
The Book of Revelation 
Chapters 8–11 
 
Chapter 8 
 
We covered the first verse of chapter 8 with the previous study (see Chapters 4–7). The seventh seal 
in verse one closes out the second of the major sevens—the seven seals. 
 
The seven trumpets are not part of the seals. Although the seven trumpets fall after the seventh seal 
in verse one, there is no chronological connection. The seventh seal does not begin the seven 
trumpets.  
 
Instead, the seven trumpets begin at the same time that the seven churches and seals begin.  
 
Verses 2–5: Introduction to the Seven Trumpets 
 
(Revelation 8:2–5) 2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven 
trumpets.  3 Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given 
much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which 
was before the throne.  4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, ascended 
before God from the angel’s hand. 5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, 
and threw it to the earth. And there were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake. 
 
(2) “to them were given seven trumpets.”  
 
Trumpets throughout the Bible refer to several things. It is important to look at these instances to 
understand what is happening in the book of Revelation when the trumpets “sound.”  
 
What does the blowing of the trumpet(s) mean elsewhere in Scripture?  
 
It is always to sound a wake-up call: 

1. To worship the Lord. 
(Isaiah 27:12–13) And it shall come to pass in that day that the LORD will thresh, from the 
channel of the River to the Brook of Egypt; and you will be gathered one by one, O you 
children of Israel. 13 So it shall be in that day: the great trumpet will be blown; they will come, 
who are about to perish in the land of Assyria, and they who are outcasts in the land of Egypt, 
and shall worship the LORD in the holy mount at Jerusalem.  

2. Preparation for war (to remember the relationship between God and His people). 
(Numbers 10:9–10) “When you go to war in your land against the enemy who oppresses you, 
then you shall sound an alarm with the trumpets, and you will be remembered before the Lord 
your God, and you will be saved from your enemies. 10 Also in the day of your gladness, in your 
appointed feasts, and at the beginning of your months, you shall blow the trumpets over your 
burnt offerings and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings; and they shall be a memorial 
for you before your God: I am the Lord your God.” 



3. To announce an investigative judgment is coming. 
(Leviticus 23:24) “Speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘In the seventh month, on the first day 
of the month, you shall have a sabbath-rest, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, a holy 
convocation.” 

4. To warn people that judgment is coming. 
(Ezekiel 33:1–5) Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, speak to the 
children of your people, and say to them: ‘When I bring the sword upon a land, and the people 
of the land take a man from their territory and make him their watchman, 3 when he sees the 
sword coming upon the land, if he blows the trumpet and warns the people, 4 then whoever 
hears the sound of the trumpet and does not take warning, if the sword comes and takes him 
away, his blood shall be on his own head. 5 He heard the sound of the trumpet, but did not 
take warning; his blood shall be upon himself. But he who takes warning will save his life. 

5. To discipline God’s people. 
(Jeremiah 4:11–12) At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem, “a dry wind of 
the desolate heights blows in the wilderness—toward the daughter of My people—not to fan 
or to cleanse—12 a wind too strong for these will come for Me; now I will also speak judgment 
against them.”  

6. An alarm of impending destruction. 
(Zephaniah 1:14–16) The great day of the LORD is near; it is near and hastens quickly. The noise 
of the day of the LORD is bitter; there the mighty men shall cry out. 15 That day is a day of 
wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of devastation and desolation, a day of darkness 
and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 16 a day of trumpet and alarm against the 
fortified cities and against the high towers. 

7. To gather God’s people together. 
(Matthew 24:31) And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will 
gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

8. Announce the resurrection of the saints. 
(1 Corinthians 15:51–52) Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed—52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

 
Trumpets bring messages of alarm, war, judgment, and destruction. This will help us know what to 
look for as we interpret the seven trumpets.  
 
More on “Judgment” 
 
The word judgment has positive and negative connotations. But the primary meaning of judgment in 
the Bible is positive. Let’s explore both aspects. 
 
Primary meaning (POSITIVE)  

1. Justified. This is forgiveness. God is justifying me; judging me as righteous! I pass through an 
eschatological judgment. 

2. Saved. Saved from the negative judgment; the penalty of sin. Rescued from condemnation. 
3. Vindicated. I am acquitted; exonerated!  



4. Delivered. This is liberation and freedom! Delivered from the power of sin.  
 
Secondary meaning (NEGATIVE) 

1. Warning (merciful) 
2. Punishment (disciplinary) 
3. Condemnation (sentencing) 
4. Destruction (executive) 

 
Rightly understood, God’s judgment brings confidence to those who are in Christ. 
 
(3–4) “angel … golden censer … stood at the altar … given much incense … offer it with the prayers 
of all the saints upon the golden altar.” 
 
Angel is taking incense from the bronze altar of burnt offering that represents the offering of the 
lamb as a sacrifice for sin. This symbolized the cross of Calvary where Jesus gave His perfect life as a 
sacrifice for all humanity.  
 
(Ephesians 5:1–2) 1 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children.  2 And walk in love, as Christ also 
has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma. 
 
The coals from the altar of burnt offering are mingled with the incense and burned on the golden 
altar before the throne. This incense is mixed with the prayer of the saints as a sweet-smelling 
aroma. Without the righteousness of Jesus, our prayers are meaningless! 
 
“Every sincere prayer is heard in heaven. It may not be fluently expressed; but if the heart is in it, it 
will ascend to the sanctuary where Jesus ministers, and He will present it to the Father without one 
awkward, stammering word, beautiful and fragrant with the incense of His own perfection.” (The 
Desire of Ages, p. 667) 
 
We have many sins that need forgiveness. Our prayers ascending to the throne of God are received 
as pure because they received with the righteousness of Christ. Our sin does not inhibit them 
because the merits of Christ’s life come before God in place of our own filthy rags.  
 
(Hebrews 7:25) Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through 
Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. 
  
We can see that there is a transition of ministry by Christ. What He has accomplished on earth, He 
brings into heaven—specifically the Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary.  
 
(5) “angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and threw it to the earth.”  
 
Before this scene in verse 5, the symbolism depicted an environment of prayer. In response to 
Christ’s intercession, “fire” was thrown to the earth. The response from God’s throne room is 



powerful. The Holy Spirit was poured out upon the earth during Pentecost in answer to the united 
prayers of the disciples. 
 
Let’s take a look at what happened on Pentecost: 
(Acts 2:1–4) When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.   
2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole 
house where they were sitting.  3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one 
sat upon each of them.  4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
 
When the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the disciples, it looked like fire had landed upon them.  
 
The disciples were baptized by fire, like John the Baptist predicted: 
(Matthew 3:11) I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is 
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. 
 
(John 16:7) Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go 
away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. 
 
Once Jesus sat next to His Father on the throne, He fulfilled His promise to send the Holy Spirit as 
their Helper completing their gospel mission.  
 
(5) “There were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake.” 
 
These are mentioned in the prelude to the seals as well: 
(Revelation 4:5) And from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps of 
fire were burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. 
 
This combination of voices, thunderings, and lightnings, with the “seven Spirits of God” is associated 
with God’s throne. When we see these together, God is doing something powerful from His throne. 
The “seven Spirits” is better translated as the “sevenfold” Spirit of God.  
 
(Revelation 5:6) And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, 
and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and 
seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 
 
This is further confirmation that verse 5 in the introduction to the seven trumpets are describing the 
same event leading up to the seven seals. The seven Spirits of God are “sent out into all the earth.” 
Heaven is brought to earth by virtue of the sacrifice of Christ on the cross. This will bring glory to God 
throughout the earth as the everlasting gospel explodes worldwide.  
 
APPL: When we pray to the Father for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, He takes fire from the altar 
and casts it to the earth. His kingly power is exercised in behalf of His people.  



 
Noises and Thunderings 
 
“Noises” here is phone (Gk), meaning audible sounds like voices (KJV, RSV). Where in the Bible can 
we find the story of a voice coming from heaven? 
 
These are the symbols of the appearance of God. One occurrence was on Mount Sinai: 
(Exodus 19:16–19) 16 Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were 
thunderings and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the sound of the trumpet was 
very loud, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled.  17 And Moses brought the people 
out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain.  18 Now Mount Sinai 
was completely in smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in fire. Its smoke ascended like the 
smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked greatly.  19 And when the blast of the trumpet 
sounded long and became louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him by voice. 
 
What day did this take place at Sinai after the first Passover? 50 days! The chronology of Exodus 19–
20 connects the giving of the Ten Commandments with Pentecost. Although not explicitly noted in 
the story, it is widely recognized in Jewish tradition to this day.  
 
Jerome (342–420 C.E.) translated the Hebrew Bible into Latin (Vulgate). He notes the parallels 
between Mt Sinai and Pentecost:  
“There is Sinai, here Sion; there the trembling mountain, here the trembling house; there the flaming 
mountain, here the flaming tongues; there the noisy thunderings, here the sounds of many tongues; 
there the clangor of the ramshorn, here the notes of the gospel-trumpet.”  
 
There are others. At Sinai, God wrote the Ten Commandments on tables of stone with His own finger 
(Exod 31:18). On Pentecost, God wrote His law in the minds and hearts of the people. Note that 
Jesus equates the Holy Spirit with the “finger of God” (compare Matt 12:28 with Luke 11:20). 
 
There are other times that God spoke from heaven. At the Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem, an entire 
crowd heard God’s speak: 
(John 12:27–29) 27 “Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? 
But for this purpose I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify Your name.” Then a voice came from 
heaven, saying, “I have both glorified it and will glorify it again.” 29 Therefore the people who stood 
by and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to Him.” 
 
God’s voice from heaven sounded like thunder to the people.  
 
Lightnings 
 
(Matthew 28:1–4) Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb.  2 And behold, there was a great earthquake; 
for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, 



and sat on it.  3 His countenance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow.  4 And the 
guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead men. 
 
The appearance of an angel is like lightning. This is the same description of the four living creatures 
around the throne of God in Ezekiel 1:14. It’s also interesting that in Luke 10:18, Jesus spoke of 
Satan’s fall from heaven as lightning.  
 
This represents the ministry of the angelic host as the disciples of Christ proclaim the gospel to the 
world, which began at Pentecost.  
 
One example of angels sent to the aid of the saints: 
(Acts 12:7) Now behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light shone in the prison; and he 
struck Peter on the side and raised him up, saying, “Arise quickly!” And his chains fell off his hands. 
 
POINT: God not only sends the Holy Spirit to help us, but the angels to minister to us and to pave the 
way for the advancement of the gospel. 
 
Earthquake 
 
(Acts 4:31) And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; 
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness. 
 
We see in several stories in the Bible that God’s presence causes an earthquake on the earth. An 
earthquake happened at Mount Sinai when God proclaimed His law to Israel.  
 
Location in the Sanctuary Discloses Timeline 
 
We are in the same location of the heavenly sanctuary as the seven seals, which depicted the events 
of the inauguration of Christ to the ministry of High Priest. This means that the trumpets parallel the 
time of the churches and seals. The events correlate, but not exactly by start/end dates. But we 
know they generally point to events in the same eras.  
 
Location in relation to the heavenly sanctuary: 

• Seven Churches. Begins at the lampstand in the Holy Place. 
• Seven Seals. Begins at the table of showbread in the Holy Place. 
• Seven Trumpets. Begins at the altar of incense.  

 
The introduction to the seven trumpets reveals the transition in ministry from earth (altar of burnt 
offering) to heaven (altar of incense), which runs parallel with the introduction to the seven churches 
(lampstand) and the introduction to the seven seals (table of showbread) depicting Christ’s 
inauguration for ministry in the heavenly sanctuary. 
 



These are telling us that they all begin at the same time in relation to the sweep of salvation history, 
in that they are all rooted in the Holy Place and the services related to them occur simultaneously. 
The priests ministry in the holy place was concurrent.   
 
While the symbols of prophecy can be explained by Scripture, when it occurs is determined by the 
location of the symbolism as it relates to the heavenly sanctuary. This is critical to interpretation, but 
isn’t used enough in Adventism today.  
 
Verse 6: Trumpets Prepare to Sound 
 
(Revelation 8:6) So the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound. 
 
The trumpets up to this point have not yet begun to sound. Now that the Christ is seated on the 
throne next to His Father, and the Holy Spirit has been poured out upon the earth, they can prepare 
to blow.  
 
Seven Trumpets and the Prophet Joel 
 
IMPORTANT: The most significant book to help us interpret the message of the seven trumpets of 
Revelation is Joel. Peter quotes from Joel 2 at Pentecost; and the seven trumpets continue to draw 
from the book throughout. 
 
(Joel 2:1) Blow the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants 
of the land tremble; for the day of the LORD is coming, for it is at hand. 
 
NOTE: We will repeatedly look to Joel for interpreting the seven trumpets of Revelation 8–11. 
The original prophecy was about Babylon bringing God’s judgment against Judah for their sins. The 
prophet Joel was warning to the people to repent, for the judgment was eminent. We can take that 
original message and apply it to Pentecost (Peter used Joel to preach the message of repentance to 
the Jews). We can also apply it to the rest of the trumpet judgments and to the people in each era.  
 
It is significant that the trumpet is blown in Zion. They were the focus of the warning in the original 
prophecy of Joel. While Babylon was the agent of judgment against Judah that time, Rome was the 
agent of judgment against the nation of Israel during the apostolic period.  
 
The trumpets are judgments that come upon nations that stand in opposition to God and His people, 
and against the preaching of the gospel in all the world. However, these judgments are mixed with 
mercy. The judgments of vengeance are fall with the seven bowls of wrath, or last plagues.  
 
(Romans 8:31) If God is for us, who can be against us? 
 
Chapter 7:7—Seven Trumpets (Military Perspective) 
 
Trumpet 1 



 
(Revelation 8:7) The first angel sounded: And hail and fire followed, mingled with blood, and they 
were thrown to the earth. And a third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned 
up. 
 
CHURCH: Ephesus (Apostolic) 
SEAL: White Horse (Pure/Victorious) 
DATES: 31–100 
 
It’s important to remember that the trumpets generally follow the time periods of the churches and 
seals. It is highly symbolic, as the events described cannot be literally fulfilled (i.e. there was no literal 
hail and fire thrown to the earth). Peter saw it this way as he quoted from Joel on the Day of 
Pentecost.  
 
(Acts 2:14–21) 14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them, “Men of 
Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words. 15 For these are 
not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. 16 But this is what was spoken by 
the prophet Joel: 17 ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out of My 
Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions, 
your old men shall dream dreams. 18 And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out 
My Spirit in those days; and they shall prophesy. 19 I will show wonders in heaven above and signs in 
the earth beneath: blood and fire and vapor of smoke. 20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and 
the moon into blood, before the coming of the great and awesome day of the Lord. 21 And it shall 
come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the Lord Shall be saved.’  
 
The message of the gospel was first proclaimed to the Jews. Although many Jews became Christians 
in the early church period, the Jews as a nation rejected Jesus, the Messiah, and set themselves up in 
opposition to its advancement.  
 
(Acts 1:8) 8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  
 
(Acts 26:19–20) 19 “Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 20 but 
declared first to those in Damascus and in Jerusalem, and throughout all the region of Judea, and 
then to the Gentiles, that they should repent, turn to God, and do works befitting repentance.  
 
The people in Jerusalem and Samaria were first to hear the gospel preached by the apostles. God in 
His mercy sent them to their people to give them an opportunity to repent and receive their 
Messiah. But the leaders opposed that message. 
 
(Acts 13:44–46) 44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city came together to hear the word of 
God.  45 But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy; and contradicting and 
blaspheming, they opposed the things spoken by Paul.  46 Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold and 



said, “It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first; but since you reject it, 
and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles.” 
 
The first enemy of the church was the nation of Israel. This correlates with the church of Ephesus 
that went forward in the power of God to proclaim the gospel to the Jews first, and then the 
Gentiles. The first trumpet blows against the Jewish people and culminates in the fall of Jerusalem in 
AD 70. NOTE: The irony here is that the two powers that teamed up to crucify Jesus, turn their 
swords on each other.  
 
What event sealed their fate as a nation? The stoning of Stephen in AD 34. This was the concluding 
date of the 70-week prophecy in Daniel 9.   
 
(7) “hail and fire followed, mingled with blood” 
 
The symbol of fire is not the Holy Spirit in this situation. It refers to something else. In this case, hail 
and fire is an act of divine judgment.  
 
(1 Corinthians 3:12–13) 12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, straw, 13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be 
revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is.  
 
The blood here does not represent the blood of Christ. Instead, hail and fire accompanied by 
bloodshed should be seen together. This is how Joel uses them as God’s act of judgment calling the 
people to repentance. 
 
(7) “And a third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned up.” 
 
Trees 
 
The “third” represents rebellion, apostasy: 
(Revelation 12:3–4) 3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having 
seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads.  4 His tail drew a third of the stars of 
heaven and threw them to the earth. 
 
It can also refer to limited judgment; not the total, whole. 
 
(Daniel 4:20–22) 20 “The tree that you saw, which grew and became strong, whose height reached to 
the heavens and which could be seen by all the earth, 21 whose leaves were lovely and its fruit 
abundant, in which was food for all, under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and in whose 
branches the birds of the heaven had their home— 22 it is you, O king, who have grown and become 
strong; for your greatness has grown and reaches to the heavens, and your dominion to the end of 
the earth.  
 



The tree here is King Nebuchadnezzar. The trees are a symbol of the leaders who opposed the 
proclamation of the gospel.  
 
(Ezekiel 20:45–48) 45 Furthermore the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 46 “Son of man, set your 
face toward the south; preach against the south and prophesy against the forest land, the South, 47 
and say to the forest of the South, ‘Hear the word of the Lord! Thus says the Lord God: “Behold, I will 
kindle a fire in you, and it shall devour every green tree and every dry tree in you; the blazing flame 
shall not be quenched, and all faces from the south to the north shall be scorched by it. 48 All flesh 
shall see that I, the Lord, have kindled it; it shall not be quenched.”’” 
 
This is a judgment pronounced upon the leaders of the Jewish people.  
 
John the Baptist prophesied about this: 
(Luke 3:9) 9 And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”  
 
Grass 
 
(Isaiah 40:7) 7 The grass withers, the flower fades, Because the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 
Surely the people are grass. 
 
(Psalm 92:7) 7 When the wicked spring up like grass, and when all the workers of iniquity flourish, it is 
that they may be destroyed forever. 
 
The judgment in the first trumpet was carried out in AD 70 when the armies of the Roman Empire 
destroyed Jerusalem and demolished its temple.  
 
Trumpet 2 
 
(Revelation 8:8–9) 8 Then the second angel sounded: And something like a great mountain burning 
with fire was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood. 9 And a third of the living 
creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.  
 
CHURCH: Smyrna (Persecuted) 
SEAL: Red Horse (Bloodshed) 
DATES: 100–313 
 
Notice what Jesus says to the disciples in reference to the fig tree and the mountain: 
(Matthew 21:18–22) 18 Now in the morning, as He returned to the city, He was hungry.  19 And seeing 
a fig tree by the road, He came to it and found nothing on it but leaves, and said to it, “Let no fruit 
grow on you ever again.” Immediately the fig tree withered away.  20 And when the disciples saw it, 
they marveled, saying, “How did the fig tree wither away so soon?”  21 So Jesus answered and said to 
them, “Assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was 



done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ it will 
be done.  22 And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.” 
 
Jesus spoke of judgment against a tree and a mountain. The fig tree that withered away was the fall 
of the Jewish nation, but then the mountain will be thrown into the sea after that. The tree is burned 
up in the first trumpet; the mountain is thrown into the sea in the second trumpet.  
 
(8) “a great mountain burning with fire.” 
 
Mountains in the Bible refer to kingdoms. 
 
Referring to the fall of Babylon: 
(Jeremiah 51:25) “Behold, I am against you, O destroying mountain, who destroys all the earth,” says 
the Lord. “And I will stretch out My hand against you, roll you down from the rocks, and make you a 
burnt mountain.” 
 
The scene of the second trumpet draws from the description of the fall of ancient Babylon. It also 
alludes to the end time judgment and fall of spiritual Babylon described in Revelation 14:8 and 18:2.  
 
The kingdom of Christ is represented as a large stone cut out from a mountain: 
(Daniel 2:44) And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall 
never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and 
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 
 
What is the mountain thrown into the sea? Imperial Rome, aka the Roman Empire. It was the 
primary enemy of God’s church using persecution to quench the proclamation of the gospel.  
 
As ancient Babylon conquered Jerusalem and destroyed its temple, Imperial Rome destroyed 
Jerusalem and the reconstructed temple in AD 70—about 25 years before John wrote the book of 
Revelation. After carrying out this work of judgment against Jerusalem—its leaders and people—it 
continued to exist as a unified Empire for 300 years. Yet it finally came to its end in the late fourth 
and early fifth centuries. 
 
(9) “a third of the living creatures in the sea died.” 
 
The preaching of the gospel by the church went to every “creature.” This is how Paul described the 
objective of his minister as a preacher of the gospel. 
 
(Colossians 1:21–23) 21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked 
works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and 
blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and 
steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was 
preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.  
 



This preaching was to go into all of the inhabited world. The sea symbolizes a multitude of many 
people; or populated area.  
 
(Isaiah 17:12–13) 12 Woe to the multitude of many people who make a noise like the roar of the seas, 
and to the rushing of nations that make a rushing like the rushing of mighty waters! 13 The nations 
will rush like the rushing of many waters; but God will rebuke them and they will flee far away, and 
be chased like the chaff of the mountains before the wind, like a rolling thing before the whirlwind.  
 
(Revelation 17:15) 15 Then he said to me, “The waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are 
peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues.” 
 
This is telling us that the gospel was preached to many, but a large number of those that received 
the gospel fell away because of Roman persecution.  
 
“a third of the ships were destroyed.” 
 
The third of the ships destroyed is a reference to the faith that was lost by the living creatures. 
 
(1 Timothy 1:18–19) 18 This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies 
previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 19 having faith and a 
good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck.  
 
Those that keep their faith in Jesus have an anchor that keeps them from suffering shipwreck: 
(Hebrews 6:19) This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast… 
 
Proverbs 31 is not only a description of the differences between corrupt vs. virtuous women, it’s a 
revelation of the corrupt vs. virtuous churches: 
(Proverbs 31:1, KJV) The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him. 
 
Notice how the passage describes the virtuous woman: 
(Proverbs 31:14) She is like the merchant ships, she brings her food from afar. … 18 She perceives that 
her merchandise is good, and her lamp does not go out by night. 
 
Ships are for selling merchandise. It is their primary purpose. The merchandise sold by the virtuous 
woman is “good” and her “lamp” never goes out. The merchandise of the virtuous woman is the 
gospel of Jesus Christ; the merchandise of the corrupt woman is a false theory of the gospel.  
 
This is the imagery given to John in Revelation 18, pertaining to the corrupt church, spiritual Babylon 
the Great, that became a “merchant” to the world: 
(Revelation 18:15–18) 15 The merchants of these things, who became rich by her, will stand at a 
distance for fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, 16 and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city that 
was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls! 

17 For in one hour such great riches came to nothing.’ Every shipmaster, all who travel by ship, 



sailors, and as many as trade on the sea, stood at a distance 18 and cried out when they saw the 
smoke of her burning, saying, ‘What is like this great city?’  
 
Clearly, the reference here is to a period where a separation occurs between the genuine and 
counterfeit gospel—the merchandising of truth and error. Furthermore, deception grew as 
persecution eased with the decline of the Roman Empire. Its eventual fall gave state authority to a 
church in rapid decline along with an unprecedented level of corruption within.  
 
The first two trumpet judgments came against two powers—the Jewish nation and Imperial Rome. 
These nations united in the crucifixion of Christ. One after the other, they opposed God, His people, 
and the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
NOTE: The next two trumpets depict the growing compromise (3rd) and corruption (4th) in the church 
from the Constantine era through the rule of Papal Rome—the period when church and state 
merged to rule the developing world. This includes the Middle Ages and its unrivaled authority 
lasting 1260 years. 
 
Trumpet 3 
 
(Revelation 8:10–11) 10 Then the third angel sounded: And a great star fell from heaven, burning like 
a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. 11 The name of the star is 
Wormwood. A third of the waters became wormwood, and many men died from the water, because 
it was made bitter.  
 
CHURCH: Pergamos (Compromised) 
SEAL: Black Horse 
DATES: 313–538 
 
(10) “a great star fell from heaven.”  
 
Stars frequently represent angels.  
 
(Job 38:7) 7 When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 
 
This star is “great,” which indicates that we are dealing with a superior angel. 
 
(Isaiah 14:12, NIV) How you have fallen from heaven, morning star, son of the dawn! You have been 
cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations! 
 
Of course, we know that Lucifer was the angel that drew a third of the stars from heaven. 
 
(Revelation 12:3–4a) 3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having 
seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads.  4 His tail drew a third of the stars of 
heaven and threw them to the earth. … 



 
(10) “burning like a torch.”  
 
Here we find a false light coming into the church. This is what initiates the growth of compromise 
and corruption that follows.  
 
(10) “it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water.” 
 
Springs of water are often associated with refreshment; nourishment. In this case, it’s the spiritual 
kind.  
 
(Isaiah 12:3) 3 Therefore with joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 
 
We thrive when we are planted next to springs of waters. This is also associated with obedience to 
the Word of God; the law of the Lord. 
 
(Psalm 1:2–3) 2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night. 3 
He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose 
leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper. 
 
(11) “The name of the star is wormwood … the waters became wormwood.”  
 
The name is the character of this star. In this case, the star if Satan who has a bitter character that is 
void of righteousness. Instead, it is the outworking of the sinful heart that looks to gratify its own 
pleasures.  
 
Water is the symbol of life that comes through the gospel (Rev 22).  
 
Moses gave life to the people through the water turned from bitter to sweet: 
(Exodus 15:22–25) 22 So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea; then they went out into the 
Wilderness of Shur. And they went three days in the wilderness and found no water. 23 Now when 
they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter. Therefore the 
name of it was called Marah. 24 And the people complained against Moses, saying, “What shall we 
drink?” 25 So he cried out to the Lord, and the Lord showed him a tree. When he cast it into the 
waters, the waters were made sweet. There He made a statute and an ordinance for them, and there 
He tested them,  
 
There are two passages that give us a feel for the meaning of the symbol wormwood. The first is in 
the context of the covenant they made with the Lord. The second is specifically forsaking the law of 
God to follow the dictates of their own heart.  
 
(Deuteronomy 29:14–15, 17–18) 14 “I make this covenant and this oath, not with you alone, 15 but 
with him who stands here with us today before the LORD our God, as well as with him who is not 
here with us today … 17 and you saw their abominations and their idols which were among them—



wood and stone and silver and gold);  18 so that there may not be among you man or woman or 
family or tribe, whose heart turns away today from the Lord our God, to go and serve the gods of 
these nations, and that there may not be among you a root bearing bitterness or wormwood.”  
 
The root of wormwood turns the heart away from the Lord and fuels disobedience. This is a 
relationship issue; their heart is not devoted to God. Part of this turning away from the Lord is 
forsaking His law. 
 
(Jeremiah 9:13–15) 13 And the Lord said, “Because they have forsaken My law which I set before 
them, and have not obeyed My voice, nor walked according to it,  14 but they have walked according 
to the dictates of their own hearts and after the Baals, which their fathers taught them,”  15 therefore 
thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “Behold, I will feed them, this people, with wormwood, 
and give them water of gall to drink.” 
 
Following the decline of the Roman Empire, the water of the gospel turns bitter due as compromise 
steadily increases in the church. In the early fourth century, Constantine proclaimed his conversion 
to Christianity and commanded all people (predominantly pagan) to follow his lead or lose their life. 
As they flooded into the church, so did their beliefs and practices, which further confirmed the 
shipwreck of faith that began in the previous era. It was the church that compromised, not 
paganism. Satan succeeded in his efforts to build his own church in the world.  
 
Notice that in both passages, the worship of idols was central to their apostasy. These were brought 
into the church through paganism but repurposed to fit Christianity. Amazingly, idol veneration is a 
key part of the Roman Catholic religious system today. 
 
Wormwood in the Old Testament is also a symbol of divine punishment for apostasy. Satan polluted 
the truth through false religious leaders, who disseminated a bitter and poisonous message that 
deceived the world.  
 
Paul warned of the growing apostasy of the church: 
(2 Thessalonians 2:3–12) 3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless 
the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes and 
exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of 
God, showing himself that he is God. 
5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 6 And now you know 
what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is 
already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. 8 And then the 
lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy 
with the brightness of His coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of 
Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous deception among those 
who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for 
this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 12 that they all may 
be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.  
 



Paul wrote that Jesus would not come until the falling away—the great apostasy—happened first. 
The son of perdition is a reference to Judas, who was at first a believer but then fell away and 
became the opposer. The falling away happens from within, since you can’t fall away unless you have 
first become a believer.  
 
“Paul makes clear that the coming apostasy was delayed by ‘the restrainer,’ apparently the Roman 
Empire. The fall of Judaism and especially Rome as ‘the restrainer’ opened the door to the tide of 
prevailing medieval apostasy. The consequence of that apostasy was the spiritual death of many who 
drank of that polluted and poisonous water.” (Ranko Stefanovic, Revelation of Jesus Christ: 
Commentary on the Book of Revelation) 
 
(Acts 20:28–31) 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit 
has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 
For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 
30 Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples 
after themselves. 31 Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn 
everyone night and day with tears. 
 
This judgment warning was given to those who compromised the truth, which they did willingly by 
refusing to obey the Word of God and to follow the doctrine of the apostles. The people became 
deluded about their Christian beliefs and practices. Deep corruption of the church began to set in. 
 
(Acts of the Apostles, p. 266) Men cannot with impunity reject the warnings that God in mercy sends 
them. From those who persist in turning from these warnings, God withdraws His Spirit, leaving 
them to the deceptions that they love.  
 
Trumpet 4 
 
(Revelation 8:12) 12 Then the fourth angel sounded: And a third of the sun was struck, a third of the 
moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them were darkened. A third of the day did not 
shine, and likewise the night.  
 
CHURCH: Thyatira (Corrupted) 
SEAL: Pale Horse 
DATES: 538–1517 (Middle Ages; aka, Dark Ages) 
 
“third of the sun, moon, stars, were struck, … darkened.” 
 
The sun, moon, and stars combined represent God’s people. In this period of history, they comprised 
the church. The language here borrows from the story of Joseph’s second dream. 
 
(Genesis 37:9–10) 9 Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, “Look, I 
have dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down 
to me.”  10 So he told it to his father and his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, 



“What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall your mother and I and your brothers indeed come 
to bow down to the earth before you?” 
 
In Joseph’s dream, the sun, moon, and stars represent Jacob’s sons. In the last days, the tribes of 
Jacob comprise the spiritual church of Israel (see Rev 7).  
 
NOTE: A “third” represents rebellion, apostasy (see Rev 12:4). This means that a large part of the 
church (not exactly one-third) apostatized.  
 
In the Bible, darkness covering the earth was a symbol of the absence of the light of the gospel. By 
this time in the trumpet judgments, it is overrun with error and deception.  
 
Truth is so important! Only the truth about Christ and His salvation brings freedom from the 
darkness in this world:  
(John 8:32) “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  
 
Jesus is the Source of all light in the world. 
 
(John 1:1–5) 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2 
He was in the beginning with God.  3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing 
was made that was made.  4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  5 And the light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 
 
(Malachi 4:2) 2 But to you who fear My name the Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in His 
wings; and you shall go out and grow fat like stall-fed calves. 
 
The prophetic word of Scripture is also a light to the path of those who believe: 
(2 Peter 1:19) 19 And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light 
that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 
 
When you reject the light of truth from the Bible, you bring judgment upon yourself. It’s also possible 
this is an allusion to the prophetic voice gone silent. 
 
(John 3:18–19) 18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 
And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds were evil. 
 
This is the revelation God gave to Ezekiel when the people rejected the light: 
(Ezekiel 32:7–9) 7 “When I put out your light, I will cover the heavens, and make its stars dark; I will 
cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon shall not give her light. 8 All the bright lights of the heavens 
I will make dark over you, and bring darkness upon your land,” says the Lord God. 9 “I will also 
trouble the hearts of many peoples, when I bring your destruction among the nations, into the 
countries which you have not known.”  



 
In their rejection of the truth of God’s Word, darkness fell upon them. God removed the blessing of 
His protection and allowed people to reap the consequences of their own choices. As a result, they 
succumbed to deception, disease and war—the cost of falling under Satan’s dominion.  
 
(Ephesians 6:12) For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places. 
 
Micah portrays a picture of what happens when people fall into persistent apostasy: 
(Micah 3:5–7) 5 “Thus says the Lord concerning the prophets who make my people stray; who chant 
“Peace” while they chew with their teeth, but who prepare war against him who puts nothing into 
their mouths:  6 “Therefore you shall have night without vision, and you shall have darkness without 
divination; the sun shall go down on the prophets, and the day shall be dark for them.  7 So the seers 
shall be ashamed, and the diviners abashed; indeed they shall all cover their lips; for there is no 
answer from God.” 
 
During this period of the Middle Ages (aka the Dark Ages), darkness set in as Satan spread a false 
picture of God through his counterfeit system of worship, the Roman Church. The church ceased to 
be light to the world. The fourth trumpet describes the darkening of the spiritual sources of truth. 
Instead, a false priesthood system created a barrier between God and the people (most significantly 
in misrepresenting His character of love). It obscured the ministry of Christ for the salvation of the 
world from the people.  
 
Speaking of the time just before Christ’s first advent, Ellen White says, “the earth was dark through 
misapprehension of God” (The Desire of Ages, p. 22). This is how Satan works. He spreads false 
information about God, misrepresents His character, and brings upon the world anxiety, conflict, and 
the misapprehension of God.  
 
(Daniel 8:9–12) 9 And out of one of them came a little horn which grew exceedingly great toward the 
south, toward the east, and toward the Glorious Land.  10 And it grew up to the host of heaven; and it 
cast down some of the host and some of the stars to the ground, and trampled them. 11 He even 
exalted himself as high as the Prince of the host; and by him the daily sacrifices were taken away, 
and the place of His sanctuary was cast down. 12 Because of transgression, an army was given over to 
the horn to oppose the daily sacrifices; and he cast truth down to the ground. He did all this and 
prospered. 
 
NOTE: In the height of its power, the Papal power had completely cast truth to the ground. The 
church persecuted anyone that opposed her teachings or authority. It is a conservative estimate that 
50 million people died at the hand of the Papacy during the 1260 years of its unrivaled reign. And it 
was all done in the name of God. 
 
(John 16:2) 2 They will put you out of the synagogues; yes, the time is coming that whoever kills you 
will think that he offers God service.  



 
The judgment against the church at the time was famine and disease. Europe suffered mostly 
severely from the black plague. It was most severe in the territories of Europe and the Near East. 
 
But God never leaves mankind in a permanent condition of apostasy. He calls all to repent while 
mercy remains open to those who have rejected the truth.  
 
Recap 
 
First Trumpet: Judgment against Israel (hostility toward the early church).  
Second Trumpet: Judgment against Imperial Rome (persecution of Christians). 
Third Trumpet: Apostasy of the Christian faith (compromise with paganism). 
Fourth Trumpet: Consequences of rejecting/opposing truth (delusion sets in). 
 
Three Woes 
 
(Revelation 8:13) And I looked, and I heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a 
loud voice, “Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the 
trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!”  
 
(13) “angel (or eagle) flying through the midst of heaven.” 
 
Dozens of older and most reliable manuscripts have aetos as the word, which means “eagle” or 
“vulture.” A handful of manuscripts that were used by the KJV and NKJV translators, have angelos, 
which means “angel.”  
 
(Hosea 8:1) “Set the trumpet to your mouth! He shall come like an eagle against the house of the 
Lord, because they have transgressed My covenant and rebelled against My law.” 
 
Jesus used similar words to describe the enemies of God in the last days: 
(Luke 17:37) “Wherever the body is, there the eagles will be gathered together.” 
 
(13) “Woe, woe, woe.”  
 
The meaning of woe is “horrors.”  
 
Similar to the four horsemen in the seven seals, the first four trumpets are distinctly different from 
the last three. The last three are judgments that finally come upon the wicked—those that use the 
church system of error to suppress the truth and persecute God’s people.  
 
(Isaiah 3:10–11) “Say to the righteous that it shall be well with them, for they shall eat the fruit of 
their doings.  11 Woe to the wicked! It shall be ill with him, for the reward of his hands shall be given 
him.” 
 



This is a warning about the subsequent judgments. In the third and fourth trumpets there is a 
darkening of spiritual light through the rejection of the truths of the Bible and Christ’s ministry in the 
heavenly sanctuary. It is religious in its imagery. The next two trumpets involve warfare and politics. 
The third and fourth trumpets reveal the bitterness and darkness that is brought upon the world by 
the growing apostate church. The coming three woes brings about its destruction. 
 
“The first four trumpet plagues are given in pairs. The first two trumpets deal with the Jewish nation 
and the Roman Empire, the two nations that crucified Christ. The next two trumpets deal with 
apostate Christianity and the dread consequences of that apostasy. These four trumpets were 
intended primarily to be the divine warnings that precede the woes of the three remaining trumpets 
which are about to come upon the unfaithful.” (Ranko Stefanovic, Revelation of Jesus Christ: 
Commentary on the Book of Revelation)  
 
NOTE: In the third and fourth trumpets we find bitterness and darkness falling upon the earth. Since 
these trumpets deal with Rome’s bitter and dark influence upon the world, we can expect the three 
woes to fall upon them in judgment.  
 
“to the inhabitants of the earth.” 
 
In the book of Revelation, “the inhabitants of the earth” designates the wicked in their efforts to 
destroy the gospel and to oppose those who proclaim it. This phrase is repeated several times 
throughout the book (see 11:10; 13:8, 14; 17:8). It refers to those whose hearts are consumed with 
the religio-political power in this world rather than Christ and the kingdom of heaven.  
 
Trumpet 5 
 
(Revelation 9:1–2) 1 Then the fifth angel sounded: And I saw a star fallen from heaven to the earth. 
To him was given the key to the bottomless pit. 2 And he opened the bottomless pit, and smoke 
arose out of the pit like the smoke of a great furnace. So the sun and the air were darkened because 
of the smoke of the pit.  
 
CHURCH: Sardis (Escaping; Separating—The Reformation Period) 
DATES: 1517–1798 
 
Two Possible Interpretations 
 
There are two main camps of interpretation of what is happening in the fifth and sixth trumpets. 
Both have good arguments to support their position.  
 
One camp (traditional) generally sees a progression of judgments against the Roman Catholic Church 
during the 1260-year period of authoritarian rule. They view the nation used to inflict judgment as 
Islam—by Arab Muslims during the Crusades period during the fifth trumpet and by the Ottoman 
Turks at the rise of its Empire during the sixth trumpet. 
 



Another camp sees the release of demonic angels led by Satan and his demonic host to escalate 
judgments against a growing number of unbelievers that substituted a God-centered worldview with 
man-centered philosophy beginning in the eighteenth century. 
 
NOTE: I believe there are arguments from both sides that can be harmonized, with the exception of 
the time periods. While I align with a more traditional approach of interpretation, I do not agree with 
several of its key conclusions. 
 
(1) “a star fallen from heaven to the earth.” 
 
We have already noted that a star is a symbol of an angel (third trumpet). The angel that fell from 
heaven to earth was Satan. 
 
(Luke 10:18) And He said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” 
 
Satan is behind all the terrible things that happen to both good and bad people. This is the opposite 
of a loving God “who makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and 
on the unjust” (Matthew 5:45).  He cannot physically attack people, so he uses a variety of other 
ways to accomplish his destructive work.  
 
Satan and his demonic host work through earthly powers to wreak havoc and confusion. He destroys 
lives through military conflict, perverted theology, or secular ideology. And his primary goal is turn 
people away from God and bring suffering upon God’s people. 
 
(1) “key to the bottomless pit.” 
 
The bottomless pit is the word abussos (Gk.) or the abyss; void and dark. The equivalent word in 
Hebrew is deep, as found in the creation account.  
 
(Genesis 1:1–2) 1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without 
form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep (tâhom, Heb.). And the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the face of the waters.  
 
The bottomless pit here refers to the earth in a dark state. It is a spiritual darkness that is void of the 
light of truth and righteousness.  
 
It is the condition of the nations of the earth that is caused by Satan and his demonic host. He has a 
key to open the pit and bring darkness upon the earth. He also can bring destruction, even against 
his own agents. 
 
(Isaiah 14:12) 12 “How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut 
down to the ground, you who weakened the nations!” 
 
(2) “sun and the air were darkened because of the smoke” 



 
We saw in the previous trumpet that the sun represents Christ’s righteousness. What does the air 
represent?  
 
When the Holy Spirit fell upon the disciples in the upper room, the Bible says, “and suddenly there 
came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they 
were sitting” (Acts 2:2). 
 
Jesus told the disciples:  
(John 3:8) “The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it 
comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  
 
While the wind also represents strife, it does not fit this passage. It is describing the sun and air being 
darkened, so the symbols are referring to Christ’s righteousness (light) and the work of the Holy 
Spirit (air).  
 
Through the agency of the growing establishment of apostate Christianity, the earth was darkened 
by the obscuring of Christ’s ministry of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary. His ministry in the heavenly 
sanctuary is to apply the benefits of His righteousness to His people. Instead, the church began to 
institute a false priesthood system and removed the light of Christ’s important mediatorial work for 
us. It also refused to listen to the Holy Spirit and His leading through the Word of God to guide its 
church organization. 
 
(John 14:15–18) 15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.  16 And I will pray the Father, and He 
will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells 
with you and will be in you.  18 I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. 
 
(John 15:26) 26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me. 
 
The Spirit of truth was rejected because the Word of God and His commandments were rejected. 
Through persistent disobedience, the Holy Spirit was spurned by the spiritual leaders of the day. 
 
The smoke is a reference to idols of worship: 
(Hosea 13:2–3) Now they sin more and more, and have made for themselves molded images, idols of 
their silver, according to their skill; all of it is the work of craftsmen. They say of them, “Let the men 
who sacrifice kiss the calves!” 3 Therefore they shall be like the morning cloud and like the early dew 
that passes away, like chaff blown off from a threshing floor and like smoke from a chimney. 
 
Trumpet 5 (cont.) 
 
(Revelation 9:3–11) 3 Then out of the smoke locusts came upon the earth. And to them was given 
power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.  4 They were commanded not to harm the grass of 



the earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only those men who do not have the seal of God on 
their foreheads.  5 And they were not given authority to kill them, but to torment them for five 
months. Their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it strikes a man.  6 In those days men 
will seek death and will not find it; they will desire to die, and death will flee from them.  7 The shape 
of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle. On their heads were crowns of something like 
gold, and their faces were like the faces of men.  8 They had hair like women’s hair, and their teeth 
were like lions’ teeth.  9 And they had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the sound of their 
wings was like the sound of chariots with many horses running into battle.  10 They had tails like 
scorpions, and there were stings in their tails. Their power was to hurt men five months. 11 And they 
had as king over them the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, but in 
Greek he has the name Apollyon. 
 
(3) “then out of the smoke locusts came upon the earth” 
 
Before we jump right into what is happening here in this judgment of locusts coming upon the earth, 
we need to look in Scripture for other passages that can help with the interpretation.  
 
The book of Isaiah ties the symbols in the third and fourth trumpets to the judgment that follows: 
(Isaiah 5:20) 20 Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put darkness for light, and light 
for darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 
 
This is a warning for any entity that removes the light and sweetness of the gospel and exchanges it 
for darkness and bitterness. This is a direct warning to the growing establishment of apostate 
Christianity.  
 
What is the judgment? 
(Isaiah 5:26–30) 26 He will lift up a banner to the nations from afar, and will whistle to them from the 
end of the earth; surely they shall come with speed, swiftly. 27 No one will be weary or stumble 
among them, no one will slumber or sleep; nor will the belt on their loins be loosed, nor the strap of 
their sandals be broken; 28 whose arrows are sharp, and all their bows bent; their horses’ hooves will 
seem like flint, and their wheels like a whirlwind. 29 Their roaring will be like a lion, they will roar like 
young lions; yes, they will roar and lay hold of the prey; they will carry it away safely, and no one will 
deliver. 30 In that day they will roar against them like the roaring of the sea. And if one looks to the 
land, behold, darkness and sorrow; and the light is darkened by the clouds.  
 
QUES: What nation came against Rome during the height of its power? The Nation of Islam.  
 
Islam rose in power during the seventh century, around 632 following Muhammad’s death. 
Wikipedia explains that “within the century of the establishment of Islam upon the Arabian Peninsula 
and the subsequent rapid expansion during the early Muslim conquests, one of the most significant 
empires in world history was formed.” (Wikipedia) 
 
This was the period of a growing divide between Eastern and Western Christianity. “The terms 
"Eastern" and "Western" in this regard originated with geographical divisions in Christianity 



mirroring the cultural divide between the Hellenistic East and the Latin West, and the political divide 
of 395 AD between the Western and Eastern Roman empires.” (Wikipedia) 
 
There is a description of the army in this passage that identifies with the Saracens. Arrows, bows, 
horses, wheels (chariots), etc. The Islamic army was swift and powerful like a roaring lion. They 
waged war against infidels that are engaging in idol worship.  
 
(Jeremiah 51:14) The Lord of hosts has sworn by Himself: “Surely I will fill you with men, as with 
locusts, and they shall lift up a shout against you.” 
 
The people of Islam provided safety to God’s people.  
 
More from Joel 
 
Prophecy borrows from the Old Testament stories to reveal events in the future (because history 
repeats itself). In this case, the fifth trumpet borrows from Joel and God’s prophecy against Israel for 
its compromise, corruption, and idolatry. This same judgment comes against Papal Rome.  
 
(Joel 2:1–2) 1 Blow the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in My holy mountain! Let all the 
inhabitants of the land tremble; for the day of the Lord is coming, for it is at hand: 2 a day of darkness 
and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, like the morning clouds spread over the 
mountains. A people come, great and strong, the like of whom has never been; nor will there ever be 
any such after them, even for many successive generations.  
 
God sent waves of armies from Islam as a judgment against the Papal Rome. They were a thorn in 
the side of the papacy and were the strongest adversary for many years during the Crusades. These 
wars turned the attention of Rome away from the people of God who were faithful to God and 
would soon unite during the Protestant Reformation. Essentially, this was a war between two dark 
church-state powers; nations that were weakened by spiritual ignorance.   
 
The verses immediately following describes the power and reach of this army. It’s a frightening read! 
 
Notice the symbol of this army: 
(Joel 2:25) “So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the crawling locust, 
the consuming locust, and the chewing locust, My great army which I sent among you.” 
 
God is referring to the nation of Babylon to describe the army that is sent against His apostate 
people in Jerusalem. They are described as locusts that swarmed against them to destroy the city 
and take them captive in Babylon. 
 
The armies of Islam are described as swarming locusts here in the fifth trumpet. He borrows from 
the Old Testament prophecy of Babylon to describe His similar judgment against apostate 
Christianity. It is also interesting that Babylon is the code name used to describe apostate Christianity 
in the last days. Wow! 



 
Like waves of locusts, there were waves of attacks against the apostate church in the East, the 
territory of the Byzantine Empire. As these attacks became successful, the Eastern Church sent word 
to Rome entreating them to help fight against the armies of Islam rising up from the south. These 
battles were known as the Crusades.  
 
NOTE: Islam had its own erroneous ideas about Christ too. They did not believe that Christ (sun) is 
the Son of God, nor do they believe that the Holy Spirit (air) is a Person of the Godhead. Their fight 
against the united Christian church (East and West at the time) was motivated by their desire to 
stamp out idolatry.  
 
(4) “only those men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads.” 
 
Another reason they were a refuge for faithful Christians is because Islam was a willing pursuer of 
the apostate system of the Christian church because of its idolatry.  
 
NOTE: There were faithful believers throughout this time that kept God’s law, including the fourth 
commandment. The Waldensians from the 13th to 17th centuries are the most notable. It is true that 
the seal of God is imbedded into the Sabbath commandment and is part of the last day prophetic 
scenario, but experientially it is a settling into the truth under the conviction of the Holy Spirit.   
 
(The S.D.A. Bible Commentary 4, p. 1161) Just as soon as the people of God are sealed in their 
foreheads—it is not any seal or mark that can be seen, but a settling into the truth, both 
intellectually and spiritually, so they cannot be moved …  
 
(5, 10) “torment/hurt … for five months” 
 
This reminds us of the Genesis Flood that lasted and harmed the earth for five months (Gen. 7:24; 
8:3). During this period, Noah and his family were under special protection, and the waters of the 
great Flood could not harm them. This Flood motif is reflected here in the scene of the fifth trumpet. 
Like Noah and his family, so the genuine believers are under special protection from the plague of 
the demonic locusts harming the earth and its inhabitants for “five months.” 
 
Five prophetic months is also 150 literal years. This was a period of advancement by the Muslim 
armies against the Byzantine territory of the Eastern Church. There are several opinions about the 
dates of this period, but it refers to a horrific time for citizens in the areas where the incursions were 
taking place. The army attacked people and property, destroying their livelihood and leaving them 
nothing of value to live for. In this respect, they would “desire to die.”  
 
Here are some suggested dates: 

• Rise of Islam against apostate Christianity and the first wave of expansion from 632 – 782 
(Alberto Treiyer). 

• First Muslim attack on Constantinople in 674 to the last in 823 (C. M. Maxwell) 



• Crusades during the middle ages; the capture of Jerusalem in 1099 to the beginning of the last 
crusade in 1249 (William Shea) 

• The progress of Islam from 1299 – 1449 (Uriah Smith) [Most probable] 
 
(Revelation 9:11) And they had as king over them the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in 
Hebrew is Abaddon, but in Greek he has the name Apollyon. 
 
The Islamic armies were less organized during the fifth trumpet period. They led incursions into 
Eastern Christian territories of the Byzantine Empire and making headway to capturing 
Constantinople. Under Osman I (often referred to as Othman) the Ottoman Turks united. He was the 
founder of the Ottoman Dynasty and the first ruler of the Ottoman Empire in 1299.  
 
Edward Gibbon in his book, Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, says that the first time that the 
Ottoman Empire fought against the Eastern Roman Empire under their new king Othman I was in the 
Battle of Nicomedia on July 27, 1299 (vol. 5, p. 281). The last campaign under Othman I was against 
Bursa, which later became the staging ground for the takeover of Constantinople (to the north), the 
center of the Byzantine Empire and the Eastern Church, now the Orthodox Catholic Church.  
 
(5, 10) “torment of a scorpion” and “tails like scorpions, and there were stings in their tails.” 
 
We go back to the words of Jesus about Satan falling like lightning from heaven. But this time we 
note His protection from harm. This protection is given to those “who have the seal of God on their 
foreheads.” 
 
(Luke 10:18–19) 18 And He said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.  19 Behold, I give 
you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and 
nothing shall by any means hurt you.” 
 
There is one place in the Old Testament that refers to scorpions. Speaking through the prophet 
Ezekiel about His people that had become stubborn and rebellious: 
(Ezekiel 2:6–10) 6 “And you, son of man, do not be afraid of them nor be afraid of their words, though 
briers and thorns are with you and you dwell among scorpions; do not be afraid of their words or 
dismayed by their looks, though they are a rebellious house. 7 You shall speak My words to them, 
whether they hear or whether they refuse, for they are rebellious. 8 But you, son of man, hear what I 
say to you. Do not be rebellious like that rebellious house; open your mouth and eat what I give 
you.” 9 Now when I looked, there was a hand stretched out to me; and behold, a scroll of a book was 
in it. 10 Then He spread it before me; and there was writing on the inside and on the outside, and 
written on it were lamentations and mourning and woe. 
 
The scorpions are speaking out against the prophet of God because of their rebellion. God tells 
Ezekiel that he should not be afraid of their “words” against him. He is to listen to God instead. This 
is a major theme throughout the book of Revelation. Those who are faithful to God are obedient to 
His Word. In doing so, we worship God rather than following the ways of men.  
 



 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 
Trumpet 6 
 
CHURCH: Philadelphia (“Brotherly love”) 
DATES: 1798–1850s 
 
There are many parallels between the fifth and sixth trumpets, which means it is describing the same 
power or movement. But we also see that the attack has escalated. Here are some examples: 

• Warriors with lion's teeth (v8); now whole heads are like lions (v17). 
• Breastplates of iron (v9); now fiery red (v17).  
• Weaponry was their tail (v10); now both mouth and tail (v19).  
• Army allowed to torment, but not kill (v5); now allowed to kill (v18). 

 
Second Woe 
 
(Revelation 9:12) One woe is past. Behold, still two more woes are coming after these things. 
 
The second woe in the next verse is the sixth trumpet. It includes a growing intensity of judgment 
against the apostate Christian church.  
 
(Revelation 9:13–15) 13 Then the sixth angel sounded: And I heard a voice from the four horns of the 
golden altar which is before God, 14 saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four 
angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” 15 So the four angels, who had been prepared 
for the hour and day and month and year, were released to kill a third of mankind. 
 
(13) “four horns of the golden altar which is before God.” 
 
We are still in the Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary. This means that the events that ensue are 
still pre-1844.  
 
(14) “Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” 
 
This reminds us of a passage about the judgment of God against Babylon in the Old Testament: 
(Jeremiah 51:60, 63–64) 60 So Jeremiah wrote in a book all the evil that would come upon Babylon, all 
these words that are written against Babylon. …  63 Now it shall be, when you have finished reading 
this book, that you shall tie a stone to it and throw it out into the Euphrates.  64 Then you shall say, 
‘Thus Babylon shall sink and not rise from the catastrophe that I will bring upon her. And they shall 
be weary.’”  
 
In the sixth trumpet, God is drawing from this prophecy against the nation of Babylon to describe the 
judgment that will come against the apostate Christian church. The book of judgment is thrown into 
the Euphrates, but is revived for judgment against spiritual Babylon. 



 
(15) “prepared for the hour and day and month and year.” 
 
There is an ongoing debate today between the traditional interpretation vs. the new interpretation. 
It centers on whether this phrase refers to a prophetic time period (traditional) or a moment in time 
(new).  
 
We will explore them both. 
 
Traditional Understanding 
 
When interpreting this phrase as prophetic time, the year-day principles is applied.  
 
Hour = 15 days (1/24 of a day, or literal year) 
Day = 1 year 
Month = 30 years 
Year = 360 years 
Total – 391 years and 15 days 
 
This period started on July 27, 1449 (150 years after the first battle under Othman by the Ottoman 
Empire) and ended on August 11, 1840. The beginning date is tied to an event that led to the 
inevitable fall of Constantinople to the Ottoman Empire.  
 
The Muslim armies had gained significant control over the territory of the Eastern Christian church 
during the 150 years of torment prophesied in the fifth trumpet. The last Emperor of the empire was 
Constantine XI. He did not ascend to the throne naturally. The previous emperor, John VIII 
Palaiologos, had no heir. Instead, Constantine had to appeal to Sultan Murad II before taking the 
throne. This essentially established a truce between the two enemies and recognized the supremacy 
of the Muslim power. It relinquished the Byzantine Empire’s sovereignty, which led to its demise just 
four years later.  
 
“Constantine XI … was the last reigning Byzantine emperor, ruling as a member of the Palaiologos 
dynasty from 1449 to his death in battle at the fall of Constantinople in 1453.” (Wikipedia) 
 
“Sultan Murad died in 1451, succeeded by his 19-year-old son Mehmed II, who was obsessed with 
the conquest of Constantinople. Constantine responded by threatening to release Prince Orhan, who 
was a contender to the Ottoman throne, unless Mehmed met some of his demands. As a result, 
Mehmed considered Constantine to have broken the truce.” (Wikipedia) 
 
What happened on August 11, 1840 to end of the prophetic period? 
 
Since 1831, Muhammad Ali Pasha (founder of modern Egypt) was ruler over Egypt, Sudan and parts 
of Arabia. He also controlled the Eastern Mediterranean including its islands. After fighting for the 
Sultan of the Ottoman Empire for years, he asked him for Syria as compensation for his losses. He 



was ignored for the most part, which let him to turn against the sultan and invade Syria. After years 
of Turko-Egyptian wars, he then sought complete independence from the Ottoman Empire.  
 
It was on July 15, 1840 that Britain, Austria, Prussia, and Russia signed the Convention of London that 
lent military support to the Ottoman Empire in their efforts to quell the growing war against 
Muhammad Ali Pasha. An emissary was sent to offer Muhammad hereditary rule over Egypt if he 
would remove his army from Syria. The emissary arrived on August 11, 1840. In effect, the support 
provided by European countries was the first in a series of events that led to the dismantling of the 
Ottoman Empire. From that point on there was a rapid progress of dissolution throughout the 
Turkish empire. It was reduced to the rank of a puppet among the countries of Europe. 
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 334) In the year 1840 another remarkable fulfillment of prophecy excited 
widespread interest. Two years before, Josiah Litch, one of the leading ministers preaching the 
second advent, published an exposition of Revelation 9, predicting the fall of the Ottoman Empire. 
According to his calculations, this power was to be overthrown “in A.D. 1840, sometime in the month 
of August;” and only a few days previous to its accomplishment he wrote: “Allowing the first period, 
150 years, to have been exactly fulfilled before Deacozes ascended the throne by permission of the 
Turks, and that the 391 years, fifteen days, commenced at the close of the first period, it will end on 
the 11th of August, 1840, when the Ottoman power in Constantinople may be expected to be 
broken. And this, I believe, will be found to be the case.”—Josiah Litch, in Signs of the Times, and 
Expositor of Prophecy, August 1, 1840.  
 
Was Ellen White sharing from here experience as a Millerite or is she saying that this was the correct 
interpretation of the prophecy? We do not know. Both positions are argued still today. 
 
For proponents of prophetic time, here are some suggested dates: 

• Ottoman Empire lasting 391 years and 15 days from 1449 – 1840 (Uriah Smith and 
traditionalists) 

• Fall of the Byzantine Empire to the end of the Ottoman Empire from 1453 – 1844 (C. M. 
Maxwell) 

• End of the Byzantine Empire to the edict of toleration issued in 1844 (William Shea, Alberto 
Treiyer) 

 
The Army of the Horsemen 
 
(Revelation 9:16–17) 16 Now the number of the army of the horsemen was two hundred million; I 
heard the number of them. 17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision: those who sat on them had 
breastplates of fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sulfur yellow; and the heads of the horses were like the 
heads of lions; and out of their mouths came fire, smoke, and brimstone.  
 
The Muslim army in the fifth trumpet were just beginning to learn warfare. They would attack and 
then retreat. Under the sixth trumpet they did not retreat. They would conquer territory and grow 
their kingdom in the process. The army was much greater in number and more powerful. 
 



This passage describes their armor and weaponry. They wore colorful armor including helmets 
described as “heads of lions.” But they invented and used gun powder. They had canons and guns 
that they used to conquer the territory of the eastern empire. This is described as “fire, smoke, and 
brimstone” and it looked like it was coming from their mouths as they held it up to their eyes to aim 
the guns.   
 
Three Plagues 
 
(Revelation 9:18–21) 18 By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed—by the fire and the 
smoke and the brimstone which came out of their mouths. 19 For their power is in their mouth and in 
their tails; for their tails are like serpents, having heads; and with them they do harm. 20 But the rest 
of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, that 
they should not worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither 
see nor hear nor walk. 21 And they did not repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual 
immorality or their thefts.  
 
(18) “these three plagues.” 
 
There were ten plagues in Egypt. The first three impacted God’s people as well as the Egyptians. The 
last seven only fell upon the land of Egypt.  
 
Similarly, we find three plagues in the sixth trumpet that affect the entire world. Could it be that the 
seventh trumpet includes the seven last plagues?  
 
(18) “the fire and the smoke and the brimstone which came out of their mouths.” 
 
The combination of fire, smoke, and brimstone is always linked with judgments against the wicked. 
The Lord rained fire and brimstone from the heavens against Sodom and Gomorrah. 
 
(Genesis 19:24–25) 24 Then the Lord rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the 
Lord out of the heavens.  25 So He overthrew those cities, all the plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, 
and what grew on the ground. 
 
(19) “For their power is in their mouth and in their tails.” 
 
The reference to their mouth refers to the power of ideological argument. The most impactful 
weapon in the spiritual battle between good and evil. This is what Satan used to deceive a third of 
the angels in heaven and it is what he uses to deceive the world in the last days.  
 
The symbol of tails is false teaching; a tale.  
 
(Isaiah 9:15) The elder and honorable, he is the head; the prophet who teaches lies, he is the tail. 
 



Mohammad is the prophet of Islam. He did not teach truth, but denied the divinity of Christ and the 
Person of the Holy Spirit. God often uses false movements to accomplish His work in the world.  
 
Later in Revelation is a reference to the trading of merchandise, which is the spiritual trading of 
ideology by Satan to deceive the world.  
 
(Ezekiel 28:16) “By the abundance of your trading you became filled with violence within, nd you 
sinned…” 
 
(20) “the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent.” 
 
The judgments fell upon the apostate church in the East at first. But it will now extend to the Papal 
system of Rome, which then became the unrivaled Christian church in the world.  
 
Notice the reason behind the judgments. It emphasizes false worship including “idols of gold, silver, 
brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk.” But they also “did not repent of 
their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts.” These are the 
characteristics of the Papacy as it wielded influence over all of Europe. 
 

• Idol worship (veneration of icons) 
• Murder (persecuting the saints, martyrs) 
• Sorceries (spiritualism) 
• Sexual immorality (abuse by clergy) 
• Thefts (stealing by offering indulgences) 

 
The Newer View 
 
The newer view is receiving stronger support of late. It tends to be more consistent, relying on the 
spiritual and ideological interpretation instead of reverting to literal conclusions at times.  
 
Rather than describing physical military battles in the Middle East, as the Muslim interpretation 
argues, the fifth and sixth trumpets describe a growing spiritual battle for the minds and hearts of 
people. Satan once attacked the Christian church from the inside during the Middle Ages, but now he 
has added secularism to his arsenal in order to broaden his deception to include both the religious 
and non-religious. 
 
Ranko Stefanovic writes, “All of this suggests that the final conflict between the forces of light and 
darkness will not be military, but spiritual. The character of that conflict will be verbal and ideological 
– a battle for mind by means of persuasion rather than physical force.” 
 
This line of thought notes especially that “their power is in their mouth and in their tails.” 
 



In the sixth trumpet, “the hour and day and month and year” are units of time that are in sequence. 
Therefore, it refers to a divinely appointed moment in time when Satan and his demonic host are 
released from the prison of their circumstances. 
 
NOTE: The angel of the bottomless pit is Satan. He is confined to the spiritual prison of the abyss.  
 
(Isaiah 14:15–17) 15 Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, To the lowest depths of the Pit.  16 
“Those who see you will gaze at you, And consider you, saying: ‘Is this the man who made the earth 
tremble, Who shook kingdoms,  17 Who made the world as a wilderness And destroyed its cities, Who 
did not open the house of his prisoners?’ 
 
In 2 Peter 2:4 we learn that Satan and his angels are bound by “chains of darkness, to be reserved for 
judgment.” He was bound in chains during the apostolic age then at the end of time was given a key 
to let himself out. We can confirm this line of thought by referring to Revelation 20:2 that tells us an 
angel “laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a 
thousand years.” 
 
The scorpions are the demon host that are released to wreak havoc on the earth. But God’s people 
do not need to worry. Jesus has given us the power to overcome them.  
 
(Luke 10:18–19) 18 And He said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, I give 
you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and 
nothing shall by any means hurt you.” 
 
The fifth trumpet brings us up to the Enlightenment of the eighteenth century. The Enlightenment 
was an intellectual movement emphasizing reason, individualism, skepticism, and science, which 
gave rise to deism—the belief that God does not intervene supernaturally with the universe. 
 
While the ideological battle introduced secularism into the world during the Enlightenment, which 
led to the French Revolution (more on this in Chapter 11). The battle escalates under the sixth 
trumpet with the incredible growth of atheism throughout the world.  
 
“Ideologies emerging from the French Revolution, Marxism, materialism, evolutionism, and 
rationalism, permeate our intellectual lives. Secular and atheistic currents penetrate even religious 
lives.” (Jacques Doukhan) 
 
We are now experiencing a full-grown system of secularism and atheism today. This ideology is 
symbolized as the King of the South in Daniel 11:40–45 (Egypt), which fights against the King of the 
North (Babylon) but eventually loses. Both Egypt (secularism/atheism) and Babylon (apostate 
Christianity) are spiritual references, not the literal countries.  
 
NOTE: Before we transition to Chapter 10, it’s important to note that whether you side with the old 
or new view, the timing is the same. Both views bring us to the time of the end and the rise of the 



remnant church. Through His end time church, Christ will finish the work of proclaiming the 
everlasting gospel to all the world.  
 
Chapter 10 – Sixth Trumpet Interlude 
 
Up till now, Revelation has given us snippets of information that take us down through major eras 
throughout history. But now we finally reach the “time of the end” that is noted by two prophecies 
lasting 1260 and 2300 years. This is when biblical eschatology becomes smore detailed. The events 
are described in more detail as the prophecy slows down to record the conclusion of earth’s history 
and the final movements in the great controversy between Christ and Satan.  
 
(Revelation 10:1–7) 1 I saw still another mighty angel coming down from heaven, clothed with a 
cloud. And a rainbow was on his head, his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire. 2 He 
had a little book open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, 3 
and cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roars. When he cried out, seven thunders uttered their 
voices. 4 Now when the seven thunders uttered their voices, I was about to write; but I heard a voice 
from heaven saying to me, “Seal up the things which the seven thunders uttered, and do not write 
them.” 5 The angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised up his hand to heaven 6 
and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the things that are in it, the 
earth and the things that are in it, and the sea and the things that are in it, that there should be delay 
no longer, 7 but in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, the 
mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to His servants the prophets.  
 
Similar to the interlude in Chapter 7 that follows the sixth trumpet, which focuses on what’s 
happening with God’s people during that time, this interlude does the same during the sixth 
trumpet. The time period has moved us past 1798, but Revelation story has yet to move us past the 
heavenly sanctuary furniture in the first apartment. This means that the chronology of historical 
events has not yet arrived at 1844, the closing date of the 2300-year prophecy. 
 
(1) “mighty angel.” 
 
A similar description to this mighty angel is also found in other places in the Bible: 
 
Here is a description of the “Son of Man” in Revelation 1: 
(Revelation 1:14–16) His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a 
flame of fire; 15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of 
many waters; 16 He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged 
sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength. 
 
Here is a description of a “Certain Man” found in Daniel 10: 
(Daniel 10:5–6) I lifted my eyes and looked, and behold, a certain man clothed in linen, whose waist 
was girded with gold of Uphaz!  6 His body was like beryl, his face like the appearance of lightning, his 
eyes like torches of fire, his arms and feet like burnished bronze in color, and the sound of his words 
like the voice of a multitude. 



 
This is the same Person, none other than Jesus Christ.  
 
(1) “face was like the sun.” 
 
In the fourth and fifth trumpets we have a period of darkness, the Middle Ages (aka the Dark Ages). 
At the beginning of this passage we see this mighty angel that is full of light to give to the world and 
to bring it out of its condition of darkness. This light is given through a little book.  
 
(John 8:12) Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me 
shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” 
 
It’s also interesting that Daniel refers to the visions of the last days as occurring in the “night” (2:19; 
7:2, 7, 13).  
 
(Micah 3:6–7) 6 “Therefore you shall have night without vision, and you shall have darkness without 
divination; the sun shall go down on the prophets, and the day shall be dark for them. 7 So the seers 
shall be ashamed, and the diviners abashed; indeed they shall all cover their lips; for there is no 
answer from God.” 
 
Micah makes it clear that darkness comes when God ceases to speak through His prophets.  
 
Light is about to be revealed to a world still in darkness. How would Jesus give this light to the world? 
 
(2) “a little book open in his hand.” 
 
There are several direct connections between Revelation and Daniel. These are bookends to 
apocalyptic prophecy. This passage has one of them.  
 
What is described in Revelation 10 is an echo of what happened in Daniel 12:   
 
(Daniel 12:4–9) 4 “But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; 
many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.” 5 Then I, Daniel, looked; and there stood 
two others, one on this riverbank and the other on that riverbank. 6 And one said to the man clothed 
in linen, who was above the waters of the river, “How long shall the fulfillment of these wonders 
be?” 7 Then I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, when he held 
up his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever, that it shall be for 
a time, times, and half a time; and when the power of the holy people has been completely 
shattered, all these things shall be finished. 8 Although I heard, I did not understand. Then I said, “My 
lord, what shall be the end of these things?” 9 And he said, “Go your way, Daniel, for the words are 
closed up and sealed till the time of the end.” 
 



The little book was “sealed” until the “time of the end.” Only at the “time of the end” does it “open” 
for people to understand. When it opens, “many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.” 
The prophecies about the last days are unsealed and will help God’s people to advance! 
 
There are several markers that connect Revelation 10 with Daniel 12: 

• A book 
• Sealing/unsealing 
• Position of standing and declaring 
• Swearing “by Him who lives forever” 

 
Also, it is prophesied that there is a long period of time when the power of God’s people is 
“shattered” and before things are “finished.” Only after that will the delay end and the mystery of 
God “finished.” This time period that ends before things are finished is the 1260-year period 
concluding in 1798.  
 
This means that we are living in the “time of the end” and that the books of Daniel and Revelation 
are not only understood, but continue to shed light in the world.  
 
(4–5) “seven thunders … seal up … do not write them” 
 
The number seven is complete perfection. As we saw in the introduction to the trumpets, thunder 
represents the voice of God. Therefore, the seven thunders represent the complete and perfect 
voice of God as given through the prophecies of Daniel.  
 
(Daniel 8:18–19) 18 Now, as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep with my face to the 
ground; but he touched me, and stood me upright. 19 And he said, “Look, I am making known to you 
what shall happen in the latter time of the indignation; for at the appointed time the end shall be.” 
 
John was told to seal up what he heard and not to write down the interpretation. This referred to the 
book of Daniel, which would only open at the “appointed time,” after 1798.  
 
This is where William Miller fulfills his role in bringing understanding to the book of Daniel.  
 
From Wikipedia: “In September 1822, Miller formally stated his conclusions in a twenty-point 
document, including article 15: ‘I believe that the second coming of Jesus Christ is near, even at the 
door, even within twenty-one years,—on or before 1843.’” 
 
(6) “delay no longer” 
 
The “delay” refers directly to the extended period of time that Daniel is sealed and could not be 
understood. It is a delay in revealing its interpretation.  
 
“Delay” is also translated as “time” (KJV, CEB, HCSB), as in no more time. This verse is also telling us 
that there would be no more prophetic time. These were the “times” (Daniel 7:25) that the antichrist 



power sought to change by introducing counterfeit prophetic methods of interpretation during the 
counter-reformation (preterism by Luis del Alcázar; futurism by Francisco Ribera).  
 
(7) “sounding of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound” 
 
The revealing of the interpretation happens right before the seventh angel blows the trumpet. This is 
telling us that the last days are relatively “short.” 
 
(Revelation 12:12) … “Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down 
to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.” 
 
This is a warning to the world about what the devil is going to bring upon the world. Satan’s time is 
short, but he will pull off the greatest deception of all time.  
 
God does things openly and transparently; Satan does things in secret to hide his intentions.  
 
(Amos 3:7–8) 7 Surely the Lord God does nothing, Unless He reveals His secret to His servants the 
prophets.  8 A lion has roared! Who will not fear? The Lord God has spoken! Who can but prophesy? 
 
Notice that when God reveals His secrets to His prophets, it’s like a lion roaring. This is what John is 
describing in verse 10:2, saying that the mighty angel “cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roars.” 
 
(7) “the mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to His servants the prophets” 
 
The mystery of God will be revealed to the world through God’s servants the prophets. Jesus raised 
up a great prophetic movement and calls His people to proclaim its present truth to the world.  
 
What is the mystery of God? It is not just one thing, but the knowledge of God made known to His 
people by Christ. Jesus refers to these mysteries as principles of God’s kingdom as revealed in His 
teachings: 
 
(Luke 8:9–10) 9 Then His disciples asked Him, saying, “What does this parable mean?”  10 And He said, 
“To you it has been given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in 
parables, that ‘Seeing they may not see, And hearing they may not understand.’ 
 
We then make known these mysteries by the preaching of the gospel today.  
 
NOTE: There are two primary aspects to the “mystery of God” as used in this passage of Revelation. 
First, it was an increase in knowledge through the book of Daniel and its prophecies. This knowledge 
is not just about future events, but the work of God in the earth for the salvation of mankind. 
Second, it is a personal experience whereby we partake of the book and it brings a sweet and bitter 
experience. In these things—the intellectual and experiential knowledge—we have the truth and the 
spirit uniting to give us wisdom in the things of God. 
 



(Romans 16:25–27) 25 Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world 
began  26 but now made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures made known to all nations, 
according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith— 27 to God, alone 
wise, be glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen. 
 
(Ephesians 3:1–5) 1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles— 2 if indeed 
you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for you,  3 how that by 
revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already,  4 by which, when 
you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ),  5 which in other ages was not 
made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and 
prophets: 
 
God gave revelations of truth to the apostles to preach/teach to the church. Notice that Paul refers 
to those receiving these revelations as “prophets.” KEY: It’s not the revelation that is mysterious, but 
the content, which was previously unknown. They were given understanding of the mission of the 
Messiah and how He came to give His life to save the world. Specifically, they saw how Christ’s 
mission was in fulfillment of the old covenant types and shadows. 
 
(Ephesians 6:19–20) 19 and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth 
boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel,  20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it 
I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 
 
Preaching and teaching is the primary mode of revealing the mystery of God. It remains the same 
today. While we can share the love of God in a variety of ways, at some point we must teach the 
mission of the Christ. Especially within a present truth context.  
 
NOTE: What is present truth? Truth that is especially relevant for an appointed.  
 
(Colossians 1:24–27, 2:2–3, ESV) 24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am 
filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25 of which I 
became a minister according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to make the 
word of God fully known, 26 the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his 
saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the 
glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. … 2 that their hearts may be 
encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and 
the knowledge of God’s mystery, which is Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge.  
 
The Word of God could not be fully known until the Old Testament Scriptures were fulfilled by Christ. 
It was mysterious because Jesus had not yet come. Now that He has, we can know and experience 
the truth by seeing and taking in all the He has accomplished. This is the “for us” and “in us” truth.  
 
There are two opposing mysteries: 



1. The mystery of godliness (1 Timothy 3:16). God in us. We are His temple. 
2. The mystery of iniquity; lawlessness (2 Thessalonians 2:7) 

 
The mystery of God was obscured while the mystery of iniquity was propagated. The counterfeit will 
be replaced by the real.  
 
Here is what we need to know about this mystery: 
(1 Corinthians 4:1) Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of 
God.  
 
We are stewards of the mysteries of God. We are responsible for preaching what Ellen White calls 
“the truth as it is in Jesus.” These are truths that Christ entrusted to His church. 
 
(Luke 24:44–45) 44 Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 
and the Psalms concerning Me.” 45 And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend 
the Scriptures. 
 
“The subject of the sanctuary was the key which unlocked the mystery of the disappointment of 
1844. It opened to view a complete system of truth, connected and harmonious, showing that God's 
hand had directed the great advent movement and revealing present duty as it brought to light the 
position and work of His people.” 
 
Why would the heavenly sanctuary open up “a complete system of truth” in the Scriptures? Because 
it reveals the work of God and Jesus as the Messiah, who fulfilled all things written about Him.  
 
Compare the following two verses: 
 
(Romans 11:33) Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out! 
 
(Psalm 77:12–13) 12 I will also meditate on all Your work, and talk of Your deeds. 13 Your way, O God, 
is in the sanctuary; Who is so great a God as our God? 
 
One writer said, “the Old Testament is the New Testament concealed; the New Testament is the Old 
Testament revealed.” 
 
<<<REWORK>>> In conclusion, the mystery is revealed to God’s people (Matt. 13:11; 1 Cor. 2:6–8; 
Eph. 1:9), who have now become “stewards of the mysteries of God” (1 Cor. 4:1; Eph. 3:7). We are to 
preach these mysteries to people so they have an opportunity to know. God is not hiding, but has 
brought full disclosure about Himself and His purposes for the salvation of the world.  
 
The Bittersweet Experience 
 



(Revelation 10:8–11) 8 Then the voice which I heard from heaven spoke to me again and said, “Go, 
take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea and on the earth.” 9 
So I went to the angel and said to him, “Give me the little book.” And he said to me, “Take and eat it; 
and it will make your stomach bitter, but it will be as sweet as honey in your mouth.” 10 Then I took 
the little book out of the angel’s hand and ate it, and it was as sweet as honey in my mouth. But 
when I had eaten it, my stomach became bitter. 11 And he said to me, “You must prophesy again 
about many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings.”  
 
(9) “take and eat it …” 
 
This is both a personal and corporate experience. But we see here the experience of the Millerites 
that ate the book of Daniel (it’s truths), but then experienced the bitter disappointment of Jesus not 
returning to earth in 1844.  
 
It was sweet to discover these special truths for the last days. 
 
(Jeremiah 15:16) Your words were found, and I ate them, and Your word was to me the joy and 
rejoicing of my heart; for I am called by Your name, O LORD God of hosts. 
 
It was a was bitter experience to go through after the key part of the Millerite interpretation failed. 
 
There are many parallels between the disappointment of the disciples of Jesus after the cross and 
the Millerites after October 22, 1844: 

• Both misunderstood the prophecies about Christ’s work. 
• Each had a predecessor announcing the fulfillment (John the Baptist; William Miller). 
• Jesus’ changes ministry after the cross (HP); after the disappointment (MHP). 
• Two receive revelation (disciples on road to Emmaus; Millerites walking through a cornfield).  
• Time prophecy confirmed God’s leading; the early church (Messianic 70-week prophecy) and 

Sabbatarian Adventists (1798 and 1844). 
• Gospel message explodes afterward through the public preaching of present truth regarding 

Christ’s special work (apostles; pioneers). 
• People rise up against the truth to deceive the people (Sanhedrin; apostate Christians). 
• Each time a church is established (early church; end time church). 

 
The day after the disappointment, two Millerites (disciples), were walking through a cornfield and 
received illumination from God on the sanctuary. This is a parallel to the two disciples that walked 
with Jesus on the road to Emmaus and received illumination from Him about the mission of the 
Messiah. Both events were catalysts for the message moving forward.  
 
What was it that William Miller and the Millerites did not understand? 
 
(Daniel 8:14) And he said to me, “For two thousand three hundred days; then the sanctuary shall be 
cleansed.”  



 
They misinterpreted the sanctuary and cleansing. The sanctuary is not the earth, nor was cleansing 
to occur by fire. It was the sanctuary in heaven that Jesus would cleanse from sin as He entered into 
the yearly aspect of His intercessory work in our behalf. It was a work of judgment and the 
purification of His people, saving His people and preparing them to live with Him forever.  
 
NOTE: The dates of this prophecy started and ended with late barley harvest years (Karaite Calendar) 
and, therefore, an extra month in the year and late Day of Atonement. More than that, when 
transposing the date in 457 BC to the Julian Calendar, scholars date the Day of Atonement in 457 BC 
to October 22. Amazing! 
 
(11) “You must prophesy again …” 
 
The message that the Seventh-day Adventist Church has been given comprises a complete “system 
of truth,” including God’s blueprint for salvation of the world.  
 
Before Jesus returned, a pure gospel was to be proclaimed to all. Why? Because the Protestant world 
had not yet fully separated from the teachings of Rome. 
 
“The present truth, the special message given to our world, even the third angel’s message, 
comprehends a vast field, containing heavenly treasures. No one can be excusable who says, ‘I will 
no longer have anything to do with these special messages; I will preach Christ.’ No one can preach 
Christ, and present the truth as it is in Jesus, unless he presents the truths that are to come before 
the people at the present time, when such important developments are taking place.” (Manuscript 
33, 1897) 
 
Most Millerites walked away from the message. There were four options in response to the great 
disappointment of October 22, 1844: 

1. Give the message up entirely 
2. Adjust the prophetic timeline 
3. Spiritualize the event 
4. Discover the accurate interpretation and fulfillment 

 
The Seventh-day Adventist Church was born out of the fourth option.  
 
Notice what happened to those who rejected the midnight cry and remained in the fallen churches: 
“I saw the Father rise from the throne, and in a flaming chariot go into the holy of holies within the 
veil, and sit down. Then Jesus rose up from the throne, and the most of those who were bowed 
down arose with Him. I did not see one ray of light pass from Jesus to the careless multitude after He 
arose, and they were left in perfect darkness. … 
     I turned to look at the company who were still bowed before the throne; they did not know that 
Jesus had left it. Satan appeared to be by the throne, trying to carry on the work of God. I saw them 
look up to the throne, and pray, “Father, give us Thy Spirit.” Satan would then breathe upon them an 
unholy influence; in it there was light and much power, but no sweet love, joy, and peace. Satan's 



object was to keep them deceived and to draw back and deceive God's children.” (Early Writings, p. 
55) 
 
(Matthew 25:6) “And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to 
meet him!’” 
 
This was the midnight cry that sparked the great Advent movement. The church once again goes 
forth to conquer! APPL: We have nothing to fear. 
 
NOTE: One of the meanings of the blowing of a trumpet in the Old Testament was to go forward. The 
Adventists at this time saw God working at that time. Everything told them to go forward, keep 
pressing on because they were on the right path.  
 
Ellen White’s first vision describes what had happened: 
“It was not long after the passing of the time, in 1844, that my first vision was given me. I was visiting 
Mrs. Haines at Portland, a dear sister in Christ, whose heart was knit with mine; five of us, all 
women, were kneeling quietly at the family altar. While we were praying, the power of God came 
upon me as I had never felt it before. 
     I seemed to be surrounded with light, and to be rising higher and higher from the earth. I turned 
to look for the advent people in the world, but could not find them, when a voice said to me, "Look 
again, and look a little higher." At this, I raised my eyes, and saw a straight and narrow path, cast up 
high above the world. On this path the advent people were traveling to the city which was at the 
farther end of the path. They had a bright light set up behind them at the beginning of the path, 
which an angel told me was the ‘midnight cry.’ [See Matthew 25:6.] This light shone all along the 
path, and gave light for their feet, so that they might not stumble. 
     If they kept their eyes fixed on Jesus, who was just before them, leading them to the city, they 
were safe. But soon some grew weary, and said the city was a great way off, and they expected to 
have entered it before. Then Jesus would encourage them by raising His glorious right arm, and from 
His arm came a light which waved over the advent band, and they shouted ‘Alleluia!’ Others rashly 
denied the light behind them, and said that it was not God that had led them out so far. The light 
behind them went out, leaving their feet in perfect darkness, and they stumbled and lost sight of the 
mark and of Jesus, and fell off the path down into the dark and wicked world below. …” (Christian 
Experience and Teachings of Ellen G. White, p. 57) 
 
She goes on to describe the second coming of Jesus, the seven day trip to heaven, and entering into 
eternity. 
 
What differentiated the Adventist church from others?  

• It championed the mantra of the Reformers and allowed the Bible to interpret itself. It also 
accepted the historicist method of interpretation and its year-day principle. 

• It rejected dispensational theology developed by the father of dispensationalism, John Nelson 
Darby, in the 1800s (further developing the futurist method of prophetic interpretation). It 
was then popularized in the United States by Cyrus Scofield during the 1900s. The theory 
originated during the counter-reformation to deflect attention away from Papal Rome. 



• It recognized the special role it would play as God’s remnant church tasked to bring great light 
to the world (in just about every area of biblical teaching). 

 
(Daniel 12:10) Many shall be purified, made white, and refined, but the wicked shall do wickedly; and 
none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand. 
 
Chapter 11 
 
This is a continuation of the sixth trumpet interlude. There should have been no chapter division. 
 
There are two parts to chapter 11: 1) measuring the temple, and 2) the two witnesses.  
 
Measuring the Temple 
 
(Revelation 11:1–2) 1 Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the angel stood, saying, “Rise 
and measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who worship there.  2 But leave out the court 
which is outside the temple, and do not measure it, for it has been given to the Gentiles. And they 
will tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two months.”  
 
(1) “measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who worship there” 
 
“Measurement” is a judgment or evaluation of a person or thing.  
 
Three things are measured in the context of God’s true character: 

1. The temple of God is the heavenly sanctuary. God’s character is revealed in His plan of 
salvation for all mankind. His love for mankind becomes clear and real as we see all that God 
has done to save fallen beings. APPL: Deism was the belief that God created the world but 
then has no personal involvement in what happens here; no supernatural revelation through 
Scripture, miracles, etc.   
This is one of the things that Seventh-day Adventists do through the sanctuary doctrine. We 
see the character of God through the plan of salvation as we consider the different 
compartments and furniture. These things reveal who God is and what He is doing today 
(theodicy = vindicating God’s goodness in light of the existence of evil). 

2. The altar (of burnt offering). If this is the altar of burnt offering (see below for a different 
interpretation for the altar of incense), it refers to the cross where the ultimate demonstration 
of the love of God for all humanity took place.  
(Romans 5:8–11) 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall 
be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God 
through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His 
life. 11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received the reconciliation. 



3. Those who worship there. Christians throughout history have misrepresented the character of 
God through their life and testimony. But at this point in history we see this call to see God’s 
true character as seen in His remnant people and heard in their message. This is truth!  

 
Measuring these things is all about revealing God and His true character as seen in the life, ministry, 
and death of Christ. His character is now seen in the beliefs and practices of God’s last day people. 
 
(2 Corinthians 4:6) For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in 
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 
(Ephesians 3:14–19) 14 For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 from 
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 16 that He would grant you, according to the 
riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able 
to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height—19 to know the 
love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
 
(SDA Bible Commentary 7, 972) Here is the work going on, measuring the temple and its worshipers 
to see who will stand in the last day. Those who stand fast shall have an abundant entrance into the 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
(2) “But leave out the court which is outside the temple” 
 
There are two passages in the Bible that describe the measuring of the same three things mentioned 
here. The chapters are Leviticus 16 and Ezekiel 40-44. All are connected with the Day of Atonement. 
 
Here is a passage from Leviticus: 
(Leviticus 16:32–33) 32 And the priest, who is anointed and consecrated to minister as priest in his 
father’s place, shall make atonement, and put on the linen clothes, the holy garments;  33 then he 
shall make atonement for the Holy Sanctuary, and he shall make atonement for the tabernacle of 
meeting and for the altar, and he shall make atonement for the priests and for all the people of the 
assembly. 
 
These passages also provide insight as to what is happening in Revelation 11. It is pointing to the 
antitypical Day of Atonement when the investigative judgment takes place.  
 
In an apocalyptic sense, these three things are part of the pre-advent judgment: 

1. Temple/Tabernacle. This is the heavenly sanctuary. It’s interesting that the Greek word used 
here is naos, meaning the Most Holy Place, rather than hieron, which refers to the entire 
sanctuary. The measuring is pointing to the ministry that is about to begin in that second 
apartment.  

2. Altar (of incense). There are strong arguments for this being the altar of incense. John is 
specifically instructed to leave out the courtyard, which is where the altar of burnt offering is 
located. From the altar of incense ascends the prayers of the saints with the righteousness of 



Christ making the gospel a powerful force in the world once again. Hebrews 9:3–4 includes the 
altar of incense among the furniture of the Most Holy Place because it is functionally part of 
the Day of Atonement service.  

3. People. Measuring includes the judgment of God’s people. This is a measurement of their 
character and how they represent Christ to the world.  
(Hebrews 12:22–24) 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, 23 to the general assembly and 
church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of 
just men made perfect, 24 to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of 
sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel. 
Mount Zion is the city of the living God. As believers in Christ, we are already citizens of that 
city, the New Jerusalem. We are “registered” in heaven even though we are not yet physically 
there.  

 
The most important thing we take from the two related passages is that they point to the restoration 
of the temple and specifically the mediatorial work of the High Priest. Eschatologically, this is the 
restoration of important truths that is clearly seen after the book is opened and eaten.  
 
The truth about the heavenly sanctuary has been trampled by the visible church for centuries (see 
Daniel 8:11–12) and at this time, before the blowing of the seventh trumpet, it comes back to with 
incredible power as we recognize Christ in His proper place as High Priest.  
 
Also, this work in the temple reaches to the earth where the “priesthood of all believers” carry out 
the will of God as ambassadors of reconciliation.  
 
Coincides with the Sealing 
 
With regard to God’s people, Ranko Stefanovic writes: 
“Comparing the interludes between the sixth and seventh seals and the sixth and seventh trumpets 
suggests that the measuring of Revelation 11:1 is related to the sealing of God’s people (Rev. 7:1–4). 
… The measuring and sealing must be placed side by side, for both portray the divine work of grace 
in human lives. The measuring, however, is for the purpose of deciding who is to be sealed—namely, 
those who belong to God and are faithful to him. These will be protected during the time of the final 
tribulation.” (The Revelation of Jesus Christ: Commentary on the Book of Revelation) 
 
The measuring of God’s people happens in conjunction with the sealing that takes place just before 
before the seventh trumpet blows. That sealing is an investigation into their lives to reveal to the 
angels and the universe that we have been transformed by God’s grace; regenerated in the image of 
God.  
 
(2) “it has been given to the Gentiles” … “they will tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two 
months” 
 



This is a clear reference to the 1260 years of papal supremacy throughout the Christian world, before 
the temple could be “measured”—meaning that it could not be clearly seen and understood.  
 
It is a look back to the time before light and truth is brought to the forefront by the remnant church. 
It is also before the book of Daniel was opened to everyone’s understanding. 
 
Two Witnesses 
 
In this part of the passage we step back in history as we begin to segue into the seventh trumpet. 
Before we get there, it’s important to learn some more details from the history leading up to blowing 
of the last trumpet. 
 
(Revelation 11:3–4) 3 And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand 
two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.” 4 These are the two olive trees and the two 
lampstands standing before the God of the earth. 
 
(3) “two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in 
sackcloth” 
 
During the 1260 years of the papacy’s unrivaled rule, the two witnesses prophesied. They could not 
be hurt or destroyed from doing their work. But they prophesied under duress, not having the 
freedom to speak the truth openly.  
 
Who or what are these two witnesses? 
 
Some of the modern interpretations are that this is Moses and Elijah. But this interpretation 
becomes impossible in that their witness lasts 1260 years. Furthermore, verse seven tells us that 
they are killed, so it cannot be Moses and Elijah because they are immortal. So, we need to go to 
Scripture to find out who these two witnesses are.  
 
But first we must ask the question, What do witnesses do? They testify, or bear testimony about 
something or someone. 
 
(John 5:39) You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they 
which testify of Me. 
 
The Holy Scriptures—Old Testament and New Testament—testify of Christ and His mission to save. 
These Testaments comprise the “Word of the Lord.” 
 
(Isaiah 8:20) To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is 
because there is no light in them. 
 



The reason why many people have a tough time understanding the Word of God is because they 
search only the New Testament. The false teachings of Babylon have taught them that the Old 
Testament equates to old covenant and that it is a dispensation of law, not grace. 
 
(4) “these are the two olive trees and the two lampstands.” 
 
The prophet Zechariah speaks about olive trees and a lampstand.  
 
(Zechariah 4:1–6) 1 Now the angel who talked with me came back and wakened me, as a man who is 
wakened out of his sleep. 2 And he said to me, “What do you see?” So I said, “I am looking, and there 
is a lampstand of solid gold with a bowl on top of it, and on the stand seven lamps with seven pipes 
to the seven lamps. 3 Two olive trees are by it, one at the right of the bowl and the other at its left.” 4 
So I answered and spoke to the angel who talked with me, saying, “What are these, my lord?” 5 Then 
the angel who talked with me answered and said to me, “Do you not know what these are?” And I 
said, “No, my lord.” 6 So he answered and said to me: “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: 
‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord of hosts. 
 
Several lessons from the passage: 

• The lampstand has seven lamps. The lamps are the church according to Revelation 1. 
(Matthew 5:14) “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 

• Jesus was the light of the world while He was in it (John 9:5); we continue to radiate that light 
today. The light that shines comes through the Bible: 
(Psalm 119:105) Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

• Revelation 11:2 says that “they will tread the holy city underfoot” for 1260 years. While Zion is 
the New Jerusalem, its inhabitants are still on the earth.  

 
(Zechariah 4:11–14) 11 Then I answered and said to him, “What are these two olive trees—at the 
right of the lampstand and at its left?” 12 And I further answered and said to him, “What are these 
two olive branches that drip into the receptacles of the two gold pipes from which the golden oil 
drains?” 13 Then he answered me and said, “Do you not know what these are?” And I said, “No, my 
lord.” 14 So he said, “These are the two anointed ones, who stand beside the Lord of the whole 
earth.” 
 

• The trees send oil to the branches, which drain into the bowl. The oil from the olive trees 
represents the Holy Spirit, which causes light to shine through God’s people.  

• In the Bible, God’s people are trees of righteousness. Jesus said that His mission to deliver His 
people would result in making them “trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that He 
may be glorified” (Isaiah 61:3). But God’s people are also branches that are connected to the 
trunk, or vine: “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears 
much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). 

 
The Word of God in the two testaments cannot witness on the shelf. The Word comes alive when it 
is taught and preached by the body of Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit. This happens when its 



members are abiding in Jesus and by His Spirit testify to the truth. Collectively, the church is the lamp 
that takes the light of the Word of God to the world.   
 
Spiritual Sodom and Egypt 
 
(Revelation 11:5–6) 5 And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and 
devours their enemies. And if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this manner.  6 These 
have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they have power 
over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they desire.  
 
(5–6) “if anyone wants to harm them … these have power” 
 
Here we have the “if this … then that” warnings for the people that oppose the advancement of 
God’s kingdom. 
 
(Revelation 22:18–19) 18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: 
If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book;  19 and if 
anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from 
the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. 
 
The two witnesses, the Word of God, are alive and powerful. Their “prophecy” can bring fire and 
death, even plagues, to those who oppose them.  
 
(Hebrews 4:12) For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword … 
 
(Psalm 138:2) I will worship toward Your holy temple, and praise Your name For Your lovingkindness 
and Your truth; for You have magnified Your word above all Your name. 
 
(5) “fire proceeds from their mouth” 
 
Note the experience of the prophet Jeremiah when it came to receiving God’s Word: 
 
(Jeremiah 5:14) Therefore thus says the Lord God of hosts: “Because you speak this word, behold, I 
will make My words in your mouth fire, and this people wood, and it shall devour them.” 
 
(Jeremiah 20:9) … But His word was in my heart like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I was weary 
of holding it back, and I could not. 
 
(6) “shut heaven so that no rain” 
 
These verses allude to Elijah and the rain that stopped and began again at the Word of the Lord: 
 
(1 Kings 17:1) And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord God of 
Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except at my word.” 



 
(1 Kings 18:1) And it came to pass after many days that the word of the Lord came to Elijah, in the 
third year, saying, “Go, present yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the earth.” 
 
(6) “strike the earth with plagues” 
 
The Word of the Lord is what brought the plagues upon Egypt: 
 
(Exodus 4:28–31; 5:1–2) 28 So Moses told Aaron all the words of the Lord who had sent him, and all 
the signs which He had commanded him.  29 Then Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all 
the elders of the children of Israel.  30 And Aaron spoke all the words which the Lord had spoken to 
Moses. Then he did the signs in the sight of the people.  31 So the people believed; and when they 
heard that the Lord had visited the children of Israel and that He had looked on their affliction, then 
they bowed their heads and worshiped. 1 Afterward Moses and Aaron went in and told Pharaoh, 
“Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘Let My people go, that they may hold a feast to Me in the 
wilderness.’” 2 And Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do 
not know the LORD, nor will I let Israel go.” 
 
No king in history engaged in more highhanded rebellion against the authority of Heaven than did 
Egypt’s Pharaoh ruling in Moses’ day.  
 
When they Finish their Testimony 
 
(Revelation 11:7–10) 7 When they finish their testimony, the beast that ascends out of the 
bottomless pit will make war against them, overcome them, and kill them.  8 And their dead bodies 
will lie in the street of the great city which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord 
was crucified.  9 Then those from the peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations will see their dead bodies 
three-and-a-half days, and not allow their dead bodies to be put into graves.  10 And those who dwell 
on the earth will rejoice over them, make merry, and send gifts to one another, because these two 
prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth. 
 
(7) “When they finish their testimony” 
 
The testimony of the two witnesses was proclaimed in sackcloth for 1260 years. It is at the end of 
that period that their testimony is silenced.  
 
The book of Revelation opens with this statement: 
(Revelation 1:9) I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and 
patience of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the 
testimony of Jesus Christ. 
 
The testimony of Jesus comes through the Word of God. It also is given through His prophets. 
(Revelation 19:10) “… Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”  
 



There is much evidence pointing to the Word of God, the Old and New Testaments, are the two 
witnesses. Jesus will bear His testimony through the written word and it will serve as judge against 
those who disregard or outright disobey the truth.  
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 268) Such are the warnings which God has given to guard men against 
changing in any manner that which He has revealed or commanded. These solemn denunciations 
apply to all who by their influence lead men to regard lightly the law of God. They should cause those 
to fear and tremble who flippantly declare it a matter of little consequence whether we obey God's 
law or not. All who exalt their own opinions above divine revelation, all who would change the plain 
meaning of Scripture to suit their own convenience, or for the sake of conforming to the world, are 
taking upon themselves a fearful responsibility. The written word, the law of God, will measure the 
character of every man and condemn all whom this unerring test shall declare wanting. 
 
(7) “the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit will make war against them, overcome them, 
and kill them” 
 
According to Daniel 7, a beast is a king or kingdom. Today we call them a nation. There is a kingdom 
that came out of the darkness of the middle ages that is spiritually bankrupt. This is why it is called 
“spiritually” Sodom and Egypt. NOTE: Pharaoh said “Who is the LORD, that I should obey His voice” 
(Exodus 5:2).  
 
There is only one event in history that fits these details and that is during the de-Christianization of 
France during the French Revolution. It was the first time that an entire nation declared war on the 
Christianity and the Bible. In actuality, this was a rejection of the picture of God held by the Church 
of Rome. The enlightenment period brought reason to the forefront of society and the people sought 
complete freedom from the tyranny of the church. This is what happens when God’s character is 
misrepresented and people view Him as an angry deity, harsh, exacting, and the cause of all bad 
things that happen in the world.  
 
Historians have referred to this aspect of the French Revolution as the Reign of Terror.  
 
On October 15, 1793 Marie-Joseph Chénier gave a speech in the name of the Committee and 
endorsed by the Convention, and then printed for the public. He declared, “Wrench the sons of the 
Republic from the yoke of theocracy which now weighs upon them. … [T]hen, freed from prejudice 
and worthy to represent the French nation, you will be able, on the ruins of fallen superstitions, to 
found the one universal religion, which has neither secrets nor mysteries, whose one dogma is 
equality, whose orators are the laws, whose pontiffs are the magistrates, which asks no incense from 
the great human family to burn save before the altar of our country, our mother, and our deity.” (A. 
Aulard, Christianity and the French Revolution, 1927, p. 104) 
 
Then in November of 1793, the Council of the Commune outlawed all religions, including Christianity, 
except for the worship of Reason. This began the Reign of Terror against Christianity.  
 



“The Commune of Paris . . . on the 3rd Frimaire of the Year II (24th November, 1793), on the request 
of Chaumette, … decreed ‘that all the churches and chapels of every religion and sect which exist in 
Paris shall be closed forthwith,’ and also that anyone who asked for their reopening should be 
arrested as a suspicious person.” (ibid., p. 109) 
 
(8) “dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt” 
 
Some suggest that the decree outlawing Christianity ended on May 9, 1794 with a new decree for 
the “Worship of the Supreme Being.” However, this was merely a shift to Deism (otherwise atheism 
lite). Reason had taken on another more discrete form as persecution of Christian leaders continued. 
The decree for the “Worship of the Supreme Being” was actually a continuation of the attack against 
Christianity. 
 
On August 2, 1794 (three months later), The Times newspaper in England printed the following 
transcript of the orders and decrees by the French government:  
 

Decreed: That religious worship shall be exercised as usual. 
Ordered: That all Priests and Bishops performing Mass, be put to death immediately. 
Decreed: That there is no God, nor any power superior to man; and that a throne be erected to 

Reason. 
Ordered: That it be made known to the Public, that the Convention do believe in a Supreme 

Being, who is above all things. 
Decreed: That death is an eternal sleep, and the idea of an hereafter ridiculous. 
Decreed: That the French Nation is free, and every individual shall fully enjoy LIBERTY. 
Decreed: That all persons shall enjoy full Liberty of Speech. 
Ordered: That whoever finds fault with the proceedings of the Convention, be sent to the 

Revolutionary Tribunal—that is—put to death. 
Ordered: That whoever talks of restoring Royalty as a branch of the Constitution, be put to death. 
Ordered: That Great Britain be invaded, and the national flag hoisted on the Tower of London; 

and that the English be invited to follow the example of France, and destroy Royalty. 
Decreed: That France is a brave, a generous, and a humane people; and that their wish is to make 

all mankind happy. 
 
These actions against God and religion was a catalyst for atheism (Pharaoh) and lawlessness 
(Sodom). It forever changed the culture of France and the world.  
 
“It is the most tyrannical of all the acts of the Revolution, and is not surpassed by anything in the 
records of absolute monarchy. For the decree of Prairial suppressed the formalities of law in political 
trials . . . no time was to be lost with witnesses, written depositions, or arguments. … Robespierre 
had only to send a deputy’s name to the public accuser, and he would be in his grave next day. … The 
victims increased rapidly in number … the guillotine was removed to a distant part of the city, where 
a deep trench was dug to carry away such quantities of blood.” (John Emerich Edward Dalberg-
Acton, Lectures on the French Revolution, 1920, pp. 287–288) 
 



“Henceforth anyone, denounced for ‘slandering patriotism,’ ‘seeking to inspire discouragement,’ 
‘spreading false news’ or even ‘depraving morals, corrupting the public conscience and impairing the 
purity and energy of the revolutionary government’ could be brought before the Revolutionary 
Tribunal … no witnesses would be allowed to be called nor could the accused have a defense 
counsel.” (Simon Schama, Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution, 1989, p. 837) 
 
(9) “see their dead bodies three-and-a-half days, and not allow their dead bodies to be put into 
graves” 
 
On June 17, 1797, a man by the name of Camille Jordan was elected to carry out a program involving 
the restoration of religion on the basis of a liberal Separation. His commission was to revise the laws 
affecting the government of religious worship. His first report made headway toward this cause, but 
the second report is what finally the government to annul the laws enacted against Christianity 
during the French Revolution.  
 
“When the vote was at length taken on the 18th of July [1797], there appeared an immense majority 
in favour of the first proposition of Camille Jordan and Dubruel; and the iniquitous legislation of the 
Revolution against ecclesiastics was in consequence annulled.” (W. Henley Jervis, The Gallican 
Church and the Revolution, 1882, p. 290) 
 
The three-and-a-half-year Reign of Terror lasted from November of 1793 to June of 1797.  
 
(10) “rejoice over them, make merry” 
 
Early on in this period, the people rejoiced in their new “freedom” from religion. When Christian 
worship was abolished, civic festivals were enacted with dances in the cathedrals every tenth day. 
 
“France is the only nation in the world concerning which the authentic record survives, that as a 
nation she lifted her hand in open rebellion against the Author of the universe. Plenty of 
blasphemers, plenty of infidels, there have been, and still continue to be, in England, Germany, 
Spain, and elsewhere; but France stands apart in the world's history as the single state which, by 
the decree of her Legislative Assembly, pronounced that there was no God, and of which the 
entire population of the capital, and a vast majority elsewhere, women as well as men, danced 
and sang with joy in accepting the announcement.” (Blackwood's Magazine, November, 1870) 
 
(10) “these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth” 
 
It’s important to note that this rebellion against God and His Word was the result of the “mystery of 
iniquity” at work by papal Rome for 1260 years. It was their misrepresentation of the character of 
God for centuries that “tormented those who dwell on the earth.” They rose up against the idea of 
God taught by Rome, not His true character.  
 
After the Revolt 
 



(Revelation 11:11–13) 11 Now after the three-and-a-half days the breath of life from God entered 
them, and they stood on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them. 12 And they heard a 
loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here.” And they ascended to heaven in a cloud, 
and their enemies saw them. 13 In the same hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the 
city fell. In the earthquake seven thousand people were killed, and the rest were afraid and gave 
glory to the God of heaven. 
 
(12) “breath of life entered them” … “Come up here” 
 
It was right after the French Revolution that the Bible is exalted and the “mystery of God” was first 
proclaimed by the remnant to correct errors that brought darkness upon the people. Publishing 
houses began to print and sell the Bible everywhere. Even Voltaire, who had declared Christianity 
had ended, had his house turned into a printing press for the Bible after his death. What irony!  
 
(13) “great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell” 
 
During the French Revolution, France was spiritually shaken to its core. They were one-tenth of the 
original ten kingdoms that supported Papal Rome for 1260 years. 
 
(Daniel 7:24–25) 24 The ten horns are ten kings who shall arise from this kingdom. And another shall 
rise after them; he shall be different from the first ones, and shall subdue three kings. 25 He shall 
speak pompous words against the Most High, shall persecute the saints of the Most High, and shall 
intend to change times and law. Then the saints shall be given into his hand for a time and times and 
half a time. 
  
The city is that “great city” mentioned in verse 8. It is also the “great city” referred to elsewhere in 
Revelation, known as Babylon the Great. 
 
(Revelation 14:8) And another angel followed, saying, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, 
because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” 
 
(13) “the rest were afraid and gave glory to the God of heaven” 
 
There is always a faithful number of people that give God the glory in spite of persecution. These 
were people that recognized the danger of outlawing the Word of God with nothing left to guide the 
morality of the people. What ensued was lawlessness—the same lawlessness that we are seeing 
today around the world.  
 
(12) “ascend to heaven in a cloud” 
 
But there is a transition back to the period of the sixth trumpet that is taking place. After they ascend 
to heaven in a cloud, the Word of God is then opened (10:1–2) by the might angel in a cloud. It had 
become accessible for people to study and discover the truth.  
 



That book is given to John to eat, which depicts the experience of the William Miller and his 
followers beginning just 30+ years later. What the French tried to destroy, God elevated to further 
heights during the second great awakening in the United States. The first message proclaimed in 
1840 is found in Revelation 14:6–7: 
 
(Revelation 14:6–7) 6 Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 
gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people— 7 
saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give glory to Him …” 
 
The first angel’s message is an echo of Revelation 11:13, “the rest were afraid and gave glory to the 
God of heaven.” This is what happened in 1840 and the first angel was proclaimed. 
 
End of the Second Woe 
 
(Revelation 11:14) The second woe is past. Behold, the third woe is coming quickly. 
 
The interlude in chapters 10–11 has concluded and so has the second woe. This is more confirmation 
that the interlude is limited to the timeframe of the sixth trumpet, which takes us into the “time of 
the end” at the conclusion of the 1260-year and the 2300-year prophecies (1798 and 1844 
respectively) and into the time of the investigative judgment (noted by the measuring of the temple 
and those who worship there). 
 
The first thing we notice about the verse that introduces the seventh trumpet is the language.  
 
Four times in the book of Revelation Jesus says, “I am coming quickly” (3:11, 22:7, 12, 20).  
 
This is telling us that the second coming is during the seventh trumpet. It does not pertain to any 
other power but Christ Himself (not the papacy, islam, or atheism). 
 
This is why leading up to the time of the end, the Millerites proclaimed Jesus was coming quickly. 
Even after Adventist Sabbatarian discovered that this pertained to His ministry in the heavenly 
sanctuary, the focus of the church was to “prophecy again” that “Behold, He is coming quickly!” 
 
Transition from Sixth to Seventh Trumpet 
 
We are told in the sixth trumpet interlude that the “mystery of God will be finished” as the seventh 
trumpet is “about to blow.”  
 
(Revelation 10:7) but in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, 
the mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to His servants the prophets. 
 
NOTE: This is an important key to unlocking our understanding of the transition from the sixth and 
seventh trumpets, a period covered by the interlude in chapters 10–11. The sixth trumpet takes us 
all the way into the “time of the end” and the period of the investigative judgment—God’s cleansing 



of the sanctuary in heaven. Then, when the seventh trumpet is “about to blow,” the prophesying of 
the “mystery of God” by God’s remnant is finished. We can also connect “about to blow” with the 
early time of trouble right before probation closes. 
 
This places us today firmly right before the seventh trumpet blows. And with events rapidly 
accelerating as we speak. The seventh trumpet is now being lifted to the mouth of the angel and he’s 
getting ready to take a deep breath.  
 
The Seventh Trumpet 
 
(Revelation 11:15) Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, 
“The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall 
reign forever and ever!” 
 
This can be a tricky verse to understand. First, we know that the “time of the end” arrived during the 
sixth trumpet and with it the investigative judgment. The seventh trumpet blows at the conclusion of 
that judgment.  
 
The Wedding 
 
Let’s back up once again to the period right before the time of the end when the “midnight cry” was 
given. 
 
(Matthew 25:6) And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet 
him!’ 
 
Then it says in verse 10: 
(Matthew 25:10) And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 
went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut.  
 
The wedding takes place in heaven, while God’s people are still on the earth. The event has a 
beginning and an end—each depicted in the wedding parables. The wedding takes place during the 
cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary, but it is announced in advance. This invitation is the “midnight 
cry,” which called all people to enter the wedding hall by faith as Christ was about to begin His 
ministry in the second apartment. Most dismissed the invitation.  
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 427) The proclamation, “Behold, the Bridegroom cometh,” in the summer 
of 1844, led thousands to expect the immediate advent of the Lord. At the appointed time the 
Bridegroom came, not to the earth, as the people expected, but to the Ancient of days in Heaven, to 
the marriage, the reception of his kingdom. “They that were ready went in with him to the marriage, 
and the door was shut.” They were not to be present in person at the marriage; for it takes place in 
Heaven, while they are upon the earth. The followers of Christ are to “wait for their Lord, when he 
will return from the wedding.” But they are to understand his work, and to follow him by faith as he 
goes in before God. It is in this sense that they are said to go in to the marriage.   



     In the parable it was those that had oil in their vessels with their lamps that went in to the 
marriage. Those who, with a knowledge of the truth from the Scriptures, had also the Spirit and 
grace of God, and who, in the night of their bitter trial, had patiently waited, searching the Bible for 
clearer light,—these saw the truth concerning the sanctuary in Heaven and the Saviour's change of 
ministration, and by faith they followed him in his work in the sanctuary  above. And all who through 
the testimony of the Scriptures accept the same truths, following Christ by faith as he enters in 
before God to perform the last work of mediation, and at its close to receive his kingdom,—all these 
are represented as going in to the marriage. 
 
Ellen White affirms that the wedding began in 1844 and will end when Christ receives His kingdom.  
 
The beginning of the wedding is announced by the sixth trumpet; the end of it by the seventh 
trumpet right before the second coming of Jesus just as the remnant finishes proclaiming the 
“mystery of God” by prophesying with a loud cry “to many peoples, nations, tongues and kings” 
(10:11)—a call to “prepare to meet thy God” (Amos 4:12). At the conclusion of the wedding, Jesus 
receives His kingdom and leaves the heavenly sanctuary. 
 
This is why Ellen White also draws upon the parable of the ten virgins to speak about the church just 
before the second coming: 
(Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 406) As Christ sat looking upon the party that waited for the bridegroom, 
He told His disciples the story of the ten virgins, by their experience illustrating the experience of the 
church that shall live just before His second coming. 
 
Jesus referred to the closing work of judgment in Matthew 22: 
(Matthew 22:1–12) 1 And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables and said: 2 “The 
kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son, 3 and sent out his 
servants to call those who were invited to the wedding; and they were not willing to come. 4 Again, 
he sent out other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner; my 
oxen and fatted cattle are killed, and all things are ready. Come to the wedding.”’ 5 But they made 
light of it and went their ways, one to his own farm, another to his business.  6 And the rest seized his 
servants, treated them spitefully, and killed them. 7 But when the king heard about it, he was furious. 
And he sent out his armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. 8 Then he said to 
his servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy. 9 Therefore go into 
the highways, and as many as you find, invite to the wedding.’ 10 So those servants went out into the 
highways and gathered together all whom they found, both bad and good. And the wedding hall was 
filled with guests. 11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who did not 
have on a wedding garment. 12 So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here without a 
wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 
 
The first invitation was to the Jews (v3) before the crucifixion. The second invitation was to the Jews 
again after they crucified Christ (v4). The third and final invitation was to the Gentiles all the way 
down to today (9). [Per Ellen White in COL, pp. 308–309] 
 



(The Great Controversy, p. 428) In the parable of Matthew 22 the same figure of the marriage is 
introduced, and the investigative Judgment is clearly represented as taking place before the 
marriage. Previous to the wedding the king comes in to see the guests,—to see if all are attired in the 
wedding garment, the spotless robe of character washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb. 
He who is found wanting is cast out, but all who upon examination are seen to have the wedding 
garment on, are accepted of God, and accounted worthy of a share in his kingdom and a seat upon 
his throne. This work of examination of character, of determining who are prepared for the kingdom 
of God, is that of the investigative Judgment, the closing work in the sanctuary above. 
 
Notice Jesus’ warning in the context of the seven last plagues: 
(Revelation 16:15) “Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his 
garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame."  
 
The blowing of the seventh trumpet announces that the wedding is over. Probation has closed and 
the wrath of God has come. The time for preparation for Christ’s return is over. All cases have been 
decided.  
 
(Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 309) When the king came in to view the guests, the real character of all 
was revealed. For every guest at the feast there had been provided a wedding garment. This garment 
was a gift from the king. By wearing it the guests showed their respect for the giver of the feast. But 
one man was clothed in his common citizen dress. He had refused to make the preparation required 
by the king. … 
     By the king's examination of the guests at the feast is represented a work of judgment. The guests 
at the gospel feast are those who profess to serve God, those whose names are written in the book 
of life. But not all who profess to be Christians are true disciples. Before the final reward is given, it 
must be decided who are fitted to share the inheritance of the righteous. This decision must be 
made prior to the second coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven. 
 
Furthermore, once we arrive in Heaven, we are privileged to attend the wedding reception! 
(Revelation 19:7–9) Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has 
come, and His wife has made herself ready.” 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, 
clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 9 Then he said to me, 
“Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’ ” And he said to 
me, “These are the true sayings of God.” 
 
The following quotation connects the events of Revelation 11 to those in chapter 18: 
(Manuscript Releases 21, p. 91) Let all who would understand the meaning of these things read the 
eleventh chapter of Revelation. Read every verse, and learn the things that are yet to take place in 
the cities. Read also the scenes portrayed in the eighteenth chapter of the same book. 
 
The cities Ellen White is referring to bear similar consequences to the city (1/10) in chapter 11 during 
the French Revolution. She is saying that in the last days people will again reject Christ and His Word 
and choose godlessness. She also connects the period to chapter 18, which describes the loud cry. 
This is the final message that proclaimed to the world right before the second coming of Jesus.  



 
Seventh Trumpet (cont.) 
 
With this information, let’s read the rest of the seventh trumpet for additional clues.  
 
(Revelation 11:16–18) And the twenty-four elders who sat before God on their thrones fell on their 
faces and worshiped God, 17 saying: “We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, the One who is and 
who was and who is to come, because You have taken Your great power and reigned. 18 The nations 
were angry, and Your wrath has come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and 
that You should reward Your servants the prophets and the saints, and those who fear Your name, 
small and great, and should destroy those who destroy the earth.” 
 
(16) “twenty-four elders” 
 
There are two schools of thought on who the twenty-four elders are. The first one is that they are 
comprised of the resurrected saints who returned with Jesus after His resurrection. The second one 
is that they represent a universal counsel of representatives of unfallen worlds. 
 
Resurrected Saints 
 
The argument for the twenty-four elders being the resurrected saints stands on the follow passage: 
(Revelation 5:8–10) 8 Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-
four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which 
are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, 
and to open its seals; for You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every 
tribe and tongue and people and nation, 10 and have made us kings and priests to our God; and we 
shall reign on the earth.” 
 
One problem is with the translation. Most other translations read similar to the following: 
(Revelation 5:9–10, ESV) And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to 
open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe 
and language and people and nation, 10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 
and they shall reign on the earth.”  
 
An additional problem is in the text. The four creatures and elders are interceding for the saints and 
their prayers from the altar of incense. Furthermore, the four creatures cannot be included among 
the redeemed from the earth. 
 
Universal Counsel 
 
When Christ appeared in heaven after His ascension, He entered the courtroom for His 
enthronement as a “lamb that had been slain” (). This courtroom is described as having 24 thrones 
where the elders were seated before Christ’s inauguration to the throne.  
 



Before Christ appears in the throne room: 
(Revelation 4:4, 9–10) 4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw 
twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads. … 9 
Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who 
lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and 
worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne.” 
 
Notice here that this description of the throne room is given before Christ arrives in heaven for His 
enthronement next to the Father.  
 
Speaking about the scroll that was in the hand of the Father, John tells us: 
(Revelation 5:3–5) 3 And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the 
scroll, or to look at it.  4 So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the 
scroll, or to look at it.  5 But one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.” 
 
Describing this event, Ellen White says the following: 
(Manuscript Releases 12, p. 296) John was distressed at the utter inability of any human being or 
angelic intelligence to read the words, or even to look thereon. His soul was wrought up to such a 
point of agony and suspense that one of the strong angels had compassion on him, and laying his 
hand on him assuringly, said, “Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, 
hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.” 
 
There is another story that takes place in God’s throne room where a heavenly council is summoned. 
It is the opening passage to the book of Job. 
 
(Job 1:6) Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, 
and Satan also came among them. 
 
In the Bible, the sons of God can refer to human beings that are faithful to God (Seth’s descendants 
from Genesis 4). But they can also describe angels.  
 
Notice how Job describes the response of the angelic host after the earth was created: 
(Job 38:4–7) 4 “Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell Me, if you have 
understanding. 5 Who determined its measurements? Surely you know! Or who stretched the line 
upon it? 6 To what were its foundations fastened? Or who laid its cornerstone, 7 When the morning 
stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 
 
The angels are described as the “morning stars” and the “sons of God.”  
 
This is how Ellen White describes this scene: 
(The Great Controversy, p. 518) The Scriptures declare that upon one occasion, when the angels of 
God came to present themselves before the Lord, Satan came also among them, [Job 1:6.] not to 



bow before the Eternal King, but to further his own malicious designs against the righteous. With the 
same object he is in attendance when men assemble for the worship of God. 
 
This seems to indicate that there are high ranking angels assigned as ambassadors from the unfallen 
worlds that sit on this heavenly council that Revelation calls the twenty-four elders. 
 
Back to Revelation’s story of the throne room in chapters 4 and 5: 
(Revelation 5:6–7) 6 And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living 
creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven 
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.  7 Then He came 
and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne. 
 
Describing this scene, Ellen White tells us who the 24 elders are: 
(The Desire of Ages, p. 834) The commanders of the angel hosts, the sons of God, the 
representatives of the unfallen worlds, are assembled. The heavenly council before which Lucifer 
had accused God and His Son, the representatives of those sinless realms over which Satan had 
thought to establish his dominion,—all are there to welcome the Redeemer. They are eager to 
celebrate His triumph and to glorify their King. 
 
NOTE: Ellen White also refers to the elder talking with John about the identity of the great multitude 
in Revelation 7 as an angel (Signs of the Times, December 22, 1887).  
 
This understanding about the twenty-four elders brings more clarity to our understanding of the 
investigative judgment. They reside in the heavenly courtroom and are carefully observing the 
process of vindicating God’s people on earth. This provides a level of assurance to the inhabitants of 
other worlds that the redeemed is safe to welcome into the universal kingdom of God. The judgment 
is not a revelation to God of who is saved and lost, but a revelation to the unfallen beings that God’s 
decision to save us is righteous.  
 
(18) “wrath has come” 
 
God’s wrath is righteous. It is God acting out justice; His righteous judgment upon the wicked. It does 
not stem from anger like we experience as sinful human beings. It is a “strange act,” one that seems 
to run contrary to His mercy. 
 
(Isaiah 28:21–22, ESV) For the Lord will rise up as on Mount Perazim; as in the Valley of Gibeon he 
will be roused; to do his deed—strange is his deed! and to work his work—alien is his work! 22 Now 
therefore do not scoff, lest your bonds be made strong; for I have heard a decree of destruction from 
the Lord God of hosts against the whole land. 
 
(Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 628) While He does not delight in vengeance, He will execute judgment 
upon the transgressors of His law. He is forced to do this, to preserve the inhabitants of the earth 
from utter depravity and ruin. In order to save some He must cut off those who have become 
hardened in sin. … By terrible things in righteousness He will vindicate the authority of His 



downtrodden law. And the very fact of His reluctance to execute justice testifies to the enormity of 
the sins that call forth His judgments and to the severity of the retribution awaiting the transgressor. 
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 627) To our merciful God the act of punishment is a strange act. “As I live, 
saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked.” [Ezekiel 33:11] The Lord is 
“merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth,” “forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin.” Yet he will “by no means clear the guilty.” “The Lord is slow to anger, and 
great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked.” [Exodus 34:6, 7; Nahum 1:3] By terrible things 
in righteousness he will vindicate the authority of his downtrodden law. 
 
This is the time of Jacob’s trouble: 
(Jeremiah 30:7) Alas! For that day is great, so that none is like it; and it is the time of Jacob’s trouble, 
but he shall be saved out of it. 
 
NOTE: Revelation 15—16 gives us the details of what entails God’s wrath. What is often called the 
seven last plagues are also described as the “bowls of wrath” poured out upon the earth.  
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 614) A single angel destroyed all the first-born of the Egyptians, and filled 
the land with mourning. When David offended against God by numbering the people, one angel 
caused that terrible destruction by which his sin was punished. The same destructive power 
exercised by holy angels when God commands, will be exercised by evil angels when he permits. 
There are forces now ready, and only waiting the divine permission, to spread desolation 
everywhere. 
 
Up to the close of probation, especially the early time of trouble, God has given evil angels 
permission to destroy. But after the close of probation, the wrath of God is poured out at His 
command. 
 
Wrath = Vengeance 
 
This judgment occurs during God’s day of vengeance: 
(Jeremiah 51:6) “Flee from the midst of Babylon, and every one save his life! Do not be cut off in her 
iniquity, for this is the time of the LORD’s vengeance; He shall recompense her.” 
 
Paul describes the wrath of God as vengeance: 
(Romans 12:19) Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, 
“Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 
 
It is also the answer to the blood of the martyrs that cried out for vengeance from under the altar in 
the fifth seal: 
(Revelation 6:9–10) 9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had 
been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held.  10 And they cried with a loud 
voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who 
dwell on the earth?” 



 
(Christian Experience and Teachings, p. 100) The nations are now getting angry, but when our High 
Priest has finished His work in the sanctuary, He will stand up, put on the garments of vengeance, 
and then the seven last plagues will be poured out. 
 
The people are called out of Babylon so that they do not experience God’s wrath: 
(Revelation 18:4) And I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest 
you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues.” 
 
Jesus spoke of this time as the days of vengeance: 
(Luke 21:20–22) 20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation 
is near.  21 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those who are in the midst of 
her depart, and let not those who are in the country enter her.  22 For these are the days of 
vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled. 
 
Concluding the First Major Section of Revelation 
 
Verse 18 is the conclusion of the previous section of the book of Revelation. It is time to judge the 
wicked, time to reward God’s servants, and time to destroy those who destroy the earth. We have 
reached the culmination of all things that this first section covers—from the ascension of Christ until 
His return.  
 
(18) “time of the dead, that they should be judged” 
 
The dead can refer to one of two people: 1) the saints who sleep in Jesus, and 2) the wicked who are 
spiritually dead (not necessarily physically dead). The dead referenced here are the spiritually dead. 
 
The dead that Peter referred to is described as being judged “in the flesh:” 
(1 Peter 4:6) For this reason the gospel was preached also to those who are dead, that they might be 
judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit. 
 
Jesus referred to unbelievers as the dead: 
(Matthew 8:21–22) 21 Then another of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my 
father.” 22 But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own dead.” 
 
The time for the judgment of the dead arrives. This judgment is the seven last plagues (see Rev 16:7). 
This judgment is not for the physically dead. That occurs before the great white throne after the 
thousand years have expired and the New Jerusalem descends from heaven to earth.  
 
(18) “reward Your servants the prophets and the saints” 
 
The language “servants the prophets” and “the saints” indicates two groups—the remnant that 
proclaims the truth and the saints who receive the message and are saved. These are the same 
servants that are described in the sixth trumpet interlude. 



 
(Revelation 10:7) But in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, 
the mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to His servants the prophets. 
 
Some conclude that this is another case of synonymous parallelism often found in Hebrew writing. 
It’s when the same person, group, or thing is described in two different ways. But this does not seem 
to be the case here. One can argue that all the “servants the prophets” are saints, but not that all the 
saints are “servants the prophets.” These servants are those who were commanded to “prophesy 
again about many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings” (10:11). This charge is given to the remnant, 
to proclaim again the three angels’ messages right before the great harvest.  
 
Seventh Trumpet (cont.) 
 
(Revelation 11:19) Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was 
seen in His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail.  
 
(19) “temple of God was opened” 
 
This verse correlates with the introduction to the seven last plagues: 
(Revelation 15:5) After these things I looked, and behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the 
testimony in heaven was opened.  
 
The opening of heavenly temple this time is the conclusion of the investigative judgment:  

1. Jesus no longer carries out His ministry in the Most Holy Place. He has put on garments of 
vengeance as He prepares to return to earth (Rev 19).  

2. The plagues for the wicked have begun. The only other place in Revelation describing “great 
hail” is the seventh plague.  
(Revelation 16:21) And great hail from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone about the weight 
of a talent. 

3. Probation for mankind is closed.  
 
(19) “ark of His covenant was seen” 
 
The ark of the covenant is seen, but the focus is on what’s inside. It contains the Holy Decalogue.  
 
Notice the language used to describe God writing out the Ten Commandments: 
(Exodus 34:28) So he was there with the Lord forty days and forty nights; he neither ate bread nor 
drank water. And He wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments. 
 
The commandments of God are “the words of the covenant.” 
 
God’s judgment is based upon these written words: 
(John 12:48) “He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him—the 
word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.” 



 
(James 2:11–12) 11 For He who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” Now if 
you do not commit adultery, but you do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.  12 So 
speak and so do as those who will be judged by the law of liberty. 
 
Jesus spoke the very words He wrote as the “I AM” on Mount Sinai. Jesus and the “I AM” are the 
same Person of the Godhead.  
 
(Isaiah 42:21, ESV) The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, to magnify his law and make it 
glorious. 
 
It is at this time that the original Ten Commandments, written by the finder of God Himself, appear 
in the sky for everyone to see. 
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 639) While these words of holy trust ascend to God, the clouds sweep 
back, and the starry heavens are seen, unspeakably glorious in contrast with the black and angry 
firmament on either side. The glory of the celestial city streams from the gates ajar. Then there 
appears against the sky a hand holding two tables of stone folded together. … That holy law, God's 
righteousness, that amid thunder and flame was proclaimed from Sinai as the guide of life, is now 
revealed to men as the rule of judgment. The hand opens the tables, and there are seen the precepts 
of the decalogue, traced as with a pen of fire. The words are so plain that all can read them. Memory 
is aroused, the darkness of superstition and heresy is swept from every mind, and God's ten words, 
brief, comprehensive, and authoritative, are presented to the view of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
 
NOTE: The people on the earth will also see the heavenly temple. They will realize that God’s Word is 
true, that the original temple resides in heaven where Christ has been ministering for mankind for 
the past two thousand years. 
 
The Second Coming 
 
“In the Old Testament, the Ark of the Covenant was the symbol of God’s continuing presence with 
his people and the assurance of his promise.” (Ranko Stefanovic, Revelation of Jesus Christ: 
Commentary on the Book of Revelation) 
 
Christ is not seen in the temple because He is on His way to earth to gather His saints.  
 
After the seven last plagues, the great multitude praise God for what has just happened: 
(Revelation 19:2) 2 For true and righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the great harlot 
who corrupted the earth with her fornication; and He has avenged on her the blood of His servants 
shed by her.” 
 
Christ’s vengeance upon the enemies of God’s people is complete with the seven last plagues. 
 



(1 Corinthians 15:51–52) 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed— 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 
and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
 
The end of the seventh trumpet brings the second coming: 
(Revelation 19:11–16) 11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on 
him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were 
like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew 
except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of 
God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white 
horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He 
Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and 
wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS 
AND LORD OF LORDS. 
 
Jesus is no longer wearing priestly robes, but kingly garments. The second coming is the final act of 
vengeance during the seven last plagues. NOTE: The lake of fire after the thousand years is an act of 
wrath as well, but it’s the result of judgment of the wicked following their sentencing. 


