
Studies in the Book of Revelation 
 
Overview of the Book 
 
Prophecy can be complicated to read let alone to understand. We must rely on the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance and Scripture for interpretation. We also must avoid studying prophecy with preconceived 
theories and opinions and an eye on events in today’s newspapers.  
 
The central theme of Revelation is Christ, the Lamb of God and Savior of the world. It provides a 
picture of God and His actions to save His people down through Christian history. As the bride He 
loves, Jesus takes care of His church and brings judgments upon its enemies to stay the advancement 
of Satan and his agencies. 
 
Revelation is a highly symbolic book. The interpretation of symbols is not a guessing game. Rather, 
each symbol is defined by Scripture, not only in the matching of words but the context of each 
biblical story and then applying these to the eschatological event. It also must be applied to the 
correct timeframe of history, which is determined by the time prophecies in Daniel. Furthermore, 
history has a way of repeating itself. We can learn much about the future from the past. 
 
Revelation uses the principle of repeat and enlarge (as does Daniel) to unfold details that help us 
understand what happened during the various epochs of history. In addition, there are several 
interludes that provide even more detail about what is going on at that time of history. 
 
NOTE: The repeat and enlarge principle within the framework of the heavenly sanctuary keeps us on 
point with our interpretation by narrowing down the period of history it applies to. The one 
prophetic time period that keeps reappearing is the 1260-year prophecy. This time prophecy keeps 
us on track with where we are in the historical timeline.  
 
This also confirms that the only true interpretive method is historicism. Both preterism and futurism 
leaves out complete passages of the book by dismissing them as already fulfilled or yet to be fulfilled 
in the distant future. Historicism gives us an unbroken prophetic timeline throughout history, an 
picture of prophecy that was clearly understood by most of the Protestant Reformers.  
 
Revelation’s Structure 
 
There are several important themes that comprise the structure of Revelation. These themes are: 

1. Chiastic Patterns 
2. Heavenly Sanctuary  
3. Jewish Festivals 
4. Historical/Eschatological 
5. Sevens 

 
Chiastic Patterns 
 



Outside of the smaller chiasms in various passages, there is a general chiastic structure to the entire 
book. This helps with two things. It gives us a general progression to the book, connecting what 
Christ has initiated together with what Christ has completed. And while the book is not entirely 
chronological, the chiastic structure reveals parallels between what is historical and what is 
eschatological.  
 
Here is a general outline of the chiastic structure of the book of Revelation: 
 

A  Introduction to the Christ of Revelation (1) 
     B  Promises to the faithful overcomer [seven churches] (2-3) 
          C  Christ’s work for man’s salvation begins [seven seals] (4-7) 
               D  God’s judgments mixed with mercy [seven trumpets] (8-9) 
                    E  John commissioned to prophesy about time of the end (10-11) 
                         F  Great controversy between Christ and Satan (12-13) 
                    E’  Church prophesies the end-time message (14) 
               D’  God’s wrath without mercy [seven last plagues] (15-18) 
          C’  Christ’s work for man’s salvation complete [Jesus returns] (19-20) 
     B’  Fulfillment of promises to the faithful overcomer (21) 
A’  Epilogue (22) 

 
NOTE: This chiastic structure points to chapter 12 as the focus of the entire book, specifically the 
great controversy between Christ and Satan, good and evil. 
 
Another chiastic structure posed by Lazlo Hangyas in his doctoral dissertation. The focus of his work 
is on the seven sevens: 
 

     Prologue (1:1–8) 
A Seven Churches (1:9–3:22) 
     B Seven Seals (4:1–8:1) 
          C Seven Trumpets (8:2–11:18) 
               D Seven Cosmic Conflict Scenes (11:19–15:4) 
          C’ Seven Plagues (15:5–18:24) 
     B’ Seven Judgment Scenes (19:1–20:15) 
A’ New Jerusalem: Seven Scenes of the one true Church (21:1–22:5) 

     Epilogue (22:6–21) 
 
Heavenly Sanctuary 
 
The heavenly sanctuary gives us a revelation of God’s plan of salvation, with the focus specifically on 
Christ’s High Priestly ministry. It should not surprise us that the historical timeline of prophecy 
correlates with the two apartments, the Holy and Most Holy. It does this by opening each section 
identifying the furniture or its position and its locating in the first or second apartment.  
 



If you don’t have a basic understanding of the ceremonial system surrounding the tabernacle in the 
Old Testament, it is extremely difficult to follow the story of Revelation.  
 
The articles of furniture in the heavenly sanctuary are pictured in each new cycle and are often 
marked by a new seven. This is helpful for understanding where we are in the overall prophetic 
timeline.  
 
Each cycle is rooted in a past age that extends down to the end of the world and its complete 
restoration. Here is the opening for each cycle: 

1. Seven churches (1:9–3:22). Jesus in the midst of the seven lampstands (1:12–13).  
2. Seven seals (4–7). The Father on the throne where the table of showbread usually sits facing 

the lampstands directly across Him (4:5). 
3. Seven trumpets (8–11). An angel offers incense with the prayers of the saints on the golden 

altar of incense (8:3–4). 
4. Last Day Events (12–22). The temple in heaven opened and in it the Ark of the Covenant is 

seen for the first time (11:19). 
 
You can see with each cycle there is a steady progression through the heavenly sanctuary. This 
follows the pattern of Christ’s High Priestly ministry that began with the offering of His blood shed in 
the courtyard (daily services) and concluding with the cleansing of the sanctuary on the Day of 
Atonement (yearly service), typifying Christ’s finishing work of judgment.  
 
Jewish Festivals 
 
As a complement to the heavenly sanctuary theme, there are five major feasts in the Jewish festival 
year that bring to view the entire plan of salvation. The story begins with Passover, which brings to 
view the Lamb of God sacrificed for our redemption, and concludes with Tabernacles, which 
promises that God will once again dwell with His people.  
 

1. Passover. The cross of calvary where Jesus shed His blood for us (1:5, 18). 
2. Pentecost. Christ’s inauguration to His ministry in heaven and the outpouring of His Spirit on 

the earth as confirmation of the event (chapters 4–5). 
3. Trumpets. Announcing the Day of Atonement is coming (chapters 8–11). 
4. Atonement. The latter days of cleansing (judgment) that takes place before the second coming 

(13–20). 
5. Tabernacles. The earth made new and God dwells forever with His people (21). 

 
They daily (tamid) correlates with historical events described in the first 11 chapters and the yearly 
(yom kippur) correlates with the time of the end described in the last half of the book. [See next 
section.] 
 
Historical/Eschatological  
 



The first 11 chapters provide an historic outline of events through symbols. The last verse of chapter 
11 peers into the second apartment of the heavenly sanctuary, noting a clear transition to an 
eschatological or end time perspective. While chapter 12 takes us through the story of the great 
controversy between Christ and Satan, the rest of the chapter moves us quickly to the final battle 
with Satan attacking the remnant church (12:17). This sets the tone for the rest of the book, which 
covers end time events.  
 
Sevens 
 
We often think of the four most common sevens: 

• Seven churches. (Religious) 
• Seven seals. (Political) 
• Seven trumpets. (Military) 
• Seven last plagues. (Judgment). 

 
There are several other notable sevens throughout the book, but they do not comprise major 
sections: seven stars, seven thunders, seven heads, etc.   
 
Revelation gives us seven throne room scenes where John saw something significant taking place in 
the heavenly sanctuary. Each of them introduces a major section of the book: 

1. Intro to the seven churches (1). Jesus stands in the midst of the seven lampstands in solidarity 
with His church throughout the ages.  

2. Intro to the seven seals (4–5). Jesus appears before the throne for His inauguration as High 
Priest in the heavenly sanctuary. 

3. Intro to the seven trumpets (8:2–6). Jesus offers the prayers of the saints to the Father on the 
throne and responds with protective judgments (with mercy). 

4. Intro to the great controversy (11:19). Ark of the covenant seen in the heavenly sanctuary; 
Jesus engaging in His finishing intercessory work; receives His kingdom (wedding complete).  

5. Intro to the seven last plagues (15). Saints declared victorious as probation closes; retributive 
judgments (without mercy) fall upon Babylon and the wicked. 

6. Intro to the second coming (19:1–10). Jesus returns to earth to resurrect/gather His saints; 
ushers in the thousand years of peace in heaven.   

7. Intro to the new earth (21:5–11). Jesus re-creates earth; New Jerusalem now resides on earth 
and God dwells with His people forever. 

 
The story returns to heaven’s throne room because this is where Christ reigns over the earth after 
having purchased it back by His death on the cross. Jesus appearing in the throne room of heaven 
confirms that Satan has lost his dominion, which is why he is so angry at the church as we move into 
the eschatological section of the book (12:17).  
 
Apocalyptic Prophecy Interpretive Methods  
 
There are three primary interpretive methods for apocalyptic prophecy.  



Historicist – Prophetic fulfillment is observed through events unfolding over a continuing timeline, 
rooted in history and extending down to the “time of the end” culminating with the second coming 
of Jesus. It is the only method used by Scripture itself. Historicism was in place long before the 
reformation period and widely adopted by the Protestant Reformers. 
 
Interpreting King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of an image of gold, silver, bronze, and iron: 
(Daniel 2:39–40) 39 But after you shall arise another kingdom inferior to yours; then another, a third 
kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the earth.  40 And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong 
as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and shatters everything; and like iron that crushes, that 
kingdom will break in pieces and crush all the others. 
 
John was told that his vision covered a span of history: 
(Revelation 1:19) Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things 
which will take place after this. 
 
The following two methods came out of the counter-reformation, in the 16th Century.  
 
Preterist – Prophecy was most fulfilled during the first century in the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 
70 and the persecution of the early church. The theory was first authored by Luis De Alcasar, a Jesuit, 
in response to the negative press the Roman Catholic Church was receiving during the reformation 
period. 
 
Futurist – Prophecy has yet to be fulfilled in the future during a seven year tribulation after the 
church is secretly raptured to heaven. Symbols are viewed as very literal. The theory was first 
theorized by Francisco Ribera also in response to the negative press the Roman Catholic Church was 
receiving during the reformation period. It gained momentum through the influence of John Nelson 
Darby in the 19th Century and was popularized by Hal Lindsey in The Late Great Planet Earth and 
Jerry Jenkins and Tim LaHaye, co-authors of the Left Behind series. 
 
Chapter 1 
 

Revelation 1:1–3 
 
(Revelation 1:1–3) 1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—things 
which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant John, 2 who 
bore witness to the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw. 3 
Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 
which are written in it; for the time is near.  
 
The purpose of the book of Revelation is twofold:  

1. It reveals who Jesus is and what He has been doing for the salvation of mankind since His 
ascension to heaven after His resurrection.  

2. It is a description by Jesus—His “testimony” to the church (1:9)—of the things that would take 
place in the future. Revelation means to reveal, show or uncover something hidden or 



mysterious, in this case the future of the church, its enemies, and major world characters and 
events. This gives the church confidence in God’s protection and the opportunity to prepare 
for the challenges ahead. 

 
(3) “Blessed is he who…”  
 
The word “blessed” means to be happy! Many do not approach the study of this important book 
with that perspective.  
STORY: I had one Christian friend that told me is doesn’t matter. “Whatever is going to happen will 
happen and there is nothing we can do about it.” This is dangerous because the book is intended to 
help us avoid deception that the enemy is going to bring upon the world at the end of time.  
 
(Matthew 24:24–25) 24 For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders 
to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you beforehand.  
 
In addition to instilling confidence in God (He is in control of history), prophecy prepares us to stand 
strong in the faith of Jesus and His Word when everything around us is falling apart.  
 

Revelation 1:4–8 
 
(Revelation 1:4–8) 4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from Him 
who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of 
the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 6 and has made us 
kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 
Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the 
tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End,” says the Lord, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”  
 
This passage leaves no doubt that Jesus was victorious over all enemies on the cross. He is once 
again the Ruler over the earth.  
 
The “who is” proclamation is best understood in the context of verse 18. 
 

Revelation 1:10–11 
 
(Revelation 1:10–11) 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of 
a trumpet, 11 saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,” and, “What you see, 
write in a book and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia: …”  
 
(10) “in the Spirit” 
 
John is referring to the vision God gave him about “the things which you have seen, and the things 
which are, and the things which will take place after this” (v19).  



 
(10) “the Lord’s Day” 
 
Most Bible’s notate that this is referring to the first day of the week. But the Bible tells us that the 
“Lord’s Day” or “Day of the Lord” can mean only one of two things.  
 
The first is the second coming of Christ: 
(Joel 1:15) Alas for the day! For the day of the Lord is at hand; it shall come as destruction from the 
Almighty. 
 
(2 Peter 3:10) 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will 
pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the 
works that are in it will be burned up. 
 
The second is the Sabbath, the seventh day of the week: 
 
(Mark 2:27–28) 27 And He said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the 
Sabbath. 28 Therefore the Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.” 
 
The context here points to the second meaning, that John was taken off in vision on the Sabbath.  
 

Revelation 1:12–20 
 
(Revelation 1:12–20) 12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw 
seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, 
clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 14 His head 
and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; 15 His feet were like 
fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters; 16 He had in His right 
hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was like the 
sun shining in its strength. 17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand 
on me, saying to me, “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. 18 I am He who lives, and was 
dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death. 19 Write 
the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after 
this. 20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden 
lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands which 
you saw are the seven churches.  
 
(13) “One like the Son of Man” 
 
In vision, John sees Jesus in the midst of the seven lampstands. Verse 20 tells us that these 
lampstands are the seven churches. Jesus does not have only seven churches scattered throughout 
the known world at that time. Instead, Jesus is standing in solidarity with His church throughout the 
ages.  
 



(17) “Do not be afraid”  
 
We are not to fear because Jesus has conquered the enemy and is now seated at the right hand of 
the Father, working in our behalf. In addition, Jesus assumed His position as Ruler over the earth 
having purchased our redemption and now having dominion over all things.  
 
(19) “Write the things…”  
 
John’s vision covered historic, current, and future events. Note what follows: “which you have seen, 
and the things which are, and the things which will take place after this.” John is given a vision 
covering historical events all the way down to the future, disclosing a historicist perspective of 
prophecy.  
 
(20) “Seven stars”  
 
These are the “angels of the seven churches.” Jesus has sent His angels as messengers of truth—the 
“sharp two-edged sword.” Truth always cuts. The messages to the churches cuts, and are still cutting 
today with the last church of Laodicea. 
 
(20) “Seven lampstands”  
 
These are the “seven churches.” Here we have our first heavenly sanctuary reference. The 
lampstands are in the first apartment of the sanctuary (Holy Place), which gives us a reference point 
for its beginning point in the prophetic timeline.  
 
The church is where the light of the gospel of Christ shines out to the world. This is our mission as 
Christ’s body and bride. It is why Jesus is seen standing in the midst of the lampstands with the 
“countenance like the sun shining in its strength” (v16). 
 
Chapter 2 – Seven Churches (Religious Perspective) 
 
Jesus loves His church. We see Him standing in the midst of the lampstands, which are the seven 
churches.  
 
There were seven churches, but these also represented churches throughout the history of time. If 
Jesus’ council only applied to the seven churches at the time, He would have said nothing to His 
church that has spanned for 2,000 years. 
 
Even though the churches have problems, except Smyrna and Philadelphia. Yet Jesus stands with 
them to help them through their challenges. He meets them where they are. 
 
The reason He warns them is because He loves them. He also sees great potential.  
 
We find our own experience in each of the seven churches. There is something we can learn.  



 
Prophetic Timeline 
 
REMINDER: We can double-check where we are in the prophetic timeline by noting the location in 
the heavenly sanctuary.  
 
Seven Churches 
 
1. Ephesus—The Apostolic Church 
 
(Revelation 2:1–7) 1 “To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, ‘These things says He who holds 
the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands: 2 “I know 
your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have 
tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; 3 and you have 
persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and have not become weary. 4 
Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 5 Remember therefore from 
where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove 
your lampstand from its place—unless you repent. 6 But this you have, that you hate the deeds of 
the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the 
Paradise of God.”  
 
The time of Ephesus is the early church. In the prophecy, we are in the holy place (the lampstands). 
This means that we are pre-1844—the time of the end. Remember, the location we are in with 
regard to the heavenly sanctuary helps us with the timeline of the prophetic events.  
 
DATES: 31–100 AD 
 
MEANING: “Desirable.” This is in response to the good news of Christ’s gospel.  
 
Verses 1–3 are good things, along with verse 6. The rest is a rebuke, but with a call to self-awareness 
and action. 
 
The Nicolaitans were antinomianists—they were "against law”; they argued against moral, religious 
or social norms. Jude warned the early church about the same thing.  
 
(Jude 3–4) 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I 
found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once 
for all delivered to the saints. 4 For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked 
out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the 
only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
They were against them, as they should be, but without love in their heart. There are members of 
the church that know the truth, but have no love in their hearts for people. This is dangerous. It’s 



important to stand for doctrine, but we must make sure we nurture our relationship with God or we 
can get into trouble.  
 
This happens in our own personal walk. We fall in love with Jesus, but then something happens that 
causes us to lose it. We don’t leave God, but we begin to go through the motions. We move to a 
backslidden condition.  
 
Taking away the lampstand equates to the removal of the fire. It is going out in their spiritual life. 
Jesus is asking them to seek a rekindling in their life.  
 
Losing your first love for God opens the door to compromise. This is what happens in future 
churches.  
 
2. Smyrna – The Persecuted Church (Pagan Supremacy) 
 
(Revelation 2:8–11) 8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, ‘These things says the First 
and the Last, who was dead, and came to life: 9 “I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you 
are rich); and I know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue 
of Satan. 10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about 
to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be 
faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 11 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.” 
 
Only good things are said to Smyrna.  
 
DATES: 100–313 
 
MEANING: “Bittersweet myrrh.” The experience of the church was bittersweet. But the spiritual 
faithfulness was a sweet aroma to God.  
 
A time of heavy persecution under Nero and Diocletian. APPL: The next church is during the time of 
Constantine when Christians begin to have rights.  
 
Jesus is encouraging this church to stay strong in their faith. He loves them and sees their pain and 
suffering. Yet Jesus sees them as “RICH.” QUES: Rich in what? 
 
(James 2:5) 5 Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in 
faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?  
 
Faith brings them so much more than the things of this world. By faith, we are heirs of God’s 
kingdom. This is God’s promise, not that we would not suffer persecution.  
 



“Jews but are not.” The persecution is going to drive out those who profess to be spiritual Jews, 
believers in Christ, but are not. They belong to Satan. APPL: There are always those in the church 
that profess to follow Jesus, but are not circumcised in the heart. They are unconverted.  
 
“Ten days.” This is not 10 literal days. That kind of persecution is not evidenced here. This is a heavy 
10-year persecution period. It’s a historical fact that from 303–313, Diocletian rained down heavy 
persecution against Christians.   
 
Persecution will “test” all in the church to see whether or not they are “in the faith.”  
 
(2 Corinthians 13:5) 5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you 
not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified.  
 
Ellen White says, “The message to the church in Smyrna is also for our encouragement.” What does 
this tell you about the time of the end? 
 
3. Pergamos – The Compromising Church (Christianization of Rome) 
 
(Revelation 2:12–17) 12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write, ‘These things says He who 
has the sharp two-edged sword: 13 “I know your works, and where you dwell, where Satan’s throne 
is. And you hold fast to My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was 
My faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 14 But I have a few things against 
you, because you have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a 
stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual 
immorality. 15 Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. 
16 Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of My mouth. 
17 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will 
give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new 
name written which no one knows except him who receives it.”’  
 
DATES: 313–538 
 
MEANING: “Elevated by marriage.” 
 
This begins with the period of Constantine’s rule. Everything in the Christian church changed. No 
longer did Rome persecute the church, Constantine began to restore the churches and land back to 
Christians.  
 
“Balaam” and Balak. This story points to a time when the church stopped watching and praying. 
Persecution was over and they were seeking a bigger role in this world’s affairs. The OT story was 
about a time when God’s people married pagan women. We also see that the people demanded a 
king. They wanted a ruler like the other nations around them had. Christian leaders began to seek 
power.  
 



“Satan’s throne.” State unites with church to form a brand new kind of “church.” One that rules in 
the earth. Satan takes his seat on the throne of the church.  
 
(Isaiah 14:13–14) 13 For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne 
above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation On the farthest sides of the 
north; 14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’  
 
Paul began to see this spirit of Satan already at work: 
(2 Thessalonians 2:3–4) 3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the 
falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes and 
exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of 
God, showing himself that he is God.  
 
(2 Thessalonians 2:9–12) 9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with 
all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, 
because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this reason 
God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 12 that they all may be 
condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.  
 
“Antipas.” His name means “against the fathers.” He suffered martyrdom because he fought against 
the compromises coming into the church. He opposed the leaders (fathers) that were allowing these 
things to come in.  
 
“Stumbling block before the children of Israel.” The increase in prosperity (no persecution) brought 
compromise. With the influx of pagans into the church, church authorities began to incorporate 
heathen beliefs and practices. In effect, this becomes a stumbling block to Christians in the church.  
 
“Manna.” They ate from the bread of life from heaven. Those who were faithful received the truth of 
God’s Word to navigate them through the compromised influences in their day.  
 
“White stone.” A stone is a symbol of God’s covenant with His people. It is also a symbol of judgment 
for those who blasphemed His name. They were “stoned” to death. When that covenant was broken 
in a “high-handed” or rebellious way, a stone was a symbol of judgment. 
 
(Joshua 4:4–7) 4 Then Joshua called the twelve men whom he had appointed from the children of 
Israel, one man from every tribe; 5 and Joshua said to them: “Cross over before the ark of the Lord 
your God into the midst of the Jordan, and each one of you take up a stone on his shoulder, 
according to the number of the tribes of the children of Israel, 6 that this may be a sign among you 
when your children ask in time to come, saying, ‘What do these stones mean to you?’ 7 Then you 
shall answer them that the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord; when it crossed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. And these stones shall 
be for a memorial to the children of Israel forever.”  
 



(Leviticus 24:16) 16 And whoever blasphemes the name of the Lord shall surely be put to death. All 
the congregation shall certainly stone him, the stranger as well as him who is born in the land. When 
he blasphemes the name of the Lord, he shall be put to death.  
 
4. Thyatira – The Corrupt Church (Mystery of Babylon the Great) 
 
(Revelation 2:18–29) 18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, ‘These things says the Son 
of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass: 19 “I know your works, love, 
service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works, the last are more than the first. 20 
Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls 
herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things 
sacrificed to idols. 21 And I gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and she did not repent. 
22 Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, 
unless they repent of their deeds. 23 I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know 
that I am He who searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according to your 
works. 24 “Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have this doctrine, who 
have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you no other burden. 25 But hold fast 
what you have till I come. 26 And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will 
give power over the nations— 27 ‘He shall rule them with a rod of iron; They shall be dashed to 
pieces like the potter’s vessels’— as I also have received from My Father; 28 and I will give him the 
morning star. 29 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”’  
 
DATES: 538–1517; (Beginning the Middle (Dark) Ages) 
 
MEANING: “Sacrifice of contrition.” 
 
This is the worst condition of the church throughout history. It is engaging in wicked behavior under 
the influence of “Jezebel.” Yet Jesus still stands in the midst of the church rebuking the evils while 
encouraging the faithful. 
 
There is a clear divide in the church at this time between the wicked and the righteous. Compromise 
had already run its course. Now we find the fruit of full on apostasy. This is early on in the 1260-year 
prophetic period—one that began the unrivaled supremacy of the Roman Church.   
 
Why is it important to have prophecy layers (churches, seals, trumpets)? Because they provide 
different markers to identify where earth’s history is on the road to its ultimate deliverance. Another 
help along the way is understanding which prophetic period we are in. Especially with the church of 
Thyatira.   
 
“I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience.” There are good things done in the 
church as well. These are honest people that are faithful to God.  
 
“Jezebel.” Here she is a figure of those who were teaching and seducing people in the practice of 
sexual immorality and idolatry. She herself was a symbol of an apostate church that was teaching 



people false doctrines. History tells us that this was forced upon the people under threat of 
persecution and death. These are leaders within the church that are causing an explosion of idolatry 
amongst a people that want true religion. 
 
The details of this period will grow more and more specific in the rest of Revelation. 
 
Jezebel was a wicked influence over her husband Ahab. (1 Kings 21:25–26) 25 But there was no one 
like Ahab who sold himself to do wickedness in the sight of the Lord, because Jezebel his wife stirred 
him up. 26 And he behaved very abominably in following idols, according to all that the Amorites had 
done, whom the LORD had cast out before the children of Israel. Jezebel was the drive behind the 
explosion of idol worship.  
 
 “Time to repent.” Yet God was still gracious to even the wicked (Ahab even repented for a time). 
God gave them 1260 years to repent. Still the hierarchy of the church did not change course. It was a 
corrupt church system.  
 
“I will cast her … into great tribulation.” This persecution of the Roman Church came at the hand of 
Islam. There were continual battles during the crusades against Islam. And they got very close to 
conquering Rome during the Ottoman Empire period.  
 
“As many as do not have this doctrine.” Jesus encourages the faithfulness to the truth of the Bible. 
 
“I will give power over the nations.” Jesus will help them rise above the persecuting powers of the 
nations. He will step in to put in check the growing power that comes through the church-state 
relationship.    
 
“Give him the morning star.” The ultimate Morning Star is Jesus. John Wycliff was called the 
“Morning Star of the Reformation.” It was Wycliff that gave the word of God to the common people 
so they could study the Bible for themselves. This sewed the seed of the Protestant Reformation.  
 
Chapter 3 
 
5. Sardis – The Separating Church (The Reformation Period) 
 
(Revelation 3:1–6) 1 “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, ‘These things says He who has 
the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: “I know your works, that you have a name that you are 
alive, but you are dead. 2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, 
for I have not found your works perfect before God. 3 Remember therefore how you have received 
and heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and 
you will not know what hour I will come upon you. 4 You have a few names even in Sardis who have 
not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 5 He who 
overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; 
but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels. 6 “He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’  



 
DATES: 1517–1798 (Luther’s 95 Theses) 
 
MEANING: “Escaping; coming out.”  
 
“Coming out” of Babylon to begin the work of reforming God’s church in the name of truth. The 
same thing that happened with the Jews when they left Babylon. During this period they neglected 
building the house of the Lord.  
 
When the Jews left Babylon, each escapee first sought to build their own house. They neglected the 
construction of God’s house. This was not good.  
  
(Haggai 1:7–9) 7 Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Consider your ways! 8 Go up to the mountains and 
bring wood and build the temple, that I may take pleasure in it and be glorified,” says the Lord. 9 
“You looked for much, but indeed it came to little; and when you brought it home, I blew it away. 
Why?” says the Lord of hosts. “Because of My house that is in ruins, while every one of you runs to 
his own house.  
 
There was an explosion of Protestant denominations. Everyone looked to building their own church 
using only a little truth, but left God’s spiritual house neglected. They stopped building when they 
finished their own house.  
 
God wanted to put all the different pieces of truth into one church that would again represent Him 
to the world. This period of Sardis opposed such an exercise.  
 
We are now looking forward toward the next prophetic timeline in 1844. This helps us understand 
what we are reading about during this church era.  
 
“Seven Spirits of God.” Jesus in the fullness of the Spirit as revealed in Isaiah 11: 
 
(Isaiah 11:1–2) 1 There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of 
his roots. 2 The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.  
 
NOTE: The seven spirits of God are sometimes referred to as personalities of God. This is inaccurate. 
A more correct translation is the seven characteristics as described in Isaiah. These are the things 
imparted to Jesus at His birth into the world.  
 
“Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die.” The Protestant 
Reformation was to keep moving forward. God never intended the reformation movement to stop. 
But the people became satisfied with the progress they made in separating from the Roman Church 
and establishing new churches.  
 



“Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief.” They did not know what was to 
come upon the church in the future. God has a timeline for wrapping up His work in the world. Christ 
was about to move from His daily intercessory ministry to the yearly judgment ministry (1844). Jesus 
wanted them to keep moving forward in truth and look to participate in the closing work of 
evangelism throughout the world.  
 
(Matthew 24:42–44) 42 Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. 43 But 
know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would 
have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. 44 Therefore you also be ready, for the 
Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.  
 
Jesus came at the end of time in two ways. The first was the coming (invisible) before the Father in 
the Most Holy Place to begin the judgment. The second is the second coming (visible) to gather His 
saints to Himself at the resurrection.  
 
Most Christians are unaware that the first has already happened!  
 
(Daniel 7:13) 13 “I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming 
with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near before Him.  
 
“Christ had come, not to the earth, as they expected, but, as foreshadowed in the type, to the most 
holy place of the temple of God in heaven. He is represented by the prophet Daniel as coming at this 
time to the Ancient of Days.” (The Great Controversy, p. 424) 
 
(Malachi 3:1–4) 1 “Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way before Me. And the 
Lord, whom you seek, Will suddenly come to His temple, Even the Messenger of the covenant, In 
whom you delight. Behold, He is coming,” Says the Lord of hosts. 2 “But who can endure the day of 
His coming? And who can stand when He appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire And like launderers’ 
soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and a purifier of silver; He will purify the sons of Levi, And purge them 
as gold and silver, That they may offer to the Lord An offering in righteousness. 4 “Then the offering 
of Judah and Jerusalem Will be pleasant to the Lord, As in the days of old, As in former years.  
 
Then notice the next few words of the NIV (verse 5): “So I will come to put you on trial.” 
 
“White garments … blot out … confess.” These are all judgment terms. God is telling the church that 
they will be prepared only as far as they enter into this work of judgment to be purified by God and 
ready for the second coming.  
 
6. Philadelphia – The Faithful Church (The Second Great Awakening) 
 
(Revelation 3:7–13) 7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These things says He who 
is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and 
no one opens”: 8 “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut 
it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 9 Indeed I will 



make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will 
make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you. 10 Because you 
have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come 
upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. 11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold 
fast what you have, that no one may take your crown. 12 He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar 
in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of My God and 
the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. 
And I will write on him My new name. 13 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.” ’  
 
DATES: 1798–1850s 
 
MEANING: “Brotherly love.”  
 
The love relationship with Jesus is being fully restored. Christians at this time are renewed in their 
love for Jesus. In love, this period was a gathering together to build the house of the Lord. This was a 
reestablishment of His truth.  
 
Bible societies were formed, missionary work was prevalent, and the Bible was being translated into 
different languages. Christianity in its Protestant form was growing rapidly during the resurgence of 
evangelism during this period. 
 
What happened during this period is a repeating of the history of what happened during the 
rebuilding of the temple and walls of Jerusalem as the Jews came out of Babylon. Nehemiah 
gathered the people together to finish the work of reconstruction. During the Philadelphia period, 
there is a rebuilding of God’s church—doing the work that was stalled during the previous church 
(Protestant Reformation period). Amazingly, even the numbers of people that Nehemiah gathered 
was similar to the number of people in the Millerite movement.  
 
(Isaiah 58:12–14) 12 Those from among you Shall build the old waste places; You shall raise up the 
foundations of many generations; And you shall be called the Repairer of the Breach, The Restorer of 
Streets to Dwell In. 13 “If you turn away your foot from the Sabbath, From doing your pleasure on My 
holy day, And call the Sabbath a delight, The holy day of the Lord honorable, And shall honor Him, 
not doing your own ways, Nor finding your own pleasure, Nor speaking your own words, 14 Then you 
shall delight yourself in the Lord; And I will cause you to ride on the high hills of the earth, And feed 
you with the heritage of Jacob your father. The mouth of the Lord has spoken.”  
 
The Sabbath is one of the major truths that came to light.  
 
“Key of David.” This key is the key of God’s government and the key of knowledge. This key enables 
God’s people to go deeper in their understanding of God’s government and the truths that are 
connected to is.  
 



(Isaiah 22:22–23) 22 The key of the house of David I will lay on his shoulder; so he shall open, and no 
one shall shut; and he shall shut, and no one shall open. 23 I will fasten him as a peg in a secure place, 
and he will become a glorious throne to his father’s house.  
 
(Luke 11:52) 52 “Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge. You did not 
enter in yourselves, and those who were entering in you hindered.”  
 
“Opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens.” This is a clear reference to the door 
between the Holy and Most Holy Places.  
 
This truth is a “system” revealing the ways of God: “Your way, O God, is in the sanctuary” (Psalm 
77:13). The people at this time were given the key of knowledge through the sanctuary. God’s way of 
government and His system of truth can be discovered in the sanctuary truth.  
 
What is in the Most Holy Place? The Law of God revealing the Sabbath. 
 
“The subject of the sanctuary was the key which unlocked the mystery of the disappointment of 
1844. It opened to view a complete system of truth, connected and harmonious, showing that God's 
hand had directed the great advent movement and revealing present duty as it brought to light the 
position and work of His people.” 
 
“I saw the Father rise from the throne, [See page 92.] and in a flaming chariot go into the holy of 
holies within the veil, and sit down. Then Jesus rose up from the throne, and the most of those who 
were bowed down arose with Him. I did not see one ray of light pass from Jesus to the careless 
multitude after He arose, and they were left in perfect darkness. Those who arose when Jesus did, 
kept their eyes fixed on Him as He left the throne and led them out a little way. Then He raised His 
right arm, and we heard His lovely voice saying, “Wait here; I am going to My Father to receive the 
kingdom; keep your garments spotless, and in a little while I will return from the wedding and 
receive you to Myself.” Then a cloudy chariot, with wheels like flaming fire, surrounded by angels, 
came to where Jesus was. He stepped into the chariot and was borne to the holiest, where the 
Father sat. There I beheld Jesus, a great High Priest, standing before the Father. On the hem of His 
garment was a bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate. Those who rose up with Jesus 
would send up their faith to Him in the holiest, and pray, “My Father, give us Thy Spirit.” Then Jesus 
would breathe upon them the Holy Ghost. In that breath was light, power, and much love, joy, and 
peace.  
     I turned to look at the company who were still bowed before the throne; they did not know that 
Jesus had left it. Satan appeared to be by the throne, trying to carry on the work of God. I saw them 
look up to the throne, and pray, “Father, give us Thy Spirit.” Satan would then breathe upon them an 
unholy influence; in it there was light and much power, but no sweet love, joy, and peace. Satan's 
object was to keep them deceived and to draw back and deceive God's children.” (Early Writings, p. 
55–56) 
 
“Say they are Jews and are not.” Like Smyrna, there is no rebuke of Philadelphia. These are the two 
experiences of Christians: 1) those that say they are “Jews” and 2) those that are “Jews.” The 



experience of Smyrna and Philadelphia are very similar. Christians claim to be followers of Christ, but 
they are followers in name only if they do not receive the truth of God’s Word.  
 
“Keep you from the hour of trial.” This was not the last day church that was to exist until the 
tribulation just before the second coming. They are spared this experience because they walked in 
the truth revealed by God to His people.  
 
“I will write on him.” This is the beginning of the sealing process in the time of the end. We are 
clearly beginning the “latter days” of earth’s history.  
 
7. Laodicea – The Lukewarm Church (The Time of the End) 
 
(Revelation 3:14–22) 14 “And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, ‘These things says 
the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: 15 “I know your 
works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 16 So then, because you 
are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. 17 Because you say, ‘I am 
rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, 
miserable, poor, blind, and naked— 18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you 
may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may 
not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke 
and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone 
hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 21 To 
him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with 
My Father on His throne. 22 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ ”  
 
DATES: 1850s–Second Coming 
 
MEANING: “Judging the people.”  
 
There are two kinds of judgment: affirmation (positive) and condemnation (negative).  
 
(Romans 8:1) There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not 
walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 
 
Jesus is loving, good and kind, but He is also just.  
 
(1 John 1:8–9) 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  9 If we 
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 
Laodicea is living in denial of its condition. God promises to forgive and cleanse our sin, if we confess 
it to Him. Repentance and confession is an important message to the church today. 
 
[See chapter 18 notes for additional information on the message to Laodicea.] 



 
“The Faithful and True Witness.” Jesus is faithful to tell us the truth about our condition. We often 
think of Jesus as love, but forget love always includes being truthful.  
 
(Hebrews 12:5–6) “My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor be discouraged when you 
are rebuked by Him; 6 for whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He 
receives.” 
 
“the Beginning of the creation of God.” This is a reference to the True Witness that is also the 
Creator. This is a clear reference to the memorial of creation and the Creator Himself, the Sabbath. 
The Sabbath would come back to the forefront in this last day church.  
 
“Works … neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot … lukewarm.” God’s people are not 
on fire for His cause. His mission has taken a back seat in their life. This is why their works are 
lukewarm.  
 
The water in the historical city of Laodicea was known to contain minerals that made it distasteful. 
Everything cooked in it tasted like those minerals. It made people feel sick to their stomach.  
 
The culture was heavy on entertainment. It was known for its theaters, which were frequented by 
the people that lived there. This had an influence on the church. It began to enjoy the “good life” 
rather than share the gospel it had been entrusted to proclaim. The same situation exists today. The 
church is allowing the culture of entertainment to affect its ability to complete its mission.  
 
God wishes we were cold or hot because He is still capable of reach them.  
 
“Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing.” It is true that the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church is enriched with truth about God, His love and grace, His doctrine, and 
prophecy. But the people don’t realize that they are missing the most important thing. They are 
missing Christ in their life.  
 
“Buy from Me … gold … white garments … eye salve.”  
 

• Gold is faith. But with many, the gold has become dim, the rich treasure lost.  
(1 Peter 1:6–7) In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have 
been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious 
than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
Tribulation is now allowed to come upon us to destroy us, but to strengthen our faith in God. 

• White garments refers to the righteousness of Christ. 
• Eye salve is spiritual discernment. This enables us see our true condition before God. 

 



“I rebuke and chasten.” God would not rebuke His people unless He loved them. The problem is that 
sin usually repels this loving rebuke. It is in our nature to resist counsel that tells us we are wrong. 
We must get over this aversion to correction.  
 
(Testimonies 3, p. 257) Ministers who are preaching present truth should not neglect the solemn 
message to the Laodiceans. The testimony of the True Witness is not a smooth message. The Lord 
does not say to them, You are about right; you have borne chastisement and reproof that you never 
deserved; you have been unnecessarily discouraged by severity; you are not guilty of the wrongs and 
sins for which you have been reproved. 
     The True Witness declares that when you suppose you are really in a good condition of prosperity, 
you are in need of everything. … Because Christ bears this rebuking testimony, shall we suppose that 
he is destitute of tender love to his people? – O, no! He who died to redeem man from death, loves 
with a divine love, and those whom he loves he rebukes. 
 
The rebuke of Christ is for the purpose of preparation for the time of trouble.  
 
“Be zealous and repent”  
 
Repentance allows Christ to come into our lives. Because repentance requires that we discern our 
sin, there was a need for Christ to reveal our lukewarm condition.  
 
Jesus cannot come in until the church is ready. The church needs to engage in spiritual preparation 
for the return of Christ. Instead of an attraction to the things of this world, our affection must be 
turned to the things of God. Don’t keep Jesus waiting!  
 
The only thing God needs to fix our condition is our decision to turn away from our sin and allow 
Christ to forgive and cleanse us completely.  
 
Remember that this is during the concluding of the investigative judgment. Unless we repent and 
confess our sin to God, it remains with us.  
 
“I stand at the door and knock”  
 
The only antidote for the Laodicean condition is Jesus in the heart.  
 
 
 
 
More on the Seven Churches 
 
The experience of literal Israel through its history is repeated by spiritual Israel, the church: 

1. Ephesus. Ada10 and Eve were perfect but then left their first love of God. 
2. Smyrna. Israel was persecuted by Egypt. 



3. Pergamos. The Exodus brought a period of compromise, which continued as they settled in 
the Promised Land. 

4. Thyatira. They were taken into captivity in Babylon as judgment for their compromise. 
5. Sardis. The Jews left Babylon, but then built their own houses and neglected the House of 

the Lord.  
6. Philadelphia. Nehemiah gathered the people to repair the breach in the walls of Jerusalem. 
7. Laodicea. After existing once again in their newly reconstructed city, they fell into a 

lukewarm condition, which exists right up to the first advent of Christ.  
 
 
 
 
 


