectives. The final affirmation in heaven of those who will be alive to greet Jesus at His 
second coming is the time of receiving the apocalyptic seal.” (Jiří Moskala, Misinterpreted End-Time 
Issues: Five Myths in Adventism, p. 244) 
 
(10) “drink of the wine of the wrath of God” 
 



Here we have a clear reference to the event that happens in chapters 15–16. 
 
(Revelation 15:1) Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous: seven angels having the 
seven last plagues, for in them the wrath of God is complete. 
 
[We will look into the details about the seven last plagues when we get there.] 
 
(10) “poured out full strength” 
 
The Greek word for “poured out” is kerannumi, which means “to mix.” There existed an ancient 
practice of mixing wine with other ingredients to enhance or dilute its intoxicating power. What this 
is saying here is that the wine is full strength without being diluted. The final wrath of God poured 
out is with full strength, not mixed with mercy. The close of probation for mankind has already 
occurred.  
 
(11) “the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever” 
 
This expression points to the final judgment after the thousand years described in Revelation 20. It is 
a judgment that brings finality to the choice every inhabitant of the earth will make—for truth or 
error, to join the faith remnant people or the beast confederation, for Christ or Satan. 
 
It takes us back to the story of Sodom and Gomorrah. God rained fire and brimstone upon the city in 
judgment of the people’s wickedness. Smoke rose up from the city, but went out when there was 
nothing left to burn.  
 
(Jude 5–7) 5 But I want to remind you, though you once knew this, that the Lord, having saved the 
people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the angels 
who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting 
chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day; 7 as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities 
around them in a similar manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and 
gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 
 
The verse does not say the wicked will live forever, but that the smoke of their torment will ascend 
forever, until there is nothing left to burn up. Forever means until they are gone.  
 
(Malachi 4:1) “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, and all the proud, yes, all who do 
wickedly will be stubble. And the day which is coming shall burn them up,” says the LORD of hosts, 
“that will leave them neither root nor branch.” 
 
The Patience of the Saints 
 
(Revelation 14:12) Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of 
God and the faith of Jesus. 
 



The faithful people of God are described in the last days of earth’s history as keeping God’s 
commandments AND the faith of Jesus. They have received both from the Lord; neither they have 
earned. Their righteousness is imparted and imputed to them by Christ.  
 
(12) “patience of the saints” 
 
We are not called to resist and protest against the things of this world. We are to endure and 
persevere in the truth against all opposition. The saints endure hardship patiently. 
 
(James 1:2–4) 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the 
testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 
 
This patience is qualified by the previous verses describing the trials and persecution they are 
subjected to. If you are not being persecuted for your faith, maybe your works are lacking.  
 
(12) “keep the commandments of God” 
 
The commandments of God were given at Mount Sinai and were taught by Jesus. The one 
commandment that is disputed by Christians is the fourth. But the remnant people of God will keep 
all ten commandments out of love for God and loyalty to Christ.  
 
(12) “and the faith of Jesus” 
 
The word “and” connects both keeping the commandments of God with the faith of Jesus. In other 
words, they keep the commandments of God through faith. One cannot have true faith in Jesus 
without being obedient to the will of God. 
 
The faith of Jesus is a gift. “God has dealt to each one a measure of faith” (Romans 12:3). It is up to 
us to grow it in Christ. Once we are saved by His death, we are to grow in grace by the power of His 
life. It is Christ who is has authored and will finish this faith as we put our trust in Him. 
 
(Hebrews 12:1–2) 1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God. 
 
Righteousness by Faith 
 
The everlasting gospel in the three angels’ messages is one of faith, not legalism as many in the 
world have supposed. Good works is something that is being labeled legalism today, but the Bible 
tells us something entirely different. A life of faith is always paired with good works.  
 



(Titus 2:11–14) 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us 
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the 
present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for 
Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 
 
(The Review and Herald, April 1, 1890) Several have written to me, inquiring if the message of 
justification by faith is the third angel's message, and I have answered, “It is the third angel's 
message in verity.” 
 
The heart of the message is justification by faith. We are saved by grace through faith AND faith 
without works is dead.  
 
(Ephesians 2:8–10) 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is 
the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 
 
(James 2:14–18) 14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have 
works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and one of 
you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the things 
which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have 
works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith 
without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 
 
The other aspect of faith is how God is faithful to us. He has entrusted this beautiful message to His 
church and is faithful to accomplish the work in and through us for the benefit of the world.  
 
Laid to Rest 
 
(Revelation 14:13) Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who 
die in the Lord from now on.’” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, and their 
works follow them.” 
 
Those who have died in this message rest from their labors for the gospel of Christ. There are many 
who have borne much fruit in these last days. Their works will not be forgotten. For example, Ellen 
White is one such person. Her work for the Lord still speaks loudly to His church.  
 
The Great Harvest 
 
In this third section of chapter 14, we come to the great harvest. This harvest has two crops—the 
saved and the lost. And because the harvest of the lost is thrown into “the great winepress of the 
wrath of God” (v19), it is not the second coming itself, but just before when probation is closing.  
 



Every human being will have made their choice to be faithful to God by keeping His commandments 
or to Satan by obeying the beast and its command to worship the image by keeping Sunday, the false 
sabbath.  
 
Jesus Thrusts in His Sickle 
 
(Revelation 14:14–16) 14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the 
Son of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 15 And another angel 
came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, “Thrust in Your sickle 
and reap, for the time has come for You to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 16 So He who sat 
on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped. 
 
(14) “One like the Son of Man … in His hand a sharp sickle” 
 
The “Son of Man” is the One who thrust in the sickle to reap the earth. He alone knows who is saved 
and who is lost.  
 
(15) “thrust in Your sickle and reap … for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 
 
The entire harvest is ripe, both the good and bad crop. The sickle thrust into the earth by Jesus is to 
harvest the saved who have kept the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 
 
Another Angel Thrusts in his Sickle 
 
(Revelation 14:17–20) 17 Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also 
having a sharp sickle. 18 And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire, and he 
cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, “Thrust in your sharp sickle and gather 
the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe.” 19 So the angel thrust his sickle into 
the earth and gathered the vine of the earth, and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of 
God. 20 And the winepress was trampled outside the city, and blood came out of the winepress, up to 
the horses’ bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs. 
 
(18) “another angel came out from the altar” 
 
The altar where this angel is coming from, and who cries with a loud voice to thrust in the sickle to 
harvest the wicked, is the altar of burnt offering. This imagery draws our attention again to the souls 
under that altar that are depicted as crying out for vengeance in the fifth seal. The thrusting of this 
second sickle brings the beginning of that vengeance in the seven last plagues.  
 
Furthermore, chapter 19 begins with this announcement: 
(Revelation 19:1–2) 1 After these things I heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, 
“Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to the Lord our God!  2 For true and 
righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the great harlot who corrupted the earth with 
her fornication; and He has avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her.” 



 
The period of avenging the saints that have been martyred over the centuries by the false religious 
system called Babylon (Church of Rome) has been completed. The judgments against Babylon have 
been poured out in the bowls of wrath. Jesus then comes to save His people.  
 
(18) “gather the clusters of the vine of the earth” 
 
This time, when the second sickle is thrust into the earth, the clusters of the vine of the earth are 
gathered. The wicked are to be thrown into “the great winepress of the wrath of God”—meaning 
they experience the bowls of wrath (seven last plagues) described in the following chapters. 
 
Scripture tells us that the tares (the wicked) are gathered first and set aside. While they experience 
God’s wrath, they are not sentenced for destruction until they appear before the great white throne 
after the 1000 years.  
 
(Isaiah 24:21–22) 21 It shall come to pass in that day that the Lord will punish on high the host of 
exalted ones, and on the earth the kings of the earth. 22 They will be gathered together, as prisoners 
are gathered in the pit, and will be shut up in the prison; after many days they will be punished. 
 
John the Baptist about this work of Jesus: 
(Matthew 3:12) “His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing 
floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 
Jesus also talks about the gathering of both the righteous and the wicked: 
(Matthew 13:30) “Let both grow together until the harvest, and at the time of harvest I will say to 
the reapers, ‘First gather together the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them, but gather the 
wheat into my barn.’” 
 
The second coming in chapter 19 is all about Christ delivering His saints. He is not coming to judge 
the wicked. That happens after the 1000 years have ended.  
 
The Close of Probation 
 
The very next verse in Revelation 15:1 is the introduction to the bowls of wrath (seven last plagues). 
This means that probation will close during the harvest time.  
 
 
 
 
This is the pronouncement of everyone’s final decision: 
(Revelation 22:11) He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he 
who is righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.” 
 

Seven Bowls of Wrath 
Vengeance Judgments 

Three Angels’ Messages 
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 Great Harvest / 
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Note that the harvest takes place at one time. There is not a harvest of the 144,000 apart from the 
harvest of the great multitude. It is the great multitude of the redeemed, which includes the 
144,000, that are harvested together (see 15:2 where there is one group seen standing on the sea of 
glass). 
 
“It seems appropriate to suggest that the close of probation will occur for all the living [nearly] 
simultaneously and that this can only be after all the living have met a supreme test that exposes the 
true condition of each heart before the universe.” (Douglas Bennett, “The Good News About the 
Judgment of the Living, p. 15) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


