
The Book of Revelation 
Chapters 15–18 
 
Chapter 15 
 
Opening 
 
The events described in chapters 15–18 follow the great harvest when probation closes for all 
mankind. Every person alive will have received the seal of God or the mark of the beast. Chapter 15 
continues where the previous chapter leaves off, but also gives more detail about what takes place 
just before the second coming of Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
These three chapters describe the judgments of God upon the wicked who are persecuting His 
people who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. It is part of the vengeance He 
has repeatedly promised to His people, to bring about justice for them. 
 
(Romans 12:19) Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, 
“Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 
 
NOTE: In the fifth seal, the prayers of the martyrs continue to cry out to God to avenge them (6:9–
10). Right after the time of trouble and just before the second coming, the text declares that “He has 
avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her” (Revelation 19:2). This reveals that vengeance 
is accomplished when God pours out the seven bowls of wrath (seven last plagues).  
 
“Revelation 15–18 builds on chapters 12–14. The central theme of Revelation 12 is Satan’s effort to 
destroy God’s people living between the first coming of Christ and his return to the earth. Revelation 
13 focuses on the time of the end. The chapter portrays the anger of the nations against God’s 
faithful remnant. Next, the discussion turns to God’s response to the anger of the nations. In 
chapters 15–18, John elaborates upon the statement “your wrath came” of Revelation 11:18. He 
describes first the execution of divine wrath in the pouring out of the seven bowl plagues on the 
followers and worshipers of the satanic trinity (chapters 15–16), and, second, the judgment on the 
end-time prostitute Babylon (chapters 17–18).” (The Revelation of Jesus Christ, Ranko Stefanovic) 
 
Seven Last Plagues 
 
(Revelation 15:1) Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous: seven angels having the 
seven last plagues, for in them the wrath of God is complete. 
 
(1) “the wrath of God is complete”  
 

Seven Bowls of Wrath 
Vengeance Judgments 

Three Angels’ Messages 
Loud Cry Proclaimed 

 Great Harvest / 
Probation Closes 

Second 
Coming 



The wrath of God is His vengeance poured out upon the wicked. It is described as the seven bowls of 
wrath or seven last plagues, denoting a package of judgments that come directly from God Himself.  
 
It’s notable that one of Job’s friends (Eliphaz) tells him: 
(Job 5:19) He shall deliver you in six troubles, yes, in seven no evil shall touch you. 
 
Wrath in the OT is the word aph (Heb), also translated as anger, nostrils, face. It is not like human 
anger, but is premeditated to accomplish something specific. God’s wrath is “complete” in that it is 
filled up and packaged for a purpose. He will “pour” out His wrath to bring vengeance upon those 
who persecute His people.  
 
Note how protective God is of His people in the last days: 
(Zechariah 2:6–11) 6 “Up, up! Flee from the land of the north,” says the Lord; “for I have spread you 
abroad like the four winds of heaven,” says the Lord. 7 “Up, Zion! Escape, you who dwell with the 
daughter of Babylon.” 8 For thus says the Lord of hosts: “He sent Me after glory, to the nations which 
plunder you; for he who touches you touches the apple of His eye. 9 For surely I will shake My hand 
against them, and they shall become spoil for their servants. Then you will know that the Lord of 
hosts has sent Me. 10 “Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion! For behold, I am coming and I will dwell 
in your midst,” says the Lord. 11 “Many nations shall be joined to the Lord in that day, and they shall 
become My people. And I will dwell in your midst. Then you will know that the Lord of hosts has sent 
Me to you. 
 
The time of trouble is: 

• A time when Zion is called to escape; flee 
• People will seek to “touch” or persecute God’s people 
• The Lord will “shake” His hand against them, meaning He will bring judgments upon their 

enemies; they become spoil for their servants; those enslaved by their false teachings of 
Babylon [more to come in chapter 18] 

• Many nations chose to follow the Lord, receiving the truth proclaimed by the remnant 
 
NOTE: We will see the connection of this passage to verses 15:2–4 shortly. 
 
The time of trouble can be divided into two parts: 1) the early time of trouble, and 2) Jacob’s time of 
trouble. When the Bible describes the time of trouble, it most often refers to the second. This is 
when God’s people will be protected from the “seven” troubles. 
 
The Early Time of Trouble 
 
Before we study in detail the time of Jacob’s trouble, let’s take a look at the early time of trouble. 
This trouble is mixed with God’s mercy before the great harvest. It comes as the loud cry of the three 
angels’ messages is proclaimed. [This is why the loud cry appears in chapter 18.] 
 
During the early time of trouble, a false message of “peace and safety” will be broadcasted as a 
counterfeit to the true messages. Calamities will be striking the earth with growing intensity and 



frequency. Society will be collapsing due to pervasive hatred. [These events are described in 
Revelation 13:11–18.] 
 
(1 Thessalonians 5:1–6) 1 But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that 
I should write to you. 2 For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief 
in the night. 3 For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction comes upon them, as 
labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. 4 But you, brethren, are not in 
darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. 5 You are all sons of light and sons of the 
day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us 
watch and be sober. 
 
The early time of trouble is a time when God’s people will be wide awake. The loud cry of the third 
angel is proclaimed everywhere so that everyone has an opportunity to be saved. 
 
Here is a recap of events transpiring during the early time of trouble:  

1. There is a false revival within the churches that comprise spiritual Babylon spurred on by a 
significant increase in spiritualism. 

2. The latter rain is poured out upon the faithful remnant as the Holy Spirit seals and empowers 
them to proclaim the loud cry amid growing persecution. 

3. The final shaking of the church occurs as members within rise up against the truth that is 
growing louder and more distinct. This causes a separation of the tares from the wheat. 

4. At that same time, many (more than those that left the church) will accept the truth of the 
three angels’ messages and join the faithful remnant.  

5. The Sunday law is the test of loyalty and faithfulness to God during this time. The mark of the 
beast is received by all who reject the truth.  

 
Here are some quotations from Ellen White about what will happen in the world during the early 
time of trouble. 
 
(Testimonies 9, p. 97) More and more, as the days go by, it is becoming apparent that God's 
judgments are in the world. In fire and flood and earthquake He is warning the inhabitants of this 
earth of His near approach. The time is nearing when the great crisis in the history of the world will 
have come, when every movement in the government of God will be watched with intense interest 
and inexpressible apprehension. In quick succession the judgments of God will follow one another—
fire and flood and earthquake, with war and bloodshed. 

The time of God's destructive judgments is the time of mercy for those who have had no 
opportunity to learn what is truth. Tenderly will the Lord look upon them. His heart of mercy is 
touched; His hand is still stretched out to save, while the door is closed to those who would not 
enter. 

The mercy of God is shown in His long forbearance. He is holding back His judgments, waiting 
for the message of warning to be sounded to all. Oh, if our people would feel as they should the 
responsibility resting upon them to give the last message of mercy to the world, what a wonderful 
work would be done! 
 



(Early Writings, p. 33) I saw that God had children who do not see and keep the Sabbath. They have 
not rejected the light upon it. And at the commencement of the time of trouble, we were filled with 
the Holy Ghost as we went forth and proclaimed the Sabbath more fully. This enraged the churches 
and nominal Adventists, as they could not refute the Sabbath truth. And at this time God's chosen all 
saw clearly that we had the truth, and they came out and endured the persecution with us. 
 
When is it time to leave the cities? 
 
(Testimonies 5, p. 464) The time is not far distant when, like the early disciples, we shall be forced to 
seek a refuge in desolate and solitary places. As the siege of Jerusalem by the Roman armies was the 
signal for flight to the Judean Christians, so the assumption of power on the part of our nation, in the 
decree enforcing the papal sabbath, will be a warning to us. It will then be time to leave the large 
cities, preparatory to leaving the smaller ones for retired homes in secluded places among the 
mountains. 
 
(Selected Messages 3, p. 397) Many will be imprisoned, many will flee for their lives from cities and 
towns, and many will be martyrs for Christ’s sake in standing in defense of the truth. 
 
God’s faithful people will have one of three experiences as a result of their faithful testimony during 
the testing/shaking time: 

1. Imprisonment 
2. Escape 
3. Martyrdom 

 
The Time of Jacob’s Trouble 
 
Once the work of the Loud Cry is complete, the great time of trouble will come. This is described in 
Revelation 15–18. 
 
The world will enter what Daniel saw in vision: 
(Daniel 12:1) “At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince who stands watch over the sons 
of your people; and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation, even 
to that time. And at that time your people shall be delivered, every one who is found written in the 
book. 
 
Jesus was talking about the same time of trouble in His Olivet Discourse:  
(Matthew 24:21–22) 21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the 
beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And unless those days were shortened, 
no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened. 
 
(Education, p. 179) The present is a time of overwhelming interest to all living. Rulers and statesmen, 
men who occupy positions of trust and authority, thinking men and women of all classes, have their 
attention fixed upon the events taking place about us. They are watching the strained, restless 
relations that exist among the nations. They observe the intensity that is taking possession of every 



earthly element, and they recognize that something great and decisive is about to take place—that 
the world is on the verge of a stupendous crisis. 

Angels are now restraining the winds of strife, that they may not blow until the world shall be 
warned of its coming doom; but a storm is gathering, ready to burst upon the earth; and when God 
shall bid His angels loose the winds, there will be such a scene of strife as no pen can picture. 
 
We need to be completely dependent upon God to provide for all our needs. 
 
(Counsels for the Church, p. 281) The Lord has shown me repeatedly that it is contrary to the Bible to 
make any provision for our temporal wants in the time of trouble. I saw that if the saints had food 
laid up by them or in the field in the time of trouble, when sword, famine, and pestilence are in the 
land, it would be taken from them by violent hands and strangers would reap their fields. Then will 
be the time for us to trust wholly in God, and He will sustain us. I saw that our bread and water will 
be sure at that time, and that we shall not lack or suffer hunger; for God is able to spread a table for 
us in the wilderness. If necessary He would send ravens to feed us, as He did to feed Elijah, or rain 
manna from heaven, as He did for the Israelites. 

Houses and lands will be of no use to the saints in the time of trouble, for they will then have 
to flee before infuriated mobs, and at that time their possessions cannot be disposed of to advance 
the cause of present truth. I was shown that it is the will of God that the saints should cut loose from 
every encumbrance before the time of trouble comes, and make a covenant with God through 
sacrifice. If they have their property on the altar and earnestly inquire of God for duty, He will teach 
them when to dispose of these things. Then they will be free in the time of trouble and have no clogs 
to weigh them down. 
 
Jeremiah describes this as the time of Jacob’s trouble: 
(Jeremiah 30:7–9) 7 Alas! For that day is great, so that none is like it; and it is the time of Jacob’s 
trouble, but he shall be saved out of it. 8 ‘For it shall come to pass in that day,’ says the Lord of hosts, 
‘That I will break his yoke from your neck, and will burst your bonds; foreigners shall no more enslave 
them. 9 But they shall serve the Lord their God, and David their king, whom I will raise up for them. 
 
Some Adventists think of the great time of trouble from the perspective of God’s people running for 
their lives. While this is true, the pain and suffering endured is by far greater with the wicked. They 
will hate the faithful because they are suffering from the consequences of their rebellion against 
God.  
 
The time of Jacob’s trouble is unmixed with mercy. It is the time of the Lord’s vengeance, when the 
Lord pours out His wrath upon the wicked. If there is any doubt about the reality of God avenging His 
people, read Psalms 109 and 110.  
 
(Jeremiah 51:6–7) Flee from the midst of Babylon, and every one save his life! Do not be cut off in 
her iniquity, for this is the time of the LORD’s vengeance; He shall recompense her. 7 Babylon was a 
golden cup in the LORD’s hand, that made all the earth drunk. The nations drank her wine; therefore 
the nations are deranged (“went mad,” ESV). 
 



God has used His enemies to accomplish His purposes in the past. When the angels release the winds 
of strife and Satan is allowed full control over the wicked. They will have been cut off from God’s 
mercy. They will experience nothing less than that which they chose by their decisions to disregard 
the last message of mercy given to the world by God’s remnant people.  
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 614) When He leaves the sanctuary, darkness covers the inhabitants of 
the earth. In that fearful time the righteous must live in the sight of a holy God without an 
intercessor. The restraint which has been upon the wicked is removed, and Satan has entire control 
of the finally impenitent. God's long-suffering has ended. The world has rejected His mercy, despised 
His love, and trampled upon His law. The wicked have passed the boundary of their probation; the 
Spirit of God, persistently resisted, has been at last withdrawn. Unsheltered by divine grace, they 
have no protection from the wicked one. Satan will then plunge the inhabitants of the earth into one 
great, final trouble. As the angels of God cease to hold in check the fierce winds of human passion, 
all the elements of strife will be let loose. The whole world will be involved in ruin more terrible than 
that which came upon Jerusalem of old. 

A single angel destroyed all the first-born of the Egyptians and filled the land with mourning. 
When David offended against God by numbering the people, one angel caused that terrible 
destruction by which his sin was punished. The same destructive power exercised by holy angels 
when God commands, will be exercised by evil angels when He permits. There are forces now ready, 
and only waiting the divine permission, to spread desolation everywhere. 

Those who honor the law of God have been accused of bringing judgments upon the world, 
and they will be regarded as the cause of the fearful convulsions of nature and the strife and 
bloodshed among men that are filling the earth with woe. The power attending the last warning has 
enraged the wicked; their anger is kindled against all who have received the message, and Satan will 
excite to still greater intensity the spirit of hatred and persecution. 
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 621) The season of distress and anguish before us will require a faith that 
can endure weariness, delay, and hunger,—a faith that will not faint, though severely tried. The 
period of probation is granted to all to prepare for that time. Jacob prevailed because he was 
persevering and determined. His victory is an evidence of the power of importunate prayer. All who 
will lay hold of God's promises, as he did, and be as earnest and persevering as he was, will succeed 
as he succeeded. Those who are unwilling to deny self, to agonize before God, to pray long and 
earnestly for his blessing, will not obtain it. Wrestling with God—how few know what it is! … 

Those who exercise but little faith now, are in the greatest danger of falling under the power 
of Satanic delusions and the decree to compel the conscience. 
 
There will come a time to flee to the mountains, but not until the loud cry is finished and probation 
has closed.  
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 626) As the decree issued by the various rulers of Christendom against 
commandment keepers shall withdraw the protection of government, and abandon them to those 
who desire their destruction, the people of God will flee from the cities and villages and associate 
together in companies, dwelling in the most desolate and solitary places. 
 



The Song of Moses 
 
(Revelation 15:2–4) 2 And I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire, and those who have 
the victory over the beast, over his image and over his mark and over the number of his name, 
standing on the sea of glass, having harps of God. 3 They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, 
and the song of the Lamb, saying: “Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and 
true are Your ways, O King of the saints! 4 Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For 
You alone are holy. For all nations shall come and worship before You, for Your judgments have been 
manifested.” 
 
(2) “those who have the victory … standing on the sea of glass” 
 
This takes us into the future when those who have gained the victory “over the beast, over his image 
and over his mark and over the number of his name” are standing on the sea of glass. The 
description of the saints appears before the second coming and within the passage of the seven 
bowls of wrath. 
 
It is giving us a picture of what these saints are assured to experience in the future in contrast to the 
wicked who do not have victory and who receive the seven last plagues that are about to be poured 
out. The depiction in the chronology of the revelation appears during the final conflict when 
probation for mankind closes and everyone has either been sealed by God or marked by Satan (the 
power behind the beast and its image).  
 
We have here another case of “the already, but not yet.” The song of praise that will come from the 
lips of the saints in the future provides assurance for us today. God is in control in the final crisis and 
we can praise God for the victory in advance.  
 
This is an echo of the description of the saints in chapter 7: 
(Revelation 7:9, 14) After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could 
number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb 
… 14 These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 
This is telling us that those who stand on the sea of glass comprise the great multitude, which 
includes all the redeemed that go through the time of trouble—the 144,000 and those who receive 
their testimony and are saved. 
 
The sea of glass is located before the throne of God in heaven: 
(Revelation 4:6) Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the 
throne, and around the throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in front and in back. 
 
NOTE: These four living creatures appear again in 15:7 (see below). 
 
(3) “they sing the song of Moses … and the song of the Lamb” 



 
As Moses and the people praised God for His deliverance from the Egyptians, the great multitude will 
praise God for His deliverance from the beast, its image, and mark.  
 
It is also the “song of the Lamb.” It will be a fulfillment of Zephaniah’s prophecy: 
(Zephaniah 3:16–17) 16 In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Do not fear; Zion, let not your hands 
be weak. 17 The Lord your God in your midst, The Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over you with 
gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you with singing.” 
 
(3) “Great and marvelous are Your works” 
 
This song is motivated from a heart that has been transformed by the righteousness of Christ. They 
have embraced a righteousness by faith message and have been saved by grace, through faith and 
not by works (see Ephesians 2:8). 
 
(4) “fear … glorify … worship … judgments” 
 
Notice these four key words in the song. This is an echo of the first angel’s message telling us that 
the great multitude have received the message and obtained the victory. The message was essential 
to standing against the enemy and his false religious coalition—Satan, the Church of Rome (the 
beast), and apostate Protestantism (the false prophet). These three powers are all revealed during 
the sixth plague in verse 16:13.  
 
Here is what Paul has to say about the truth: 
(2 Thessalonians 2:8–12) 8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume 
with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 9 The coming of the 
lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with 
all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the 
truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe the lie, 12 that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness. 
 
Notice that those who receive the love of the truth will be saved. It is the truth that exposes Satan’s 
lies and keep us from being overpowered by his deception. APPL: It is concerning that within the 
Adventist church we find less love, if not overt antagonism, for our distinctive truths today.  
 
Heavenly Sanctuary Opened 
 
(Revelation 15:5–8) 5 After these things I looked, and behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the 
testimony in heaven was opened. 6 And out of the temple came the seven angels having the seven 
plagues, clothed in pure bright linen, and having their chests girded with golden bands. 7 Then one of 
the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who 
lives forever and ever. 8 The temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from His power, 
and no one was able to enter the temple till the seven plagues of the seven angels were completed. 



 
(5) “the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened” 
 
This is the same event described during the seventh trumpet. The seven last plagues begin and end 
with a visual into God’s temple. 
 
(Revelation 11:19) Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was 
seen in His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail.  
 
Again, we see that the visual into the temple is of the second apartment where the Ten 
Commandments are kept in the Ark of the Covenant. The law of God is the standard for judgment, 
which is why judgment comes from that location. 
 
(Jeremiah 50:28) The voice of those who flee and escape from the land of Babylon Declares in Zion 
the vengeance of the LORD our God, the vengeance of His temple. 
 
(6) “out of the temple came the seven angels having the seven plagues” 
 
There are seven angels that are given seven bowls of wrath (aka the seven last plagues). These are 
the judgments of vengeance from Christ as mercy ceases to flow after His mediatorial ministry.  
 
(Isaiah 59:16–18) 16 He saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor; 
therefore His own arm brought salvation for Him; and His own righteousness, it sustained Him. 17 For 
He put on righteousness as a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on His head; He put on the 
garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with zeal as a cloak. 18 According to their deeds, 
accordingly He will repay, fury to His adversaries, recompense to His enemies; the coastlands He will 
fully repay. 
 
(Maranatha, p. 258) I saw that Jesus would not leave the most holy place until every case was 
decided either for salvation or destruction, and that the wrath of God could not come until Jesus had 
finished His work in the most holy place, laid off His priestly attire, and clothed Himself with the 
garments of vengeance. Then Jesus will step out from between the Father and man, and God will 
keep silence no longer, but pour out His wrath on those who have rejected His truth. 
 
(7) “seven bowls of wrath” 
 
The golden bowls in Revelation 5:8 are full of incense that contain the prayers of the saints offered 
to God by the twenty-four elders. This time, these golden bowls are filled with the wrath of God, His 
instruments of destruction to be poured out on the wicked. 
 
(8) “the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God” 
 
This is described as happening twice before: the first time in the wilderness tabernacle and the 
second in Solomon’s temple. 



 
(1 Kings 8:10–11) 10 And it came to pass, when the priests came out of the holy place, that the cloud 
filled the house of the Lord, 11 so that the priests could not continue ministering because of the 
cloud; for the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord. 
 
All mediatorial work has ended, noting that mercy has ceased to be offered and judgments of 
vengeance are to begin. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary is where Jesus mediates for His people. It is the 
location of the mercy seat that sits above the “tabernacle of the testimony,” where God’s law 
resides. Coming from the temple this time are the divine judgments of God against all who rejected 
the gospel. The seven angels having the seven bowls of wrath emerge from the Most Holy Place and 
nothing else happens in the temple until these angels have completed their work of vengeance. 
 
Chapter 16 
 
Seven Last Plagues 
 
(Revelation 16:1) Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, “Go and pour 
out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth.” 
 
There is a strong parallelism between the seven trumpets and the seven last plagues. Note the 
similarities between the two: 
 

 Seven Trumpets Seven Plagues 
Intro Sanctuary scene (8:2–6) Sanctuary scene (15:5–16:1) 

1 Earth (8:7) Earth (16:2) 
2 Sea (8:8) Sea (16:3) 
3 Rivers and fountains (8:10) Rivers and fountains (16:4) 
4 Sun, moon, and stars (8:12) Sun (16:8) 
5 Darkness from the abyss (9:2) Darkness on the throne of the beast (16:10) 
6 The River Euphrates (9:14) The River Euphrates (16:12) 
7 Loud voices: “[Christ] shall reign” (11:15–16) A loud voice: “It is done” (16:17) 

 
While there are undeniable similarities, these are not the same event. The seven last plagues are 
instead echoing the trumpet judgments.  
 
There are some important distinctions between the two: 

• The obvious differences in the wording and what happens during each judgment. 
• The trumpets blow while intercession is ongoing and the hand of mercy is open; the plagues 

are poured out after intercession has ceased and the hand of mercy is ended.  



• The trumpets are limited, noted by the repeated “third” references; the plagues are global 
with no limitation. 

• They serve a different purpose: seven trumpets are redemptive; seven plagues are punitive.  
• The trumpets occur over a long period of time (highly detailed); the plagues are short in 

duration (no prophetic time elements).  
• The trumpets are preliminary judgments against the growing wickedness in the world; the 

plagues are retributive judgments against the rebellious and impenitent wicked. 
 
First Plague 
 
(Revelation 16:2) So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a foul and 
loathsome sore came upon the men who had the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his 
image. 
 
The first plague begins to carry out the divine threat proclaimed by the third angel: 
(Revelation 14:9–10) 9 Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone 
worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he himself 
shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His 
indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in 
the presence of the Lamb. 
 
There is a mixture of symbolism and literalism in the seven last plagues. This first one is a “loathsome 
sore”—likely an untreatable open sore that breaks out somewhere on the body. 
 
Second Plague 
 
(Revelation 16:3) Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it became blood as of a 
dead man; and every living creature in the sea died. 
 
The second and third plague is poured out on the waters of the earth. This second plague is poured 
out on the sea. As a result, “every living creature in the sea died,” as opposed to only a third of the 
water during the trumpet judgments. 
 
Third Plague 
 
(Revelation 16:4–7) 4 Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, 
and they became blood. 5 And I heard the angel of the waters saying: “You are righteous, O Lord, the 
One who is and who was and who is to be, because You have judged these things. 6 For they have 
shed the blood of saints and prophets, and You have given them blood to drink. For it is their just 
due.” 7 And I heard another from the altar saying, “Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous 
are Your judgments.” 
 



During the third plague, when the rivers and springs of waters are turned to blood, the world’s water 
supply will be destroyed. You can understand how the world’s population will be thrown into 
complete chaos.  
 
But the wording that follows here reveals that God is just and true in bringing vengeance upon His 
enemies. It says, “it is their just due.” The wicked shed the blood of the saints, so they receive blood 
to drink.  
 
Fourth Plague 
 
(Revelation 16:8–9) 8 Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and power was given to 
him to scorch men with fire. 9 And men were scorched with great heat, and they blasphemed the 
name of God who has power over these plagues; and they did not repent and give Him glory. 
 
In contrast to the fourth trumpet where the sun’s brightness is diminished, the fourth plague causes 
the sun to “scorch men with fire.” The heat causes them to blaspheme the name of God, which 
means that they fully realize that these plagues come directly from Him.  
 
Fifth Plague 
 
(Revelation 16:10–11) 10 Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his 
kingdom became full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues because of the pain. 11 They 
blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and did not repent of their 
deeds. 
 
The first four plagues fall upon humanity in general, but this plague begins a different sequence of 
events that strike at the heart of evil. The fifth plague is directed at the seat of Satan’s authoritarian 
rule on earth—the throne of the beast.  
 
The Roman Church will suffer humiliation before the eyes of the world as people realize that they 
have been duped. The false religious trinity is unable to protect them from the pain the suffering 
that this plague inflicts. But instead of blaspheming the apostate church, they blaspheme God, 
revealing again their corrupted character.  
 
Sixth Plague 
 
The sixth plague describes the devil’s evil confederacy that deceives the inhabitants of the earth. We 
are told figuratively where the final battle between truth and error, Christ and Satan, is fought. 
 
(Revelation 16:12–16) 12 Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and 
its water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared. 13 And I saw 
three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the 
beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 14 For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, 
which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that 



great day of God Almighty. 15 “Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps 
his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame.” 16 And they gathered them together to the 
place called in Hebrew, Armageddon. 
 
(12) “the great river Euphrates … water was dried up” 
 
The River Euphrates has been the boundary throughout history that separated Israel from its 
enemies, Assyria and Babylon. Just as water flowed through Babylon and provided its most 
important resource for sustaining life, the spiritual river gives life to spiritual Babylon. And like the 
water was dried up to conquer historical Babylon, the water will dry up to bring down spiritual 
Babylon.  
 
What does the water represent? 
(Revelation 17:15) Then he said to me, “The waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are 
peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues.” 
 
The nations and people that supported the great apostate religious system of Babylon will mourn for 
her fall (details in the next two chapters). 
 
(13) “out of the mouth of”  
 
The mouth is the mightiest weapon in the spiritual battle between good and evil. Satan is limited in 
doing direct physical harm to human beings (he must use natural disasters, disease, etc.), so his 
weapon of choice is words—speaking to and through people to spread his false theology/ideology.  
 
Jesus uses His mouth as a weapon: 
(Revelation 19:15) Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the 
nations. … 
 
Satan already has a mouth to speak out against God through the antichrist: 
(Revelation 13:5–6) 5 And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was 
given authority to continue for forty-two months. 6 Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against 
God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven. 
 
The devil primary goal is to spread lies and deception. Through the mouths of his subjects, he 
misrepresents God’s character, corrupts the teachings of the Bible, and sows prejudice and hatred 
everywhere. This is why we have to be very discerning about what we accept as truth.  
 
(13) “three unclean spirits like frogs” 
 
These unclean spirits are demonic (v14) and are symbolic of the deceptive powers of spiritualism so 
pervasive in the world. These spirits are identified as: 

1. Dragon. The dragon is identified in chapter 12 as Satan himself.  



2. Beast. The beast is identified as the sea beast in chapter 13. It is the Church of Rome; the 
antichrist power that the world worships and follows. 

3. False prophet. By deduction, this is the land beast in chapter 13 that “exercises all the 
authority of the first beast in his presence, and causes the earth and those who dwell in it to 
worship the first beast” (13:12). It refers to Apostate Protestantism (churches that once split 
off from Rome, but returned to her). They are daughter harlots of the corrupt woman in 17:5. 
NOTE: This is the first time the false prophet is mentioned by name. He also appears in 19:20 
and 20:10.  

 
(14) “the battle of that great day of God Almighty” 
 
The battle occurs just before the second coming of Christ. It is the decisive battle that ends the war 
that began in heaven between Christ and Satan. 
 
(Revelation 12:7–8) And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; 
and the dragon and his angels fought, 8 but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in 
heaven any longer. 
 
This is predominantly a spiritual battle of good vs. evil. From the beginning, it has been a war of 
words (“out of the mouth of”), a clash between truth vs. error; two opposing ideologies. We each 
play our part as we join the army of Christ taking His fight to the gates of Satan’s realm.  
 
(Selected Messages 3, p. 426) The battle of Armageddon will be fought. And that day must find none 
of us sleeping. Wide awake we must be, as wise virgins having oil in our vessels with our lamps. The 
power of the Holy Ghost must be upon us and the Captain of the Lord's host will stand at the head of 
the angels of heaven to direct the battle. Solemn events before us are yet to transpire. Trumpet after 
trumpet is to be sounded; vial after vial poured out one after another upon the inhabitants of the 
earth. Scenes of stupendous interest are right upon us and these things will be sure indications of 
the presence of Him who has directed in every aggressive movement, who has accompanied the 
march of His cause through all the ages, and who has graciously pledged Himself to be with His 
people in all their conflicts to the end of the world. He will vindicate His truth. He will cause it to 
triumph. He is ready to supply His faithful ones with motives and power of purpose, inspiring them 
with hope and courage and valor in increased activity as the time is at hand. … 
     While the Protestant world is becoming very tender and affectionate toward the man of sin, shall 
[not] God's people take their place as bold and valiant soldiers of Jesus Christ to meet the issue 
which must come, their lives hid with Christ in God? Mystic Babylon has not been sparing in the 
blood of the saints and shall we [not] be wide awake to catch the beams of light which have been 
shining from the light of the angel who is to brighten the earth with his glory. 
 
(15) “Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments” 
 
We are reminded to be wide awake, keeping on the garment of Christ’s righteousness (unlike the 
parable of the man in attendance at the wedding and lost his garment; see Matt 22:12).  
 



The garment is given to every believer who trusts the Lord with his/her life. It is our job to make sure 
we keep the garment on. This is why Jesus tells us to “watch and pray, lest you enter into 
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matthew 26:41). Only by obeying the 
leading of the Holy Spirit are we kept from the evil leading up to that Day. 
 
(1 Thessalonians 5:4–6) 4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you 
as a thief. 5 You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness.  6 
Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. 
 
(16) “Armageddon” 
 
What is the meaning of Armageddon? Armageddon is made up of two words: Har Megiddo, meaning 
mount of Megiddo. What mountain sits in the Valley of Megiddo? Mount Carmel, the same 
mountain on which Elijah battled against the false prophets of Baal. It was there that God sent fire 
from Heaven to reveal that He is the one true God.  
 
Listen to what happened when the Lord sent the fire: 
(1 Kings 18:38–39) 38 Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood 
and the stones and the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 Now when all the 
people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, “The Lord, He is God! The Lord, He is God!” 
 
Satan will use the same tactics during the end times to cause mankind to worship him.  
 
(Selected Messages 3, p. 392) In the warfare to be waged in the last days there will be united, in 
opposition to God's people, all the corrupt powers that have apostatized from allegiance to the law 
of Jehovah. In this warfare the Sabbath of the fourth commandment will be the great point at issue, 
for in the Sabbath commandment the great Lawgiver identifies Himself as the Creator of the heavens 
and the earth. … 
     In Revelation we read concerning Satan: “And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire 
come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, and deceiveth them that dwell on the 
earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast…” 
 
Although the last battle is spiritual, the Bible makes some geographical references.  
 
Babylon, the enemy of God’s people, is spoken of as residing to the north. The town of Megiddo 
today lies about 65 miles to the north of Jerusalem. 
 
(Jeremiah 10:22) Behold, the noise of the report has come, and a great commotion out of the north 
country, to make the cities of Judah desolate, a den of jackals. 
 
(Jeremiah 46:10) For this is the day of the Lord GOD of hosts, a day of vengeance, that He may 
avenge Himself on His adversaries. The sword shall devour; it shall be satiated and made drunk with 
their blood; for the Lord GOD of hosts has a sacrifice in the north country by the River Euphrates. 
 



Verse 16:16 says “they gathered them together to the place called … Armageddon.” Who is the 
“they” in this passage? The three unclean spirits. It is the devil and his confederacy who are 
gathering the people of the earth through lies and deception.  
 
(Revelation 19:19) And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to 
make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army. 
 
But there is another prophetic valley that Bible talks about: 
(Joel 3:12–16) 12 “Let the nations be wakened, and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; for there I 
will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. 13 Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, go 
down; for the winepress is full, the vats overflow—for their wickedness is great.” 14 Multitudes, 
multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision. 15 The 
sun and moon will grow dark, and the stars will diminish their brightness. 16 The Lord also will roar 
from Zion, and utter His voice from Jerusalem; the heavens and earth will shake; but the Lord will be 
a shelter for His people, and the strength of the children of Israel. 
 
The Valley of Jehoshaphat lies just east of Jerusalem between the city and the Mount of Olives. It has 
been described as the place where the last judgment takes place. The amazing thing about the 
location of the Valley of Jehoshaphat is that it resides so close to Jerusalem. What does this tell us 
spiritually? It’s revealing how close everyone is to God’s kingdom. They can hear the gospel 
proclaimed from Zion, but the enemies gathering to the north country are winning their hearts.   
 
The final decision for good or evil will be made by all people who currently reside spiritually in the 
Valley of Jehoshaphat. Everyone must decide to ally themselves with the forces of evil or with Christ, 
who is so near to all who seek Him.  
 
The mission of Christ was to gather His people to Him: 
(John 10:15–16) 15 As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the 
sheep.  16 And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear 
My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd. 
 
Paul talks about this gathering extending to the spiritual realm: 
(Ephesians 1:10) that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one 
all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him. 
 
The final gathering occurs at the time of the second coming: 
(Matthew 24:31) And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather 
together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 
 
Who are you gathering with today? There are only two choices.  
 
Seventh Plague 
 



(Revelation 16:17–21) 17 Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice 
came out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, “It is done!” 18 And there were noises 
and thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such a mighty and great 
earthquake as had not occurred since men were on the earth. 19 Now the great city was divided into 
three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And great Babylon was remembered before God, to 
give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath. 20 Then every island fled away, and the 
mountains were not found. 21 And great hail from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone about the 
weight of a talent. Men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, since that plague was 
exceedingly great. 
 
(17) “poured out his bowl into the air” 
 
This plague impacts the earth from the air. Specifically, huge hail falls from heaven. 
 
(17) “It is done” 
 
Jesus announced, “It is finished” (Gk, teleo) from the cross of Calvary. It was His guarantee of victory 
in the war against Satan. The word the gospel uses indicates certainty. 
 
(John 19:30) So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His 
head, He gave up His spirit. 
 
In the seventh plague, Jesus announces “It is done” (Gk, ginomai), meaning that the previous victory 
on the cross is brought into existence; actual possession. It’s the final victory in the ongoing battle 
between Christ and Satan.  
 
(18) “noises and thunderings and lightnings” 
 
This phrase in Revelation is always associated with the throne of God (see 4:5; 8:5; 11:19). 
 
(18) “a great earthquake” 
 
This is the greatest earthquake the earth has every felt, partly due to its global impact. Some scholars 
believe this earthquake is distinct from the one at the beginning of the sixth seal (v6:12). The 
traditional interpretation is that first one is the Lisbon earthquake of 1755. What’s problematic with 
that interpretation is that both are paired with impacts to the islands and mountains: “Then the sky 
receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved out of its place” 
(v6:14).  
 
If you read my notes in under the fifth and sixth plague, you will see that I believe we are living in the 
fifth seal and that the sixth seal has not yet been opened. The events at the beginning of the sixth 
seal involving the sun, moon, and stars are precursors to the global event during the time of trouble. 
Note again Luke’s record of Jesus words: 
 



(Luke 21:25–28) 25 “And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth 
distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; 26 men’s hearts failing them from 
fear and the expectation of those things which are coming on the earth, for the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory. 28 Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your 
redemption draws near.” 
 
Key points from earlier notes: 

1. In Luke 21, in response to the signs in the sun, moon, and stars, on earth there is “distress of 
nations, with perplexity” at the “things which coming on the earth.” The dark day in New 
England was seen as a strange phenomenon rather than a calamitous event. It was localized 
and did not create widespread fear by nations as to what was coming upon the earth. The 
same with the Leonid meteor shower. It was appreciated for its beauty rather than causing 
fear and anxiety in the people. 

2. Verse 25 reveals what is happening in the heavens and earth at the same time. These events 
are not separated by hundreds of years.  

3. These events in history are types of the final events held back by the four winds. When those 
winds are let loose, they will happen on a global scale with destructive power. 

4. The immediate command in this passage is to “see the Son of Man coming.” 
5. The closing verses of the sixth seal concludes with the wicked hiding from Christ at His 

appearing.  
 
(19) “the great city was divided into three parts” 
 
We have another reference to the false trinity described in the previous plague. The great city is a 
reference to Babylon.  
 
(Revelation 18:10) …”Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! For in one hour your 
judgment has come.” 
 
They key word here is “divided.” They are split apart from each other so that none supports the 
other. 
 
[More detail on the judgment against Babylon in the next two chapters.] 
 
(19) “Babylon was remembered” 
 
When God remembers, it’s not like He forgot something. He is recalling the faithfulness or the sins of 
a nations or people. He is bringing them to mind to bestow favor or bring judgment upon them.  
 
(Ezekiel 21:24) “Therefore thus says the Lord God: ‘Because you have made your iniquity to be 
remembered, in that your transgressions are uncovered, so that in all your doings your sins appear—
because you have come to remembrance, you shall be taken in hand.’” 
 



(Hosea 8:13) For the sacrifices of My offerings they sacrifice flesh and eat it, but the LORD does not 
accept them. Now He will remember their iniquity and punish their sins. They shall return to Egypt. 
 
(20) “every island fled away, and the mountains were not found” 
 
Dr. Luke mentions the “sea and waves roaring” (see above). This is the cause for islands 
disappearing. The sixth seal (6:14) links these descriptions to the seventh plague.  
 
(Revelation 6:13–14) 13 And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when 
it is shaken by a mighty wind. 14 Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every 
mountain and island was moved out of its place. 
 
Ellen White describes the same as happening in the future: 
 
(Selected Messages 3, p. 417) A world is represented in the destruction of Jerusalem, and the 
warning given then by Christ comes sounding down the line to our time: “And there shall be signs in 
the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; 
the sea and the waves roaring” (Luke 21:25). Yes, they shall pass their borders, and destruction will 
be in their track. They will engulf the ships that sail upon their broad waters, and with the burden of 
their living freight, they will be hurried into eternity, without time to repent. 
     There will be calamities by land and by sea, “men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking 
after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.” 
 
The mountains moving out of their place is also described in the sixth seal. Dr. Luke described the 
“powers of the heavens … shaken” (see above), connecting the calamity coming from the air to strike 
the earth and causing destruction.  
 
(21) “great hail from heaven fell upon men” 
 
Hailstones are one of God’s weapons of judgment in the OT. “Great hail” is mentioned in another 
passage in Revelation that ties these depictions together. More than “great hail,” there are several of 
the same symbols used during the seventh trumpet, which we have already noted is the time when 
the seven last plagues are poured out upon the earth. 
 
(Revelation 11:19) Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was 
seen in His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail. 
 
There is no definitive size for this hail in today’s measurements. Throughout history, a talent can vary 
from 30 to 100 lbs. Needless to say, this will bring incredible destruction upon buildings, let alone a 
human being.  
 
Ellen White may have seen a picture of this destruction in a dream: 
 



(Evangelism, p. 29) Last Friday morning, just before I awoke, a very impressive scene was presented 
before me. I seemed to awake from sleep but was not in my home. From the windows I could behold 
a terrible conflagration. Great balls of fire were falling upon houses, and from these balls fiery arrows 
were flying in every direction. It was impossible to check the fires that were kindled, and many 
places were being destroyed. The terror of the people was indescribable. After a time I awoke and 
found myself at home. 
 
(Manuscript Releases, vol. 11, p. 361) In the night I was, I thought, in a room but not in my own 
house. I was in a city, where I knew not, and I heard explosion after explosion. I rose up quickly in 
bed, and saw from my window large balls of fire. Jetting out were sparks, in the form of arrows, and 
buildings were being consumed, and in a very few minutes the entire block of buildings was falling 
and the screeching and mournful groans came distinctly to my ears. I cried out, in my raised position, 
to learn what was happening: Where am I? And where are our family circle? Then I awoke. But I 
could not tell where I was for I was in another place than home. I said, Oh Lord, where am I and what 
shall I do? It was a voice that spoke, “Be not afraid. Nothing shall harm you.”  
 
(21) “exceedingly great” 
 
These words show the severity of the seventh plague. NOTE: John does not use these words 
anywhere else in Revelation. 
 
Chapter 17 
 
In chapter 17, John steps back to provide some detail about the judgment of the great harlot, aka 
Babylon. The language used in the OT to describe the judgment of historical Babylon is used as a type 
of the judgment of end-time spiritual Babylon.  
 
The angel (“one of the seven”) is most likely the last who announced the complete downfall of 
Babylon in 16:19. Following the “repeat and enlarge” unfolding of the apocalypse throughout 
Revelation, the angel is going to elaborate in chapters 17–18 on what occurred during the plagues in 
the chapter before it. 
 
In the same way Daniel uses different symbols to describe the same entities, chapter 17 uses a great 
harlot instead of a sea beast to describe the activities of the antichrist power of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 
 
(Revelation 17:1–2) 1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and talked with 
me, saying to me, “Come, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters, 
2 with whom the kings of the earth committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth were 
made drunk with the wine of her fornication.”  
 
(1) “the great harlot” 
 



The great harlot the Roman Catholic Church, as introduced in chapter 13. Unlike the pure woman 
described in 12:1, this church stands against God and His people. This church:  

1. “sits on many waters”  
2. commits “fornication” with the “kings of the earth,” and 
3. makes drunk “the inhabitants of the earth.” 

 
[We will talk about the specifics of the great harlot below.] 
 
The description given is of the Roman Catholic Church after the deadly wound is healed.  
 
(1) “sits on many waters” 
 
Verse 15 tells us what the waters represent: 
(Revelation 17:15) Then he said to me, “The waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are 
peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues.” 
 
The Roman Church is supported by political powers. She was previously symbolized as the sea beast 
(13:1) and is supported at first by the land beast (United States; 13:11). But by this time, she sits on 
“many” waters, meaning the world’s nations are fully on board.   
 
(2) “kings of the earth committed fornication” 
 
This is the rise of the end-time church-state union, a reprisal of her modus operandi during the 
Middle Ages. The Roman Church will again gain control over the nations of the world, although she 
will be dependent on them to carry out her plans and purposes. 
 
In the OT, God told Israel that they played the harlot with other nations: 
(Ezekiel 23:30) “I will do these things to you because you have gone as a harlot after the Gentiles, 
because you have become defiled by their idols.” 
 
In what way did these nations commit idolatry with the Roman Church? They embraced her dogma 
above the truth. This is one definition of idolatry: anything we place before God and His truth.  
 
(2) “the inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her fornication” 
 
When a person is drunk, he cannot reason or think clearly. APPL: It’s impossible to give a Bible study 
to a drunk person. They have no reasoning skills for the Holy Spirit to lead them into truth.  
 
(Micah 2:11) If a man should walk in a false spirit and speak a lie, saying, ‘I will prophesy to you of 
wine and drink,’ even he would be the prattler of this people. 
 
When people are drunk, they make bad decisions and actions. Babylon in the last days will gain 
control over the nations of the world through lies and deception—her false spin on things—and by 
her leading influence, cause them to oppose the truth. 



 
NOTE: Part of her wine is declaring that it’s God’s will to unite churches with the aid of the state 
powers with the goal of bringing peace to the world and ushering in the millennial age of Christ’s 
reign. We already hear versions of this teaching in the church today. 
 
(1 Thessalonians 5:3) For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction comes upon 
them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. 
 
(Testimonies to Ministers, p. 61) The fallen denominational churches are Babylon. Babylon has been 
fostering poisonous doctrines, the wine of error. This wine of error is made up of false doctrines, 
such as the natural immortality of the soul, the eternal torment of the wicked, the denial of the pre-
existence of Christ prior to His birth in Bethlehem, and advocating and exalting the first day of the 
week above God's holy and sanctified day. These and kindred errors are presented to the world by 
the various churches, and thus the Scriptures are fulfilled that say, ‘For all nations have drunk of the 
wine of the wrath of her fornication.’ It is a wrath which is created by false doctrines, and when kings 
and presidents drink this wine of the wrath of her fornication, they are stirred with anger against 
those who will not come into harmony with the false and satanic heresies which exalt the false 
sabbath, and lead men to trample underfoot God's memorial. 
 
The Great Harlot 
 
The verses that follow build on the introduction to the chapter. It is a detailed description of the 
great harlot along with the beast she rides, exposing their partnership to accomplish the goal 
contrived by Satan himself.  
 
(Revelation 17:3–6) 3 So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a woman 
sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.    
4 The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and 
pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her fornication.         
5 And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF 
HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH 6 I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of 
the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I marveled with great 
amazement. 
 
[We will explore the scarlet beast after the great harlot.] 
 
(3) “carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness” 
 
The wilderness is where the scarlet dragon (beast) pursued the church to persecute her for 1260 
years (12:6, 14). It is fitting then that the place of her crimes against the martyrs is again the setting 
for Babylon’s coming judgment.  
 
(3) “a woman…” 
 



Just a quick revisit of the prophetic symbol of a woman. 
 
(Jeremiah 6:2) I have likened the daughter of Zion to a lovely and delicate woman. 
 
In Revelation, the first woman is found in chapter 12 (with the exception of Jezebel in 2:20): 
(Revelation 12:1) Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the 
moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars. 
 
The description of the woman in chapter 17 is far different. Since we have already identified her as 
the Roman Catholic Church, let’s take a closer look at the words used to describe her and apply them 
to her actions throughout history. 
 
Many of these words and symbols are used to describe the little horn in Daniel 7–8 and Revelation 
13, revealing to us that this is the same entity. 
 

• (3) “sitting” 
– She is carried/supported by the beast 
– She receives her authority, mission, and direction from the beast 

• (3) “full of names of blasphemy” 
– Verses 13:5–6 describes her as “speaking great things and blasphemies.” Now, this false 

religious system is “full” of names of blasphemy, meaning she is fully ripe and widely 
accepted as authoritative throughout the world 

– What is blasphemy? There are two things: 
1. Claiming to be God (pope as “Holy Father” and “Vicar of Christ”):  

(John 10:33) The Jews answered Him, saying, “For a good work we do not stone 
You, but for blasphemy, and because You, being a Man, make Yourself God.” 

2. The title of father is against Christ’s command:  
(Matthew 23:9) Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, 
He who is in heaven. 

3. Declaring the authority to forgive sins (confession to priests rather than God): 
(Mark 2:7) “Why does this Man speak blasphemies like this? Who can forgive sins 
but God alone?” 

• (4) “arrayed in purple and scarlet” 
– The vestments of the priests in the Roman Church are always purple and red 
– Never do you see blue, which represents the law of God: 

(Numbers 15:37–40) 37 Again the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 38 “Speak to the children 
of Israel: Tell them to make tassels on the corners of their garments throughout their 
generations, and to put a blue thread in the tassels of the corners. 39 And you shall have 
the tassel, that you may look upon it and remember all the commandments of the LORD 
and do them, and that you may not follow the harlotry to which your own heart and 
your own eyes are inclined, 40 and that you may remember and do all My 
commandments, and be holy for your God. 

• (4) “adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls” 
– She is wealthy and has much gold and jewelry to show for it 



• (4) “in her hand a golden cup” 
– (See notes above) In the golden cup is the wine of her abominations which represents 

her package of false Christian teachings and practices 
– This is received by the nations of the world as truth 
– She does not serve grape juice in her cup, but fermented wine (tainted by sin) 

• (5) “on her forehead a name was written” 
– In contrast to the Father’s name (14:1) and seal of approval 

• (5) “Babylon the Great” 
– The word is Babel in Hebrew, meaning to speak confusion 
– Her city namesake took captive and oppressed God’s people during the Diaspora 
– Spiritual Babylon is a false religious system that includes Roman Catholicism and the 

churches who obey her 
• (5) “Mother of Harlots” 

– What ties the “mother church” with her daughters is Sunday sacredness, the change she 
claims was the mark of her authority. 

– The harlot’s daughters are churches that never broke completely away from Rome’s 
false doctrines. 
(Isaiah 47:5–11) 5 “Sit silently, and go into darkness, O daughter of the Chaldeans, for 
you will no longer be called the queen of kingdoms. 6 “I was angry with My people, I 
profaned My heritage and gave them into your hand. You did not show mercy to them, 
on the aged you made your yoke very heavy. 7 “Yet you said, ‘I will be a queen forever.’ 
These things you did not consider nor remember the outcome of them. 8 “Now, then, 
hear this, you sensual one, who dwells securely, who says in your heart, ‘I am, and there 
is no one besides me. I will not sit as a widow, nor know loss of children.’  9 “But these 
two things will come on you suddenly in one day: loss of children and widowhood. They 
will come on you in full measure in spite of your many sorceries, in spite of the great 
power of your spells. 10 “You felt secure in your wickedness and said, ‘No one sees me,’ 
your wisdom and your knowledge, they have deluded you; for you have said in your 
heart, ‘I am, and there is no one besides me.’  11 “But evil will come on you which you 
will not know how to charm away; and disaster will fall on you for which you cannot 
atone; and destruction about which you do not know will come on you suddenly.” 

• (5) “Abominations of the Earth” 
– The wine is her abominations 
– Here is a list of abominations from the OT: 

1. Attempting to speak with the dead; spiritualism (2 Kings 23:24). Praying to Mary 
and the saints. 

2. Refusing to hear the law of God (Prov 28:9). “Thinks to change times and law” 
(Dan 7:25), including removal of the second commandment. 

3. Idol worship (Ezek 6:9). Bowing down to images; an act of worship. 
4. Adultery (Jer 13:27). Committing spiritual adultery; in league with state powers 

rather than trusting God. 
5. Eating unclean animals (Lev 11). Advocates anything is permissible to eat. 
6. Shedding innocent blood (2 Kings 21:10, 16). Persecuting/murdering God’s 

people. 



7. Extracting usury; manipulating offerings (Ezek 18:13). She manipulates people to 
give through payment of indulgences 

8. Sun worship (Ezek 8:15–16). The “greater” of abominations; they get sun worship 
from paganism; pictures and images of the sun is everywhere; “Sun”day is also 
kept as day of worship throughout apostate Protestantism. 

• (6) “drunk with the blood of the saints … martyrs of Jesus” 
– (identified as an abomination above) The 1260 year period of persecution of heretics 

caused an estimated 50 million martyrs at the hands of the Roman Catholic system 
 
The Scarlet Beast 
 
(Revelation 17:7–8) 7 But the angel said to me, “Why did you marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the 
woman and of the beast that carries her, which has the seven heads and the ten horns. 8 The beast 
that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And 
those who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are not written in the Book of Life from the 
foundation of the world, when they see the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. 
 
(3) “on a scarlet beast” 
 
There are several key characteristics that help reveal the beast’s identity: 

• (7) “seven heads and ten horns” 
• Two beasts by this description are mentioned in Revelation. In chapter 12, it’s Satan the 

dragon; in chapter 13, it’s the Roman Catholic Church the sea beast. 
• Since Rome can’t carry Rome, the finger seems to point to the dragon, “who gave 

authority to the beast” (13:4). Also, when one worships the dragon, they also 
“worshiped the beast” (13:4). These are “two peas in a pod,” so to speak. 

• Two possibilities: 1) the beast refers to Satan who gives his authority to the harlot and carries 
her where he wishes, or 2) it represents the power of the state that supports and carries out 
her decrees, also symbolized as a land beast in chapter 13:11. 

• (8) “was, and is not, and will ascend” … “was, and is not, and yet is” 
• Its status through time is similar to the words describing Jesus: 

(Revelation 1:8) “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the 
Lord, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” 
This certainly points to the one person who wants to “be like the Most High.” 

• There are two traditional interpretations:  
– The ‘was’ phase of the beast represents pagan Rome, the ‘is not’ phase the interim 

between pagan and papal Rome, and the ‘yet is’ phase papal Rome. 
– The ‘was’ phase represents by the beast before it’s deadly wound, the ‘is not’ 

phase is the interval between the deadly wound and its healing, and the ‘yet is’ 
phase is the revival of the beast after the deadly wound is healed. 

– PROBLEM: In each of these scenarios, both the harlot and the beast are papal 
Rome. It cannot carry itself! 



• The third more recent interpretation answers some key problems. It identifies the beast 
identified most often in Revelation as Satan himself: 
– Peter and Jude both describe God restricting Satan’s power so that He can bring 

the truth front and center: 
(2 Peter 2:4) For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down 
to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment. 
(Jude 6) And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own 
abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of 
the great day. 

– Satan and his angels are chained by circumstances. They are not allowed to work 
as freely as they could because God restricted them for a period of time. 
Somewhere between having his power limited by the beast’s deadly wound and 
again being chained in the bottomless pit for 1000 years, Satan is released for a 
short time to sow great destruction and his final deception. 

– This would fit the description of the beast that “was, and is not, and will ascend” 
(8). 

• (8) “out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition” 
• There are several other places in Revelation that mentions the bottomless pit (the 

abyss). Each refers to the realm of Satan and his demonic host (Luke 8:31): 
1. In Revelation 9:1–2, 11) Satan is the angel from the bottomless pit who is given a 

key to release his demonic host described as locusts. They bring a wave of disaster 
and suffering upon the earth. 
(Revelation 9:1–3; 11) 1 Then the fifth angel sounded: And I saw a star fallen from 
heaven to the earth. To him was given the key to the bottomless pit.  2 And he 
opened the bottomless pit, and smoke arose out of the pit like the smoke of a 
great furnace. So the sun and the air were darkened because of the smoke of the 
pit.  3 Then out of the smoke locusts came upon the earth. And to them was given 
power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. … 11 And they had as king over 
them the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, but in 
Greek he has the name Apollyon. 
The angel of the bottomless pit is Satan. Consider the fallen star (angel) and the 
locusts with the power of scorpions and what Jesus told the disciples: 
(Luke 10:18–20) 18 And He said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from 
heaven. 19 Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, 
and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 20 
Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather 
rejoice because your names are written in heaven.” 

2. (Revelation 11:7) Satan uses the secular government during the French Revolution 
to rise up and kill the two witnesses; the Old and New Testaments. 

3. (Revelation 20:1–3, 7) Satan will be thrown into the bottomless pit with his power 
to open it taken away. After a thousand years, he is “released from his prison” for 
a little while to gather an army to attack the city, the New Jerusalem.  

 
We have identified three beasts in Revelation: 



• The Sea Beast (13) – the beast – the Church of Rome 
• The Land Beast (13) – the false prophet – the United States 
• The Beast from the Bottomless Pit (17) – the dragon – Satan 

 
These represent the false trinity confederation that opposes God, His law, and His people.  
 
(Revelation 20:9–10) 9 They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the 
saints and the beloved city. And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them. 10 The 
devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false 
prophet are. 
 
Seven Heads 
 
(Revelation 17:9–11) 9 “Here is the mind which has wisdom: The seven heads are seven mountains 
on which the woman sits. 10 There are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, and the other has not 
yet come. And when he comes, he must continue a short time. 11 The beast that was, and is not, is 
himself also the eighth, and is of the seven, and is going to perdition. 
 
(9) “the seven heads are seven mountains” 
 
The expression “on which the woman sits” suggests that the mountains are the same as “many 
waters” from 17:1. This is a populous area where the woman rules over many peoples. The 
mountains are notable, but not the focus of the interpretation of the heads.  
 
It’s notable that Rome has been referred to as the “city on seven hills”—the hills on which the 
ancient city was built. The hills are Palatine, Capitoline, Quirinal, Viminal, Esquiline, Caelian, and 
Aventine. 
 
(10) “are seven kings” 
 
There is a general consensus among Adventist scholars that these seven kings are the world’s 
superpowers throughout history and not nations that exist at one time. [These nations in the last 
days are represented by the ten horns.]  
 
In Daniel’s vision, the four beasts are four kings: 
(Daniel 7:17) Those great beasts, which are four, are four kings which arise out of the earth. 
 
But these kings represent four kingdoms: 
(Daniel 7:23) The fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom on earth… 
 
This prophecy in Revelation 17 indicates that the kingdom that exists in John’s day—the king that 
“is”—is the Roman Empire. 
 
Here are the seven kingdoms: 



1. Egypt 
2. Assyria 
3. Babylon 
4. Medo-Persia 
5. Greece 
6. Roman Empire (John’s day) 
7. Papal Rome 

 
“At the time of John, five heads—world empires—were fallen and one existed. The existing one was 
the Roman Empire. The five preceding kingdoms start with Egypt and continue with Assyria, Babylon, 
Medo-Persia, and Greece. Although this can be deduced logically once the kingdom existing at John’s 
time is identified, there is additional information found in Revelation which points to Egypt as the 
first empire. Egypt is mentioned by name in Rev 11:8. Although this Egypt is a symbolical Egypt, 
because it is said that the Lord was crucified there, it still reminds us of the ancient empire of the 
Pharaohs. It is the earliest empire mentioned in Revelation. … Egypt as a world empire was followed 
by the Assyrians. After them the kingdoms known from Dan 2, 7, and 8 follow. The sixth head would 
be the Roman Empire and the seventh the papacy.” (Ekkehardt Mueller, The Beast of Revelation 
17—A Suggestion) 
 
(10) “when he comes, he must continue a short time” 
 
Some have questioned the interpretation that the seventh king is Papal Rome because of the length 
of time it has existed. However, Satan is described to have a “short time” following Christ’s ascension 
to heaven’s throne (12:5), which has lasted now for over a millennia.  
 
(Revelation 12:12) “Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the 
inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, 
because he knows that he has a short time.” 
 
There is a parallel between these two beasts that have a “short time.” Satan (beast in chapter 12) 
and the harlot (sea beast in chapter 13) are the primary figures during this period leading the 
opposition against Christ and persecuting His people. 
 
(11) “The beast … is himself also the eighth, and is of the seven, and is going to perdition” 
 
It flows that Satan, the beast from the bottomless pit, is the eighth king, but has always been the 
power behind the seven kingdoms throughout history.  
 
Paul tells us that the antichrist power of Papal Rome is the “son” of perdition. Like father, like son. 
 
(2 Thessalonians 2:3–4) 3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the 
falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes and 
exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of 
God, showing himself that he is God. 



 
The Ten Horns 
 
(Revelation 17:12–14) 12 “The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have received no kingdom 
as yet, but they receive authority for one hour as kings with the beast. 13 These are of one mind, and 
they will give their power and authority to the beast. 14 These will make war with the Lamb, and the 
Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are 
called, chosen, and faithful.” 
 
(12) “ten horns which you saw are ten kings” 
 
The ten horns are also ten kings, but they are the nations that “receive authority for one hour as 
kings with the beast” and “are of one mind, and they will give their power and authority to the 
beast.” The inclusion of the phrase “one hour” indicates that this a coalescing of nations at a specific 
time in the last days, not over periods of history.  
 
(14) “these will make war with the Lamb” 
 
Because they “give their power and authority to the beast,” they are allied with Satan and have 
declared war against Christ. They may not realize this is what they have done but, nonetheless, they 
chose the wrong side.  
 
NOTE: The nations of the earth will be led to perdition by the harlot, the Church of Rome. This is why 
they end up turning against her in the end once God exposes her for who she really is.  
 
The World Turns on the Beast 
 
(Revelation 17:16–18) 16 And the ten horns which you saw on the beast, these will hate the harlot, 
make her desolate and naked, eat her flesh and burn her with fire. 17 For God has put it into their 
hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one mind, and to give their kingdom to the beast, until the 
words of God are fulfilled. 18 And the woman whom you saw is that great city which reigns over the 
kings of the earth.” 
 
(16) “these will hate the harlot” 
 
The nations of the earth that gave their power to the beast, to do Satan’s bidding, will suddenly turn 
on the Roman Catholic Church. She has led them down the wide path of perdition as the self-
proclaimed leader of the world in religious matters and they realize that they have been seduced 
into thinking they were standing for God.  
 
(17) “and to give their kingdom to the beast” 
 
This is God’s doing. In various ways He will expose the Roman Catholic Church for who she really is. 
They will realize they have been deceived by her and it will be too late to change course. 



 
The passage says that God prompted these nations to give their kingdom to the beast. This is what 
happens when you reject the truth and follow the majority.  
 
(2 Thessalonians 2:8–12) 8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume 
with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 9 The coming of the 
lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with 
all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the 
truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe the lie, 12 that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness. 
 
This is what Ellen White says about how Satan musters His forces for the last great battle: 
 
(Maranatha, p. 187) What is it that gives its kingdom to this power? Protestantism, a power which 
while professing to have the temper and spirit of a lamb, and to be allied to heaven, speaks with the 
voice of a dragon. It is moved by a power from beneath. 
 
Protestantism in its apostate condition speaks like a dragon. Notice below that it is Satan who is 
calling upon the kings of the earth to unite with the great harlot. He uses them to enforce the 
decrees of Rome causing people to complete their rebellion against God and His law. He uses the 
long held belief in the immortality of the soul to join his cause and set aside the laws of the land 
meant to protect the right of conscience.  
 
(Selected Messages 3, p. 392) In the warfare to be waged in the last days there will be united, in 
opposition to God's people, all the corrupt powers that have apostatized from allegiance to the law 
of Jehovah. In this warfare the Sabbath of the fourth commandment will be the great point at issue; 
for in the Sabbath commandment the great Lawgiver identifies Himself as the Creator of the heavens 
and the earth. 
 
(Bible Commentary 7, p. 983) The angels are already girded, awaiting the mandate of God to pour 
their vials of wrath upon the world. Destroying angels are taking up the work of vengeance; for the 
Spirit of God is gradually withdrawing from the world. Satan is also mustering his forces of evil, going 
forth “unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world,” to gather them under his banner, to be 
trained for “the battle of that great day of God Almighty.” Satan is to make most powerful efforts for 
the mastery in the last great conflict. 
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 588) Through the two great errors, the immortality of the soul and 
Sunday sacredness, Satan will bring the people under his deceptions. While the former lays the 
foundation of spiritualism, the latter creates a bond of sympathy with Rome. The Protestants of the 
United States will be foremost in stretching their hands across the gulf to grasp the hand of 
spiritualism; they will reach over the abyss to clasp hands with the Roman power; and under the 
influence of this threefold union, this country will follow in the steps of Rome in trampling on the 
rights of conscience. 



 
More Reasons Why the Beast in Revelation 17 is Satan 
 

• Why shift from sea beast in chapter 13 to a harlot in chapter 17, without doing the same for 
the land beast.  

• The beast is described as being the eighth king, but also with the seven kings throughout the 
eras ruled by world superpowers. Was the United States or any other single kingdom present 
with the seven kingdoms spanning nearly four millennia? 

• Revelation depicts the judgment of the harlot in chapter 18 (before the second coming) and 
then the judgment of the beast cast back into the bottomless pit (the dragon) in chapter 20 
(after the second coming). Compare Luke 8:31 with Matthew 8:29 and note that demons did 
not want to be cast into the abyss (bottomless pit) before their time. 

• There are a few arguments in favor of the scarlet beast as a political entity. One text reveals 
that the beast and the false prophet being cast into the fire together, however, this draws 
from Revelation 13, not 17:  
(Revelation 19:20) Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked 
signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and 
those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with 
brimstone. 

 
Chapter 18 
 
Chapter 17 describes the end-time apostate religious power called “Babylon the great” (17:5) as a 
harlot seducing the ruling secular and political powers of the world with the wine of her fornication 
(17:2)—her false testimony about God, His people, and His truth. Chapter 18 continues to describe 
Babylon’s judgment, this time portraying its demise as the collapse of a rich commercial city that has 
grown wealthy through economic trade.  
 
Babylon Has Fallen 
 
Babylon’s immanent fall has been proclaimed by the remnant for year, as described in chapter 14. 
This began at the inception of the “time of the end” between 1798–1844. Now that proclamation 
grows louder and more urgent in chapter 18. 
 
(Revelation 18:1–3) 1 After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great 
authority, and the earth was illuminated with his glory. 2 And he cried mightily with a loud voice, 
saying, “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a dwelling place of demons, a prison for 
every foul spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated bird! 3 For all the nations have drunk of the 
wine of the wrath of her fornication, the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and 
the merchants of the earth have become rich through the abundance of her luxury.” 
 
(1) “another angel” 
 



As we learned previously, an angel is a messenger sent by the Lord. This angel is yet another in 
Revelation that is sent with a message to proclaim to the world. The earth is illuminated by this 
message, meaning that the angels sent before this one have not completed their work.  
 
(Selected Messages 2, p. 116) Thus the substance of the second angel's message is again given to the 
world by that other angel who lightens the earth with his glory. These messages all blend in one, to 
come before the people in the closing days of this earth's history. All the world will be tested, and all 
that have been in the darkness of error in regard to the Sabbath of the fourth commandment will 
understand the last message of mercy that is to be given to men. 
 
The loud cry is a repeating of the second angel’s message, but it includes all three angels’ messages 
since they together represent the present truth during the latter days. In the past, each angel gave 
its distinct message beginning at a specific point in history (see previous note on chapter 14). But 
when each angel gave its testimony, the previous did not cease. Instead, each built upon the former 
so that all three were being proclaimed. During the loud cry, all three are repeated. 
 
(The Review and Herald, October 31,  1899) The first and second angels’ messages are united and 
made complete in the third. … The first, second, and third angels’ messages are to be repeated. The 
call is to be given to the church: “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of 
devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. …  
     Many who went forth to meet the Bridegroom under the messages of the first and second angels, 
refused the third, the last testing message to be given to the world, and a similar position will be 
taken when the last call is made. 
 
(1) “illuminated with his glory”  
 
This message is seen as glorious and is received by a much larger number of people than experienced 
during the first proclamation of the three angels’ messages. 
 
(2 Corinthians 4:6, ESV) For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 
When the earth is illuminated with glory, it is the glory of the character of God as seen in Jesus. The 
remnant reveal God’s character in all that they do. They not only preach and teach, they show the 
love of God in their actions by selflessly caring for others. 
 
(2) “cried mightily” 
 
The message in this voice from Heaven through God’s remnant is the Loud Cry. 
 
The message we have proclaimed to date will grow louder than ever before. It is the latter rain that 
causes the loud cry of the third angel’s message to be proclaimed with power. It is God who finishes 
the work through His people. We cannot accomplish it in our own power.  
 



(The Acts of the Apostles, p. 55) Near the close of earth's harvest, a special bestowal of spiritual 
grace is promised to prepare the church for the coming of the Son of man. This outpouring of the 
Spirit is likened to the falling of the latter rain. 
 
(Early Writings, p. 86) At that time the “latter rain,” or refreshing from the presence of the Lord, will 
come, to give power to the loud voice of the third angel, and prepare the saints to stand in the 
period when the seven last plagues shall be poured out. 
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 611) The work will be similar to that of the Day of Pentecost. As the 
“former rain” was given, in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at the opening of the gospel, to cause 
the upspringing of the precious seed, so the “latter rain” will be given at its close for the ripening of 
the harvest. 
 
(Manuscript Releases 10, p. 314) The present truth for this time comprises the messages, the third 
angel's message succeeding the first and second. The presentation of this message with all it 
embraces is our work. We stand as the remnant people in these last days to promulgate the truth 
and swell the cry of the third angel's wonderful distinct message, giving the trumpet a certain sound. 
Eternal truth, which we have adhered to from the beginning, is to be maintained in all its increasing 
importance to the close of probation. The trumpet is to give no uncertain sound. We must devise 
and plan wisely, practicing simplicity and the strictest economy and manifesting Christ's likeness of 
character. Faith, eternal faith in the past and in the present truth is to be talked, is to be prayed, is to 
be presented with pen and voice.   
     The third angel's message in its clear, definite terms is to be made the prominent warning. All that 
it comprehends is to be made intelligible to the reasoning minds of today. While we bind ourselves 
to the development of the truth in the past angels’ messages, we are announcing the message of the 
third angel and of the other angel that follows the third, the second time proclaiming the fall of 
Babylon.   
     … This message is to come to the churches. We are to consider the best plans for accomplishing 
this. The message must be so presented as to command the attention of reasoning minds.  
 
The message is clear and definite. It is urgent for the time and must be proclaimed with clear 
testimony given about the harlot and her work of deception. It also will point to the great deceiver, 
who is personating Christ’s return.  
 
The loud cry is encompasses all the present truths of this time. God is to be revealed in His true 
character and Satan and his lies are to be exposed in its vast plan to bring about the demise of the 
human race. This is a system of lies that will be completely unmasked during the loud cry.  
 
There are other aspects of the loud cry that are part of the overall message. Ellen White spoke of 
these as limbs of the body. For example, the health message is the right arm of the gospel.  
 
(Testimonies 1, p. 486) The health reform, I was shown, is a part of the third angel's message, and is 
just as closely connected with it as are the arm and hand with the human body. I saw that we as a 
people must make an advance move in this great work. Ministers and people must act in concert. 



God's people are not prepared for the loud cry of the third angel. They have a work to do for 
themselves which they should not leave for God to do for them. 
 
(2) “Babylon the great is fallen” 
 
This time Babylon has fallen completely, for it “has become a dwelling place of demons…” Everyone 
who chooses to remain connected with or allied to her (the harlot) will be destroyed along with her. 
 
(1 Timothy 4:1) Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, 
giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons. 
 
“Come Out of Her” 
 
(Revelation 18:4–5) And I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest 
you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues. 5 For her sins have reached to heaven, 
and God has remembered her iniquities. 
 
This time a voice is heard from heaven. It is a voice that God’s people will hear and respond to. 
 
(4) “Come out of her, My people” 
 
It has always been God’s plan to unite His people. It was not by His design to have multiple 
denominations, but that all would unite under His banner of truth.  
 
(Micah 4:1–2) 1 Now it shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established on the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and peoples 
shall flow to it. 2 Many nations shall come and say, “Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.” For 
out of Zion the law shall go forth, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  
 
Jesus spoke with His disciples about His plan and how they were going to play a part in it: 
(John 10:16, 26–27) “And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and 
they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.” … 26 “But you do not believe, 
because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you. 27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and 
they follow Me.” 
 
The voice from heaven is a last call to unite with God’s family in the truth. They must separate from 
Babylon. Holiness is separation. Only people who separate from evil and allow the Lord to transform 
them are considered holy and blameless, can be citizens of heaven.  
 
(1 Thessalonians 3:12–13) 12 And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another 
and to all, just as we do to you, 13 so that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before 
our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.  
 



Today there are many of God’s people still in Babylon. They hear God’s voice and are drawn to His 
truth. But when the loud cry happens, the remaining saints will leave immediately. Nothing will hold 
them back because they know that to remain is to perish with Babylon.  
 
(Christian Experience and Teachings, p. 177) I heard those clothed with the armor speak forth the 
truth with great power. It had effect. Many had been bound; some wives by their husbands, and 
some children by their parents. The honest who had been prevented from hearing the truth now 
eagerly laid hold upon it. All fear of their relatives was gone, and the truth alone was exalted to 
them. They had been hungering and thirsting for truth; it was dearer and more precious than life. I 
asked what had made this great change. An angel answered, “It is the latter rain, the refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord, the loud cry of the third angel.” 
 
(Early Writings, p. 261) I saw that God has honest children among the nominal Adventists and the 
fallen churches, and before the plagues shall be poured out, ministers and people will be called out 
from these churches and will gladly receive the truth. Satan knows this; and before the loud cry of 
the third angel is given, he raises an excitement in these religious bodies, that those who have 
rejected the truth may think that God is with them. He hopes to deceive the honest and lead them to 
think that God is still working for the churches. But the light will shine, and all who are honest will 
leave the fallen churches, and take their stand with the remnant. 
 
(5) “God has remembered her iniquities” 
 
Whenever the Bible says that God remembers iniquity, He has decided to bring the people under 
judgment. For Babylon, this is retributive judgment for her unrepented sins spanning nearly 1500 
years. She has been judged and condemned before God’s tribunal.  
 
(Psalm 109:14–15) Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered before the Lord, and let not the sin 
of his mother be blotted out. 15 Let them be continually before the Lord, that He may cut off the 
memory of them from the earth. 
 
Message to the Laodicean Church 
 
Before the latter rain is poured out, a message will be proclaimed to the Laodicean church. The 
remnant must separate itself from all that is unholy to stand blameless before God, ready to take the 
last message of mercy to the world.  
 
The Laodicean message is Revelation 3:14–22. 
 
The message to the Laodiceans is an Elijah message and a John the Baptist message. It is associated 
with the content of their message and its timing.  
 
Elijah the Prophet 
 
Elijah called the people to make a choice: 



(1 Kings 18:21) And Elijah came to all the people, and said, “How long will you falter between two 
opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.”  
 
His message resulted in revival and repentance at a time of great wickedness in Israel. 
 
The Bible describes the message in the last days as coming from “Elijah the prophet”: 
(Malachi 4:5–6) “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the LORD. 6 And he will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts 
of the children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the earth with a curse.” 
 
Elijah will not return to earth literally. It is a message given in the “spirit” of Elijah. Its purpose is not 
only merely to repair relationships between fathers and children, but between God the Father and 
His children.  
 
“A literal reading of [Malachi 4:6] is possible, but the context suggests the need of the new 
generation to be as faithful to God’s law and covenant as were their faithful forefathers. Elijah was to 
prepare God’s people for the coming of the Lord by calling them to return to the faith of their 
fathers.” (Angel Rodriguez, Adventist World, March 2016)  
 
God’s people will fully consecrate themselves to the faith and teachings of the Bible—a distinct 
message given to the remnant church, present truth in the last days. 
 
This warning to the church is intended to prepare God’s remnant people proclaim the loud cry. It is 
an uncomfortable message that is designed to wake us to our true condition and open the door of 
our hearts to Christ. Those who respond to this message receive the latter rain and are sealed for a 
work that is done during the final crisis.   
 
Part of this last day message is a return to righteousness by faith, whereby God’s people embrace 
God’s work of justification and sanctification in their lives. This message is in stark contrast to a false 
revival taking place throughout the Christian world. 
 
John the Baptist 
 
How is it also a John the Baptist message? 
 
Notice what an angel said to Zacharias (father) about the mission of John the Baptist (son): 
(Luke 1:15–17) 15 For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong 
drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 16 And he will turn 
many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 He will also go before Him in the spirit and 
power of Elijah, “to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,” and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. 
 
Jesus referred to John the Baptist as a manifestation of Elijah the prophet. His baptism was one of 
repentance in preparation for the coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ.  



 
(Matthew 3:1–2) In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 and 
saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”  
 
God is love. He always has our best interest at heart, and everything He does comes from a heart of 
love.  
 
The Laodicean Message 
 
[Encourage everyone to read Revelation 3:14–21 before this section.] 
 
The seven churches are Christ’s message to each era. 
 
Ellen White had much to say about the message given to God’s last day church. She refers to it as the 
Laodicean Message or the Message to the Laodiceans. I’ve already shared some of her statements in 
the notes under chapter 3, but here are some additional quotations specifically related to the work 
in God’s people before the latter rain is poured out and the loud cry is given to the world.  
 
(Testimonies 3, p. 257) Ministers who are preaching present truth should not neglect the solemn 
message to the Laodiceans. The testimony of the True Witness is not a smooth message. The Lord 
does not say to them, You are about right; you have borne chastisement and reproof that you never 
deserved; you have been unnecessarily discouraged by severity; you are not guilty of the wrongs and 
sins for which you have been reproved. 
     The True Witness declares that when you suppose you are really in a good condition of prosperity, 
you are in need of everything. … Because Christ bears this rebuking testimony, shall we suppose that 
he is destitute of tender love to his people?—O, no! He who died to redeem man from death, loves 
with a divine love, and those whom he loves he rebukes.  
 
While we are admonished to preach the truth, this must be balanced with our love and care for 
people as exemplified in the life of Jesus. Without the transforming love of God in our heart, the 
closing message of the everlasting gospel will come across as harsh and unappealing. 
 
The same goes for the message to the Laodicean church. It is a message that pours from a heart of 
love and compassion for members of the body of Christ. 
 
This message described by Ezekiel is given in love for God’s people: 
(Ezekiel 9:3–4) 3 Now the glory of the God of Israel had gone up from the cherub, where it had been, 
to the threshold of the temple. And He called to the man clothed with linen, who had the writer’s 
inkhorn at his side; 4 and the Lord said to him, “Go through the midst of the city, through the midst 
of Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and cry over all the 
abominations that are done within it.” 
 



Those who “sigh and cry over the abominations” committed by God’s people have had their heart 
torn by the thought that their sins are keeping them distant from Jesus and may lose heaven as a 
result.  
 
(Testimonies 1, p. 248) Those who engage in the solemn work of bearing the third angel’s message 
must move out decidedly, and in the Spirit and power of God fearlessly preach the truth and let it 
cut. They should elevate the standard of truth and urge the people to come up to it. It has too 
frequently been lowered to meet the people in their condition of darkness and sin. It is the pointed 
testimony that will bring them up to decide. A peaceful testimony will not do this. The people have 
the privilege of listening to this kind of teaching from popular pulpits; but those servants to whom 
God has entrusted the solemn, fearful message which is to bring out and fit up a people for the 
coming of Christ should bear a plain, pointed testimony.  
 
The message God has for His people is not popular. The popular message is a smooth one that is 
sought after by nominal Christians. No one wants to hear they are sinful and need to repent.  
 
(2 Timothy 4:3–4) For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to 
their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and 
they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 
 
We also cannot dismiss the reality that this message comes to the church during the antitypical Day 
of Atonement. The Day of Atonement was a time to put away all known sin and to live holy and 
blameless before God.this is the cleansing work the Lord seeks to do in His people before Christ 
returns.  
 
(Leviticus 16:29–30) 29 “This shall be a statute forever for you: In the seventh month, on the tenth 
day of the month, you shall afflict your souls, and do no work at all, whether a native of your own 
country or a stranger who dwells among you. 30 For on that day the priest shall make atonement for 
you, to cleanse you, that you may be clean from all your sins before the Lord.  
 
The message to the Laodiceans is not a sad one. It is full of love, hope, and encouragement for all 
who participate in the cleansing work of Jesus. He is asking us today to yield to the grace of God by 
laying aside all sin and walking in the light we have been given. If the Holy Spirit is already working in 
your life, He will prepare you to receive the latter rain.  
 
(Maranatha, p. 219) There must be no neglect of the grace represented by the former rain. Only 
those who are living up to the light they have will receive greater light. Unless we are daily advancing 
in the exemplification of the active Christian virtues, we shall not recognize the manifestations of the 
Holy Spirit in the latter rain. It may be falling on hearts all around us, but we shall not discern or 
receive it. 
 
NOTE: The latter rain is not only the Holy Spirit, but the grace of God falling upon His people.  
 



(2 Corinthians 6:16–7:1) And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the 
temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them and walk among them. I will be their 
God, and they shall be My people.” 17 Therefore “Come out from among them and be separate, says 
the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you.” 18 “I will be a Father to you, and you 
shall be My sons and daughters, says the LORD Almighty.” 1 Therefore, having these promises, 
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the 
fear of God. 
 
Cleansing is a completion of God’s sanctifying work in His people. Our cooperation in this work is to 
deny self and sinful pleasures of this world, which must occur if holiness is to be restored. This 
happens “in the fear of God”—meaning that we not only love Him, but recognize that without this 
work we stand before a holy God for judgment and condemnation.  
 
(Romans 11:22) Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; 
but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off. 
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 464) Before the final visitation of God's judgments upon the earth there 
will be among the people of the Lord such a revival of primitive godliness as has not been witnessed 
since apostolic times. The Spirit and power of God will be poured out upon His children. 
 
(Titus 2:11–14) For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us 
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the 
present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for 
Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 
 
It is the grace of God that teaches and empowers us in righteousness. We surrender our sinfulness to 
God and He, in return, purifies our heart. This is a cooperative effort of submission and surrender 
(us) and divine sanctifying power (God).  
 
(In Heavenly Places, p. 27) The Spirit of God does not propose to do our part, either in the willing or 
the doing. … As soon as we incline our will to harmonize with God’s will, the grace of Christ stands 
ready to cooperate with the human agent; but it will not be the substitute to do our work 
independent of our resolving and decidedly acting. Therefore it is not the abundance of light, and 
evidence piled upon evidence, that will convert the soul. It is only the human agent accepting the 
light, arousing the energies of the will, realizing and acknowledging that which he knows is 
righteousness and truth, and thus cooperating with the heavenly ministrations appointed of God in 
the saving of the soul. 
 
(Selected Messages 1, p. 12) A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and most urgent of 
all our needs. To seek this should be our first work. There must be earnest effort to obtain the 
blessing of the Lord, not because God is not willing to bestow His blessing upon us, but because we 
are unprepared to receive it. Our heavenly Father is more willing to give His Holy Spirit to them that 
ask Him, than are earthly parents to give good gifts to their children. But it is our work, by 



confession, humiliation, repentance, and earnest prayer, to fulfill the conditions upon which God has 
promised to grant us His blessing. A revival need be expected only in answer to prayer.  
 
(Testimonies 4, p. 611) Many never attain to the position which they might occupy, because they 
wait for God to do for them that which He has given them power to do for themselves. All who are 
fitted for usefulness in this life must be trained by the severest mental and moral discipline, and then 
God will assist them by combining divine power with human effort. 
 
Opening the door to Jesus (Rev 3:20) is the equivalent to yielding the mind and heart to the Holy 
Spirit’s work of conversion. The idea here is submission to God; letting Him have His way instead of 
our own.  
 
Laodicea has an issue with pride. James admonishes us to humble ourselves before God in our 
ongoing struggle against the devil so that He can lift us up and away from all wickedness.  
 
(James 4:5–10) Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells in us yearns 
jealously”? 6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists the proud, but gives grace to 
the humble.” 7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to 
God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your 
joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. 
 
(Testimonies 1, p. 260) I was shown God’s people waiting for some change to take place—a 
compelling power to take hold of them. But they will be disappointed, for they are wrong. They must 
act, they must take hold of the work themselves and earnestly cry to God for a true knowledge of 
themselves. The scenes which are passing before us are of sufficient magnitude to cause us to arouse 
and urge the truth home to the hearts of all who will listen. The harvest of the earth is nearly ripe. 
 
(Testimonies 1, p. 618) God requires His people to cleanse themselves from all filthiness of the flesh 
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord. All those who are indifferent and excuse 
themselves from this work, waiting for the Lord to do for them that which He requires them to do for 
themselves, will be found wanting when the meek of the earth, who have wrought His judgments, 
are hid in the day of the Lord’s anger.  
     I was shown that if God’s people make no efforts on their part, but wait for the refreshing to come 
upon them and remove their wrongs and correct their errors; if they depend upon that to cleanse 
them from filthiness of the flesh and spirit, and fit them to engage in the loud cry of the third angel, 
they will be found wanting. The refreshing or power of God comes only on those who have prepared 
themselves for it by doing the work which God bids them, namely, cleansing themselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 
 
The message to the Laodiceans is God’s wake-up call to the church. In Christ’s parable in Matthew 
25, the church is asleep. Half are described as not having the fullness of the Holy Spirit to sustain 
them in their gospel work in the final days before Christ’s appearing. Now is the time to open the 



door to Christ and allow Him to cleanse us. When this work is complete, and God’s people are 
sealed, they will give the loud cry of the everlasting gospel to the world and probation will close. 
 
Judgment Against Babylon 
 
This section begins the description of the judgment that God brings upon Babylon and her allies. 
 
(Revelation 18:6–8) 6 Render to her just as she rendered to you, and repay her double according to 
her works; in the cup which she has mixed, mix double for her.  7 In the measure that she glorified 
herself and lived luxuriously, in the same measure give her torment and sorrow; for she says in her 
heart, ‘I sit as queen, and am no widow, and will not see sorrow.’  8 Therefore her plagues will come 
in one day—death and mourning and famine. And she will be utterly burned with fire, for strong is 
the Lord God who judges her.  
 
(7) “I sit as queen, and am no widow” 
 
Much of this is taken directly from Isaiah’s judgment against Babylon, the kingdom of the Chaldeans. 
The spiritual fulfillment occurs in the last days when judgment comes upon Babylon: 
 
(Isaiah 47:5–15) 5 “Sit in silence, and go into darkness, O daughter of the Chaldeans; For you shall no 
longer be called The Lady of Kingdoms. 6 I was angry with My people; I have profaned My 
inheritance, And given them into your hand. You showed them no mercy; On the elderly you laid 
your yoke very heavily. 7 And you said, ‘I shall be a lady forever,’ So that you did not take these things 
to heart, Nor remember the latter end of them. 8 “Therefore hear this now, you who are given to 
pleasures, Who dwell securely, Who say in your heart, ‘I am, and there is no one else besides me; I 
shall not sit as a widow, Nor shall I know the loss of children’; 9 But these two things shall come to 
you In a moment, in one day: The loss of children, and widowhood. They shall come upon you in 
their fullness Because of the multitude of your sorceries, For the great abundance of your 
enchantments. 10 “For you have trusted in your wickedness; You have said, ‘No one sees me’; Your 
wisdom and your knowledge have warped you; And you have said in your heart, ‘I am, and there is 
no one else besides me.’ 11 Therefore evil shall come upon you; You shall not know from where it 
arises. And trouble shall fall upon you; You will not be able to put it off. And desolation shall come 
upon you suddenly, Which you shall not know. 12 “Stand now with your enchantments And the 
multitude of your sorceries, In which you have labored from your youth—Perhaps you will be able to 
profit, Perhaps you will prevail. 13 You are wearied in the multitude of your counsels; Let now the 
astrologers, the stargazers, And the monthly prognosticators Stand up and save you From what shall 
come upon you. 14 Behold, they shall be as stubble, The fire shall burn them; They shall not deliver 
themselves From the power of the flame; It shall not be a coal to be warmed by, Nor a fire to sit 
before! 15 Thus shall they be to you With whom you have labored, Your merchants from your youth; 
They shall wander each one to his quarter. No one shall save you. 
 
(6) “repay her double according to her works” 
 



This is the fulfillment of the prophecy that those who commit evil against their fellow men will face 
judgment. 
 
(Revelation 13:9–10) 9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear. 10 He who leads into captivity shall go into 
captivity; he who kills with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the 
faith of the saints. 
 
(8) “her plagues will come in one day” 
 
The plagues that come against Babylon in “one day” is the “death, mourning and famine” that result 
from the seven last plagues described in chapter 16.  
 
“In One Hour” 
 
(Revelation 18:9–10) 9 “The kings of the earth who committed fornication and lived luxuriously with 
her will weep and lament for her, when they see the smoke of her burning, 10 standing at a distance 
for fear of her torment, saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! For in one hour 
your judgment has come.’ 
 
(9) “kings of the earth … weep and lament for her” 
 
There is a sudden realization that the religious system the world’s nations had once fully supported is 
instead corrupt. They stand on the wrong side of the battle between good and evil.  
 
(10) “standing at a distance for fear of her torment” 
 
I can think of no terror worse than finding out that you have been deceived and are now being 
judged by the King of the universe. The nation’s leaders and citizens of the world stand back hoping 
to distance themselves from the judgment that has come upon her, but it’s too late. They have 
received her mark and will also be judged.  
 
(10) “one hour your judgment has come” 
 
This is an announcement of unexpected judgment.  
 
Just as Christ comes suddenly, so the judgment of Babylon comes suddenly:  
(1 Thessalonians 5:3) For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction comes upon 
them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. 
 
It is not a prophetic hour, but sudden judgment against Babylon.  
 
The Merchants of the Earth 
 



(Revelation 18:11–19) 11 “And the merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her, for no one 
buys their merchandise anymore:  12 merchandise of gold and silver, precious stones and pearls, fine 
linen and purple, silk and scarlet, every kind of citron wood, every kind of object of ivory, every kind 
of object of most precious wood, bronze, iron, and marble; 13 and cinnamon and incense, fragrant oil 
and frankincense, wine and oil, fine flour and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and 
bodies and souls of men. 14 The fruit that your soul longed for has gone from you, and all the things 
which are rich and splendid have gone from you, and you shall find them no more at all. 15 The 
merchants of these things, who became rich by her, will stand at a distance for fear of her torment, 
weeping and wailing, 16 and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city that was clothed in fine linen, purple, 
and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls! 17 For in one hour such great 
riches came to nothing.’ Every shipmaster, all who travel by ship, sailors, and as many as trade on the 
sea, stood at a distance 18 and cried out when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, ‘What is 
like this great city?’ 19 “They threw dust on their heads and cried out, weeping and wailing, and 
saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city, in which all who had ships on the sea became rich by her wealth! 
For in one hour she is made desolate.’ 
 
The eventual complete fall of Babylon is described in the context of a system of trade. Babylon’s 
trade is in lies and deception. A city that gains power through economic trade was a common theme 
in the Old Testament. Ezekiel’s description of the City of Tyre is the foundation for John’s portrayal of 
Babylon’s fall. 
 
(Ezekiel 27:33–36) 33 ‘When your wares went out by sea, you satisfied many people; you enriched the 
kings of the earth with your many luxury goods and your merchandise. 34 But you are broken by the 
seas in the depths of the waters; your merchandise and the entire company will fall in your midst. 35 
All the inhabitants of the isles will be astonished at you; their kings will be greatly afraid, and their 
countenance will be troubled. 36 The merchants among the peoples will hiss at you; you will become 
a horror, and be no more forever.’” 
 
While there is a fulfillment of this prophecy shortly after that time, it is replete with figurative 
references to the last days. There is coming a time soon when the seductive practices of the 
confederacy between the Roman Catholic Church with her daughters of Apostate Protestantism and 
state powers throughout the world will come to naught. They will be seen for what they really are, a 
fully grown false religious system established by Satan to oppose God, His people, and His truth. 
 
(11) “merchants of the earth” 
 
These are figurative merchants, which fits with the highly symbolic language of Revelation. They 
represent people and entities that have sold the spiritual merchandise of Babylon.  
 
This includes anyone who supported the system of Babylon, both those who believed her doctrines 
and the civil leaders and government of the nations of the earth.  
 



NOTE: This is after the close of probation. Now no one will buy the merchandise. The people of the 
earth see Babylon for what it is—a false religious system used by Satan to deceive them. They are 
lost because of it.  
 
(12) “merchandise” 
 
This merchandise is previously symbolized by the wine of the great harlot, “that made all the earth 
drunk” (Jer 51:7). This is her false doctrines proliferated by apostate Protestantism and policies 
adopted by the nations of the earth, which caused the persecution of God’s people (see previous 
notes). 
 
God’s Vengeance 
 
(Revelation 18:20) “Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apostles and prophets, for God has 
avenged you on her!” 
 
(20) “rejoice” 
 
This is an echo of the prophecy in Jeremiah: 
(Jeremiah 51:47–48) 47 Therefore behold, the days are coming that I will bring judgment on the 
carved images of Babylon; her whole land shall be ashamed, and all her slain shall fall in her midst. 48 
Then the heavens and the earth and all that is in them shall sing joyously over Babylon; for the 
plunderers shall come to her from the north,” says the Lord. 
 
[The fulfillment of these passage is described in more detail in the next chapter (19).] 
 
(20) “God has avenged you” 
 
It is important to understand God’s vengeance in the context of “avenging” His people. There is a 
purpose to God’s judgment against the wicked. Not only is it an offense to God, but it is destructive 
to the people He loves. The persecution of God’s people is something He promised to avenge. 
 
(Revelation 6:9–11) 9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had 
been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. 10 And they cried with a loud 
voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who 
dwell on the earth?”  11 Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that 
they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their 
brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed. 
 
Throughout history, there have been many people who believed that judgment would never come, 
that God would never holy them personally accountable for their rebellion against the government 
of God and crimes against His people. They are mistaken.  
 
Speaking about those who do not receive the seal of God, the prophet Ezekiel heard these word: 



(Ezekiel 9:9) Then He said to me, “The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is exceedingly great, 
and the land is full of bloodshed, and the city full of perversity; for they say, ‘The LORD has forsaken 
the land, and the LORD does not see!’ 10 And as for Me also, My eye will neither spare, nor will I have 
pity, but I will recompense their deeds on their own head.” 
 
Finality of Babylon’s Fall 
 
(Revelation 18:21–24) 21 Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into 
the sea, saying, “Thus with violence the great city Babylon shall be thrown down, and shall not be 
found anymore. 22 The sound of harpists, musicians, flutists, and trumpeters shall not be heard in you 
anymore. No craftsman of any craft shall be found in you anymore, and the sound of a millstone shall 
not be heard in you anymore. 23 The light of a lamp shall not shine in you anymore, and the voice of 
bridegroom and bride shall not be heard in you anymore. For your merchants were the great men of 
the earth, for by your sorcery all the nations were deceived. 24 And in her was found the blood of 
prophets and saints, and of all who were slain on the earth.” 
 
This is the end of Babylon. It’s a description of the complete demise of the antichrist religious system 
of Roman Catholicism and those that supported her, namely apostate Protestantism.  
 
(22-23) “shall not be heard in you anymore” 
 
Although Roman Catholicism is a false religious system, aka antichrist, it also has as members of the 
church many faithful followers of Christ. Whatever their background or trade, they no longer reside 
in Babylon. Their voice, and Jesus who spoke through them, has “come out” in response to the loud 
cry of the Bridegroom to join the remnant in awaiting His return.  
 
This announcement of Babylon’s complete fall is a wake-up call to God’s people to break off any 
personal connection with any system of error that is not in line with the truths of the gospel. 
 
(23) “all the nations were deceived” 
 
The nations that supported this false religious system were deceived into doing so. The governing 
secular and political powers of the world have withdrawn all support after realizing they were duped.  
 
(24) “in her was found the blood of prophets and saints” 
 
Over the 1260 years of oppressive rule through kings and princes, and during the early time of 
trouble, it was Babylon who led the persecution and martyring of the saints.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


