
The Book of Revelation 
Chapters 19–20 
 
Chapter 19 
 
Revelation 19 is mostly known for its depiction of the second coming of Jesus. But before it we find a 
great celebration with praise to God who judged her. This is an interlude between the final judgment 
of Babylon and the second coming of Jesus. 
 
(Revelation 19:1–5) 1 After these things I heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, 
“Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to the Lord our God! 2 For true and 
righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the great harlot who corrupted the earth with 
her fornication; and He has avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her.” 3 Again they said, 
“Alleluia! Her smoke rises up forever and ever!” 4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living 
creatures fell down and worshiped God who sat on the throne, saying, “Amen! Alleluia!” 5 Then a 
voice came from the throne, saying, “Praise our God, all you His servants and those who fear Him, 
both small and great!” 
 
(1) “great multitude in heaven, saying, Alleluia!”  
 
In Revelation 18:20 there was a call to rejoice over Babylon’s demise. Now in chapter 19 we find a 
great multitude praising God for avenging His saints (see notes under 18:20). 
 
EGW describes the special resurrection before the second coming: 
(The Great Controversy, p. 636) It is at midnight that God manifests His power for the deliverance of 
His people. The sun appears, shining in its strength. Signs and wonders follow in quick succession. 
The wicked look with terror and amazement upon the scene, while the righteous behold with solemn 
joy the tokens of their deliverance. Everything in nature seems turned out of its course. The streams 
cease to flow. Dark, heavy clouds come up, and clash against each other. In the midst of the angry 
heavens is one clear space of indescribable glory, whence comes the voice of God like the sound of 
many waters, saying, “It is done.” … 
     The voice of God is heard from heaven, declaring the day and hour of Jesus’ coming, and 
delivering the everlasting covenant to His people. And when the blessing is pronounced on those 
who have honored God by keeping His Sabbath holy, there is a mighty shout of victory. 
 
(4) “twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God” 
 
In previous notes on the twenty-four elders, we learned that they are angels who represent other 
worlds. Therefore, this describes the universal impact of the end of the great controversy between 
good and evil, Christ and Satan.  
 
Two Suppers 
 



In chapter 19, there is a description of two suppers. One supper is for the saints and the other supper 
for the wicked. The invitation to the first is in verse seven; with the invitation to the second in verse 
17. In between the two is the description of the second coming of Jesus. 
 
(Revelation 19:6–9) 6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many 
waters and as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent 
reigns! 7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and 
His wife has made herself ready.” 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and 
bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 9 Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are 
those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’” And he said to me, “These are the true 
sayings of God.” 
 
(6) “the Lord God Omnipotent reigns!” 
 
This is a celebration of the marriage between Jesus and His kingdom. He now “reigns” from the 
throne of heaven.  
 
(7) “the marriage of the Lamb has come…” 
 
The marriage supper is best understood in the context of a Hebrew wedding ceremony.  
 
“The Hebrew wedding usually began with the betrothal at the house of the bride’s father, where the 
groom paid the dowry. The two were, afterwards, considered husband and wife. The groom then 
returned to his father’s house to prepare the place where he and his bride would live. During that 
time, the bride stayed at her father’s home preparing herself for the wedding. When both the place 
and the bride were ready, the bridegroom would return to take the bride to his father’s house where 
the wedding ceremony was to take place.” (Ranko Stefanovic, Revelation of Jesus Christ: 
Commentary on the Book of Revelation) 
 
(7) “His wife has made herself ready” 
 
The bride of Christ is described in the Bible as God’s people (Isa 54:5; Jer 3:14) and a city (Rev 21:2). 
One word used to blend the two is Zion. God’s people who make up the church are “marching 
upward to Zion, the beautiful city of God,” but they are so intimately tied to Zion that they are called 
“inhabitants” while living here on earth (Isa 12:6). So, while the New Jerusalem is the bride of Christ, 
it bears that name because it is the mother of God’s people, His church (Gal 4:26). This is also an 
example in the Bible of “the already, but not yet.” The New Jerusalem is already the bride of Christ 
because its inhabitants are guaranteed to live there.  
 
Furthermore, the city of the wicked is “Babylon.” They cannot inhabit the city of God’s people, the 
New Jerusalem. While “Babylon is fallen,” the New Jerusalem is elevated, residing in heaven as the 
bride of Christ. 
 
(8) “the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints” 



 
The bride is made ready by Christ’s righteousness, symbolized by the fine linen they wear. Christ has 
worked through their lives—their “righteous acts”—in harmony with the requirements of the laws of 
God. He transformed them by writing His law in their minds and hearts and then used them for His 
glory by preaching the everlasting gospel to the world.  
 
They attended the wedding ceremony in heaven by faith in Christ while living on earth. Now they are 
physically prepared to enter the New Jerusalem.  
 
(9) “the true sayings of God” 
 
God’s sayings are promises to His. This is likely a reference to the Faithful and True Witness to the 
church of Laodicea (3:14). 
 
The Testimony of Jesus 
 
(Revelation 19:10) 10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “See that you do not do 
that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! 
For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 
 
(10) “Worship God!” 
 
The command to worship God harkens back to the first angel’s message (14:7).  
 
(10) “the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” 
 
The testimony of Jesus is the message He sends to His people on earth. It is the “the Spirit who 
speaks through the prophets” (Richard Bauckham). God’s prophets are the agents of God’s 
revelation” (Ranko Stefanovic).  
 
When the angel said that he was among those who have the testimony of Jesus, he was saying that 
he was among those who declare this testimony.  
 
The phrase is mentioned once before in chapter 12:17: 
(Revelation 12:17) And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the 
rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 
 
John does not consider himself to be the last of the prophets, but indicated that the gift of prophecy 
would continue in the church to the end of the Christian age.  
 
“God’s end-time remnant is characterized by a special possession of the testimony of Jesus given 
through those who have been called by God to be his prophets. In the end, the church will once 
more be in possession of the prophetic ministry as it was in the time of John.” (Ranko Stefanovic) 
 



(Joel 2:28–29) 28 “And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see 
visions. 29 And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those 
days. 
 
Revelation tells us that God’s “servants the prophets” bear a message to the church and the world in 
the last days (10:7; 11:18).  
 
(Revelation 22:6) Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and true.” And the Lord God of the 
holy prophets sent His angel to show His servants the things which must shortly take place. 
 
NOTE: Ellen White manifested the “spirit of prophecy” in her ministry.  
 
The Second Coming  
 
The next section of the chapter is a depiction of the second coming of Jesus. It is one of the most 
powerful passages in all of Scripture, especially for today when we are so close to this world-ending 
event.  
 
Babylon was judged in Revelation 18 and this next section in chapter 19 completes the scene. 
 
(Revelation 19:11–16) 11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on 
him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were 
like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew 
except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of 
God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white 
horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He 
Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and 
wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS 
AND LORD OF LORDS.  
 
(11) “white horse”  
 
The white horse is symbolic of a great warrior riding in victory over the land He has conquered.  
 
(11) “He who sat on him was called Faithful and True” 
 
This is Christ is called the “Faithful and True” in the beginning lines of the message to the church of 
Laodicea. This scene is the culmination of the hope of all who received that letter, embraced it, and 
followed Jesus wherever He led them.  
 
(11) “in righteousness He judges and makes war” 
 
Jesus comes as judge of the earth, which was given to Him by the Father: 



(John 5:22) For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son. 
 
This passage is the final battle of the war. Although Christ is pictured as riding a horse in victory, the 
scene is giving us a picture of the last battle to put down His enemies. Victory is guaranteed! 
 
(12) “eyes were like a flame of fire” 
 
The Lord has the ability to judge. His eyes as a flame of fire depicting penetrating eyesight with the 
ability to read every mind and heart.  
 
(12) “on His head were many crowns” 
 
Jesus will wear multiple crowns because He has achieved victory over the nations of the world.  
 
(1 Corinthians 15:24) Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when 
He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. 
 
(12) “a name written that no one knew” 
 
A name represents the character. Jesus comes in the full holiness of God with complete perfection. 
All will finally see His name when they look up and behold Him coming in the clouds of “glory.”  
 
(1 John 3:2) Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, 
but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 
 
His name was in writing as were the Ten Commandments written by the finger of God. In the 
meeting on Mt Sinai between the Lord and Moses, Jesus proclaimed His name: 
(Exodus 34:5–7) 5 Now the Lord descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed 
the name of the Lord. 6 And the Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, 7 keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the children’s children to the third and the fourth 
generation.” 
 
The knowledge here is experiential. No one knew His name because He is the source of holiness. We 
can only receive righteousness from Him, not having it an innate part of our being.  
 
(13) “a robe dipped in blood” 
 
The blood on Christ’s garment seems to be a witness to the salvation that only He along can bring.  
 
Speaking about His punishment of Edom for their wickedness, Isaiah says: 
(Isaiah 63:1–3) 1 Who is this who comes from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah, this One who 
is glorious in His apparel, traveling in the greatness of His strength?—“I who speak in righteousness, 



mighty to save.” 2 Why is Your apparel red, and Your garments like one who treads in the winepress? 
3 “I have trodden the winepress alone, and from the peoples no one was with Me. For I have trodden 
them in My anger, and trampled them in My fury; their blood is sprinkled upon My garments, and I 
have stained all My robes.” 
 
(13) “His name is called The Word of God” 
 
This is a clear allusion to John’s gospel account of Christ: 
(John 1:1, 14) 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
… 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
The book of Revelation is the “testimony of Jesus Christ” (1:2, 9). In the second coming, He is the 
living manifestation of that word which has appeared in fulfillment of that testimony. 
 
(14) “armies in heaven” 
 
The New Living Translation uses “the Lord of Heaven’s Armies” in place of “the Lord of hosts” as 
other translations do. Christ’s “armies” are His angels in heaven. 
 
(Matthew 16:27) For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He 
will reward each according to his works. 
 
(15) “out of His mouth goes a sharp sword” 
 
Paul says, “the sword of the Spirit … is the word of God” (Ephesians 6:17).  
 
Hebrews describes judgment by the Word of God as sharper than a sword: 
(Hebrews 4:12–13) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things 
are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. 
 
It is the word that God has spoken that will judge the people: 
(John 12:46–48) 46 I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not 
abide in darkness. 47 And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did 
not come to judge the world but to save the world. 48 He who rejects Me, and does not receive My 
words, has that which judges him—the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day. 
 
The introduction to Revelation describes Jesus and includes the same imagery, saying that “out of His 
mouth went a sharp two-edged sword” (1:16).  
 
Jesus is returning to earth as Judge, but His judgment is according to His Word. We have that word 
with us today and our destiny is determined by our acceptance or rejection of it.  



 
(15) “rule [the nations] with a rod of iron” 
 
The psalmist this testimony from the Father (also used in Revelation 2:27 and 12:5): 
(Psalm 2:7–9) 7 “I will declare the decree: the Lord has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, today I have 
begotten You. 8 Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations for Your inheritance, and the ends of the 
earth for Your possession. 9 You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces 
like a potter’s vessel.’” 
 
The ruling here is not a reign that lasts for a prolonged period of time, but an immediate judgment 
against the nations for their wickedness. 
 
(16) “King of kings and Lord of lords” 
 
This title declares the Christ’s absolute power and authority over all humanity, especially those who 
assume positions of authority.  
 
This follows the language elsewhere in Scripture that “all things” will be put “under His feet”: 
(Hebrews 2:8) You have put all things in subjection under his feet.” For in that He put all in subjection 
under him, He left nothing that is not put under him. But now we do not yet see all things put under 
him. 
 
Ellen White on the Second Coming 
 
One of the biggest events in the salvation story that captivated Ellen White's interest throughout her 
life was the second coming of Jesus. She adds so much to our imagination as we anticipate seeing 
Jesus coming with His angels to take us home.  
 
The following is an excerpt from The Great Controversy describing the event: 
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 640–642) Soon there appears in the east a small black cloud, about half 
the size of a man's hand. It is the cloud which surrounds the Saviour, and which seems in the 
distance to be shrouded in darkness. The people of God know this to be the sign of the Son of man. 
In solemn silence they gaze upon it as it draws nearer the earth, becoming lighter and more glorious, 
until it is a great white cloud, its base a glory like consuming fire, and above it the rainbow of the 
covenant. Jesus rides forth as a mighty conqueror. Not now a “man of sorrows,” to drink the bitter 
cup of shame and woe, he comes, victor in Heaven and earth, to judge the living and the dead. 
“Faithful and True,” “in righteousness he doth judge and make war.” And “the armies in Heaven 
follow him.” [Revelation 19:11, 14.] With anthems of celestial melody the holy angels, a vast, 
unnumbered throng, attend him on his way. The firmament seems filled with radiant forms,—“ten 
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands.” No human pen can portray the scene, 
nor mortal mind is adequate to conceive its splendor. “His glory covered the heavens, and the earth 
was full of his praise. And his brightness was as the light.” [Habakkuk 3:3, 4.] As the living cloud 
comes still nearer, every eye beholds the Prince of life. No crown of thorns now mars that sacred 



head, but a diadem of glory rests on his holy brow. His countenance outshines the dazzling 
brightness of the noonday sun. “And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, King of 
kings, and Lord of lords.” … 
     The King of kings descends upon the cloud, wrapped in flaming fire. The heavens are rolled 
together as a scroll, the earth trembles before him, and every mountain and island is moved out of 
its place. “Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence; a fire shall devour before him, and it shall 
be very tempestuous round about him. He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, 
that he may judge his people.” [Psalm 50:3, 4.] 
     “And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the 
mighty men, and every bondman, and every freeman, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of 
the mountains; and said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him 
that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of his wrath is come; 
and who shall be able to stand?” [Revelation 6:15-17.] … 
     Amid the reeling of the earth, the flash of lightning, and the roar of thunder, the voice of the Son 
of God calls forth the sleeping saints. He looks upon the graves of the righteous, then raising his 
hands to heaven he cries, “Awake, awake, awake, ye that sleep in the dust, and arise!” Throughout 
the length and breadth of the earth, the dead shall hear that voice; and they that hear shall live. And 
the whole earth shall ring with the tread of the exceeding great army of every nation, kindred, 
tongue, and people. From the prison-house of death they come, clothed with immortal glory, crying, 
“O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is the victory?” [1 Corinthians 15:55.] And the living 
righteous and the risen saints unite their voices in a long, glad shout of victory. 
     All come forth from their graves the same in stature as when they entered the tomb. Adam, who 
stands among the risen throng, is of lofty height and majestic form, in stature but little below the 
Son of God. He presents a marked contrast to the people of later generations; in this one respect is 
shown the great degeneracy of the race. But all arise with the freshness and vigor of eternal youth. 
In the beginning, man was created in the likeness of God, not only in character, but in form and 
feature. Sin defaced and almost obliterated the divine image; but Christ came to restore that which 
had been lost. He will change our vile bodies, and fashion them like unto his glorious body. The 
mortal, corruptible form, devoid of comeliness, once polluted with sin, becomes perfect, beautiful, 
and immortal. All blemishes and deformities are left in the grave. Restored to the tree of life in the 
long-lost Eden, the redeemed will “grow up” [Malachi 4:2.] to the full stature of the race in its 
primeval glory. The last lingering traces of the curse of sin will be removed, and Christ's faithful ones 
will appear “in the beauty of the Lord our God;” in mind and soul and body reflecting the perfect 
image of their Lord. Oh, wonderful redemption! long talked of, long hoped for, contemplated with 
eager anticipation, but never fully understood. 
     The living righteous are changed “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.” At the voice of God 
they were glorified; now they are made immortal, and with the risen saints are caught up to meet 
their Lord in the air. Angels “gather together the elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven 
to the other.” Little children are borne by holy angels to their mothers’ arms. Friends long separated 
by death are united, nevermore to part, and with songs of gladness ascend together to the city of 
God. 
 
The Second Supper 
 



(Revelation 19:17–18) 17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, 
saying to all the birds that fly in the midst of heaven, “Come and gather together for the supper of 
the great God, 18 that you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, 
the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both 
small and great.” 
 
This invitation to participate in “the supper of the great God” stands in contrast to the previous 
invitation to the “marriage supper of the Lamb.” Rather than being served dinner, the wicked 
become dinner. 
 
(17) “birds … gather together for the supper of the great God” 
 
The birds are symbolic. They must be since no living thing will survive the second coming. This 
imagery of birds feasting on dead bodies comes from the Ancient Near East. It is a description of a 
familiar scene after the defeat of an army in battle. It is a shameful and humiliating thing to have 
one’s body become food for animals.  
 
When Goliath tried to strike fear in the heart of David, he used this language: 
(1 Samuel 17:44) And the Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds 
of the air and the beasts of the field!” 
 
John uses a passage in Ezekiel to write about this event: 
(Ezekiel 39:17–20) 17 “And as for you, son of man, thus says the Lord God, ‘Speak to every sort of bird 
and to every beast of the field: “Assemble yourselves and come; gather together from all sides to My 
sacrificial meal which I am sacrificing for you, a great sacrificial meal on the mountains of Israel, that 
you may eat flesh and drink blood. 18 You shall eat the flesh of the mighty, drink the blood of the 
princes of the earth, of rams and lambs, of goats and bulls, all of them fatlings of Bashan. 19 You shall 
eat fat till you are full, and drink blood till you are drunk, at My sacrificial meal which I am sacrificing 
for you. 20 You shall be filled at My table with horses and riders, with mighty men and with all the 
men of war,” says the Lord God. 
 
Jesus described this part of the second coming in His conversation with the disciples about His return 
to earth. 
 
(Matthew 24:36–44) 36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but 
My Father only. 37 But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 38 For 
as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 
the day that Noah entered the ark, 39 and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, 
so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 40 Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken 
and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left. 42 
Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that if the 
master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not 
allowed his house to be broken into. 44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at 
an hour you do not expect. 



 
Luke recorded Jesus’ explanation of what happened to those who were “taken” by the flood: 
(Luke 17:37) And they answered and said to Him, “Where, Lord?” So He said to them, “Wherever the 
body is, there the eagles will be gathered together.” 
  
The “eagles” in the NKJV is translated in other versions as “vultures” (NIV, ESV, NASB). These are the 
birds that are gathered together at the second coming for the “supper of the great God.”   
 
A Look Ahead to the Final Judgment 
 
(Revelation 19:19–20) 19 And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered 
together to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army. 20 Then the beast was 
captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived 
those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were cast 
alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. 
 
(19–20) “gathered together to make war” 
 
In the narrative of the second coming, John looks forward to describe what happens after the 
millennium. It is then that all the armies of the earth gather under the leadership of Satan and his 
demonic host to make war against Christ. The battle never really begins. Instead, the wicked are 
thrown alive into the lake of fire, thus ending all sin and rebellion. 
 
Back to the Second Coming Description 
 
(Revelation 19:21) And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him 
who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh. 
 
After the brief look forward to what takes place after the millennium, this verse concludes the 
passage on the second supper right after the second coming. 
 
The prophet Isaiah spoke of this day of fire and sword: 
(Isaiah 66:14–16) 14 When you see this, your heart shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish like 
grass; the hand of the Lord shall be known to His servants, and His indignation to His enemies. 15 For 
behold, the Lord will come with fire and with His chariots, like a whirlwind, to render His anger with 
fury, and His rebuke with flames of fire. 16 For by fire and by His sword the Lord will judge all flesh; 
and the slain of the Lord shall be many. 
 
Paul addressed the justice of the time of trouble culminating in the second coming: 
(2 Thessalonians 1:6–10) 6 … it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who 
trouble you, 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from 
heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, 
and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10 when He 



comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe, 
because our testimony among you was believed. 
 
Chapter 20 
 
This chapter describes the 1000 years immediately following the second coming, which ends with the 
final judgment alluded to in 19:19–20.  
 
(Revelation 20:1–3) 1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the 
bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2 He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is 
the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 3 and he cast him into the bottomless pit, 
and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the 
thousand years were finished. But after these things he must be released for a little while. 
 
The apostle Peter wrote about the day of judgment as a 1000 years in his second epistle: 
(2 Peter 3:7–10) 7 But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are 
reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 8 But, beloved, do not 
forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering 
toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. 10 But the day 
of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be 
burned up. 
 
The “day of judgment” is as a thousand years. It begins with the second coming when the wicked die 
by the brightness of His coming and ends with the great white throne judgment and lake of fire.  
 
Satan and his Angels in the Bottomless Pit 
 
(1) “the key to the bottomless pit” 
 
The bottomless pit is the Greek word abussos, which in English is the abyss (many versions of the 
Bible use this word). The pit is bottomless in that it is vast, empty, and void of any living thing. This is 
description of a situation that the demonic host are fearful of. 
 
The legion of demons that possessed a man begged that they wouldn’t be sent to the abyss: 
(Luke 8:28–33) 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, fell down before Him, and with a loud voice said, 
“What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg You, do not torment me!” 29 For 
He had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For it had often seized him, and he 
was kept under guard, bound with chains and shackles; and he broke the bonds and was driven by 
the demon into the wilderness. 30 Jesus asked him, saying, “What is your name?” And he said, 
“Legion,” because many demons had entered him. 31 And they begged Him that He would not 
command them to go out into the abyss. 32 Now a herd of many swine was feeding there on the 
mountain. So they begged Him that He would permit them to enter them. And He permitted them.  



33 Then the demons went out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd ran violently down the 
steep place into the lake and drowned. 
 
In Matthew’s telling of the story they said, “What have we to do with You, Jesus, You Son of God? 
Have You come here to torment us before the time?” (Matthew 8:29) 
 
Clearly the abyss is the place where Satan and his angels will end up. But it is more about the 
situation and not the place that torments them.  
 
Where is the abyss? 
 
Before creation, the earth is described as a vast abyss: 
(Genesis 1:1–2) 1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without 
form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the face of the waters. 
 
Jeremiah tells us that the earth will return to this condition after the coming of the Lord: 
(Jeremiah 4:23–28) 23 I beheld the earth, and indeed it was without form, and void; and the heavens, 
they had no light. 24 I beheld the mountains, and indeed they trembled, and all the hills moved back 
and forth. 25 I beheld, and indeed there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens had fled. 26 I 
beheld, and indeed the fruitful land was a wilderness, and all its cities were broken down at the 
presence of the Lord, by His fierce anger. 27 For thus says the Lord: “The whole land shall be desolate; 
yet I will not make a full end. 28 For this shall the earth mourn, and the heavens above be black, 
because I have spoken. I have purposed and will not relent, nor will I turn back from it. 
 
Jeremiah uses the language of the creation account to describe the earth “at the presence of the 
Lord, by His fierce anger.” It is a desolate, uninhabited place. There will be great destruction with the 
dead lying around everywhere.  
 
Furthermore, this will not be the “full end” (4:27). This is the condition of the earth during the 1000 
years before the final judgment of the wicked. 
 
(1) “a great chain in his hand” 
 
This chain is not literal. It is a chain of circumstances of Satan’s making that brought these 
consequences upon them. 
 
(Jude 6) And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has 
reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day. 
 
Their proper domain was Heaven, which Satan and his angels forfeited in their rebellion. 
 
(2) “He laid hold of the dragon … and bound him for a thousand years” 
 



They will be confined to the earth for a thousand years.  
 
(Isaiah 24:21–22) 21 It shall come to pass in that day That the Lord will punish on high the host of 
exalted ones, and on the earth the kings of the earth. 22 They will be gathered together, as prisoners 
are gathered in the pit, and will be shut up in the prison; after many days they will be punished. 
 
Note especially that their punishment will not be for “many days,” meaning till after the 1000 years. 
Until then, they are kept until the final judgment. 
 
(2 Peter 2:4) For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and 
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment. 
 
This event follows the script in the plan of salvation as symbolized by the fit man that comes to 
banish the scapegoat from the camp of Israel. 
 
(Leviticus 16:8–10) 8 Then Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats: one lot for the Lord and the other 
lot for the scapegoat.  9 And Aaron shall bring the goat on which the Lord’s lot fell, and offer it as a 
sin offering. 10 But the goat on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat shall be presented alive before 
the Lord, to make atonement upon it, and to let it go as the scapegoat into the wilderness. 
 
Jesus is symbolized by the “Lord’s goat.” He bore our sin on the cross and applies the benefits of the 
atonement as our High Priest in the heavenly sanctuary.  
 
How do we know that the scapegoat is not a symbol of Christ? 

1. Grammatic parallel between the two goats. Using the same wording, one goat belongs to the 
Lord, while the other goat belongs to another being. By implication, that being is in 
contradistinction or opposition to the Lord. 

2. Timing of the ritual. The ceremony happens after atonement is completed for the sanctuary, 
thus removing the sin collected there throughout the year.  

3. The scapegoat is not sacrificial. There is no sacrifice of the scapegoat denoting that whatever it 
points to did not give up its life for the sins of another.  

4. Focus on removal/elimination. The scapegoat bears the sin away from the camp. These are 
sins previously atoned for.  

5. Azazel and goat-demons. In the very next chapter in Leviticus (17), the Israelites are warned 
not to offer sacrifices to goat-demons (wild goats). These goat-demons are associated with the 
wilderness in other passages of Scripture (see Isaiah 13:21; 34:14).  

6. Azazel bears the iniquities of God’s people. Not as a Savior, but as a malicious witness and 
accuser of the brethren. It is a command that whoever testifies falsely will receive the 
punishment that would have fallen upon the accused (see Deut 19:15–19). Transferred to 
Satan are the sins of God’s people that he accused them of committing during their lifetime. 

 
Following the atonement made for the sanctuary and altar of burnt offering, the sins having been 
previously transferred to the sanctuary were then transferred to the scapegoat. The scapegoat was 



banished from the camp, symbolizing the removal of sin from the sanctuary and forever from the 
presence of God’s people.  
 
(Leviticus 16:20–22) 20 “And when he has made an end of atoning for the Holy Place, the tabernacle 
of meeting, and the altar, he shall bring the live goat. 21 Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of 
the live goat, confess over it all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions, 
concerning all their sins, putting them on the head of the goat, and shall send it away into the 
wilderness by the hand of a suitable man. 22 The goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities to an 
uninhabited land; and he shall release the goat in the wilderness. 
 
This ritual of placing the sins on the head of the scapegoat symbolizes the assignment of guilt to 
Satan, the originator and instigator of sin. He bears the ultimately responsibility for sin. Through this 
ceremony, the heavenly sanctuary is cleansed from the record of sins and the penalty for sin is born 
by Satan.  
 
The wilderness in this ceremony is a symbol of the bottomless pit in its antitypical fulfillment. Satan’s 
banishment to a desolate earth, the abyss, gives him time to contemplate his rebellion and the final 
judgment to come. The saints live in heaven having their record of sin blotted out forever. 
 
(3) “he … shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more” 
 
By casting Satan and his angels into a desolate earth, they were effectively “shut up” from deceiving 
anyone for 1000 years.  
 
Imagine the torment this will upon them, not being able to tempt or destroy lives anymore. This has 
been their livelihood for over 6000 years. 
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 485) In the typical service the high priest, having made the atonement for 
Israel, came forth and blessed the congregation. So Christ, at the close of His work as mediator, will 
appear, “without sin unto salvation,” to bless His waiting people with eternal life. As the priest, in 
removing the sins from the sanctuary, confessed them upon the head of the scapegoat, so Christ will 
place all these sins upon Satan, the originator and instigator of sin. The scapegoat, bearing the sins of 
Israel, was sent away “unto a land not inhabited;” so Satan, bearing the guilt of all the sins which he 
has caused God’s people to commit, will be for a thousand years confined to the earth, which will 
then be desolate, without inhabitant, and he will at last suffer the full penalty of sin in the fires that 
shall destroy all the wicked. 
 
(3) “after these things he must be released for a little while” 
 
After 1000 years, Satan and his angels will be released. Their release is to again “deceive the 
nations,” but only for a little while (see more below after the 1000 years). 
 
The First Resurrection 
 



This passage of the chapter continues with the context of the first resurrection, before the 1000 
years begin.  
 
(Revelation 20:4–6) 4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to 
them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the 
word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their 
foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 But the 
rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first 
resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second 
death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a 
thousand years. 
 
(4) “thrones, and they sat on them” 
 
The Bible says God’s people will receive a crown: 
 
(2 Timothy 4:8) Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His 
appearing. 
 
(James 1:12) Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will 
receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 
 
Jesus also promised that the saints will reign with Him: 
 
(Revelation 3:21) To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame 
and sat down with My Father on His throne. 
 
This is what Paul was talking about in his second letter to Timothy: 
(2 Timothy 2:11–13) 11 This is a faithful saying: For if we died with Him, we shall also live with Him. 12 
If we endure, we shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us. 13 If we are faithless, 
He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself. 
 
After arguing over who was the greatest, Jesus said they would all receive a throne: 
(Luke 22:28–30) 28 “But you are those who have continued with Me in My trials. 29 And I bestow upon 
you a kingdom, just as My Father bestowed one upon Me, 30 that you may eat and drink at My table 
in My kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 
 
(4) “judgment was committed to them” 
 
As Jesus told the disciples, one of the responsibilities of sitting on the throne is judgment. We can 
understand judgment in four contexts: 

1. God’s decision is just and fair; He has done everything possible to save everyone who was left 
out of heaven. 



2. The inspection of the lives of loved ones who are lost. This investigation will help the saints 
revolve in their minds why they could not be saved. 

3. Sentencing the wicked. It’s important that the judgment of the wicked is done by their peers 
(other human beings). The saints help determine what is fair in sentencing.  

4. Satan and his angels. Open for all to see is the part the angels played in the downfall of billions 
of people and what is just in God’s punishment.  

 
Paul refers to this judgment: 
(1 Corinthians 6:2–3) 2 Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world will be 
judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters? 3 Do you not know that we shall 
judge angels? How much more, things that pertain to this life?  
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 660) In union with Christ they judge the wicked, comparing their acts with 
the statute book, the Bible, and deciding every case according to the deeds done in the body. Then 
the portion which the wicked must suffer is meted out, according to their works; and it is recorded 
against their names in the book of death.  
     Satan also and evil angels are judged by Christ and his people. 
 
(4) “they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years” 
 
The millennial reign of Christ takes place in Heaven after the second coming and resurrection of the 
saints. There are many who are looking for an earthly reign of Christ. This conclusion comes from a 
distortion of the text to force it to fit within the futurist method of prophetic interpretation. This 
theory about Christ’s return has many biblical scholars thinking that the reign of Christ is here on 
earth.  
 
(5) “the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished” 
 
The 1000-year reign of the saints in Heaven occurs simultaneously with the wicked that are dead on 
earth. Some died over the 6000 years of Earth’s history, while others died during the second coming 
of Christ.  
 
(2 Thessalonians 2:8) And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with 
the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 
 
(5) “this is the first resurrection” 
 
This is a concluding statement of the events just detailed, the things that happened following the 
first resurrection at the second coming of Christ.  
 
There are two resurrections: 
(John 5:28–29) 28 Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will 
hear His voice 29 and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those 
who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. 



 
The millennium begins with the first resurrection, which is the resurrection of life: 
(1 Thessalonians 4:16) For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
 
(6) “blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection” 
 
The saints are blessed to take part in the first resurrection. It does not include the resurrection of the 
wicked, which is why there is nothing detailed yet about what will happen to them, except that they 
must wait to live again.  
 
(6) “the second death” 
 
The second death is something the saints will not have to experience. Because it’s spoken of in the 
future, it does not occur at the time of the first resurrection. 
 
In this world we are either born once and die twice or born twice and die once.  
 
This death occurs when the wicked are consumed by the lake of fire (20:14). 
 
(6) “shall reign with Him a thousand years” 
 
The righteous will reign with Christ for a thousand years (see verse 4). The repeating of this fact 
reveals that all the things that take place during the first resurrection have already been stated. 
What follows occurs after the 1000 years.  
 
The Second Resurrection 
 
The following description is about what takes place just after the second resurrection. 
 
(Revelation 20:7–10) 7 Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his 
prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose number is as the sand of the sea. 9 They went up 
on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city. And fire 
came down from God out of heaven and devoured them. 10 The devil, who deceived them, was cast 
into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be 
tormented day and night forever and ever. 
 
(7) “when the thousand years have expired” 
 
This verse shifts the narrative to the disclosing of what transpires after the 1000 years.  
 
(7–8) “Satan will be released from his prison…to deceive the nations” 
 



Satan and his angels are released from the prison of this earth and are given one more opportunity 
to deceive the nations. This means that the second resurrection has taken place allowing this final 
deception to occur. 
 
“This represents the reverse of the binding of the devil at the second coming of Christ. Satan is again 
to be in the position to deceive men, to work his will with them in opposition to God. It was the 
depopulation of the earth that terminated his deceptive work. His loosing will therefore be 
accomplished by a repopulation of the earth, an event brought about by the resurrection of the 
wicked at the close of the thousand years” (SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 7)  
 
(8) “Gog and Magog” 
 
Some biblical scholars remain undecided over whether Gog is a nation or the prince and leader over 
Magog. The latter position is indicated by the text in Ezekiel, which aligns well with this prophecy’s 
last day fulfillment. Magog is a spiritually wicked “nation” that allies itself with other nations to form 
the world’s last confederation against God’s people. In the fulfillment in antitype, these will seek to 
attack the New Jerusalem. 
 
It is possible that Ezekiel’s reference of “Gog” is not a historical figure at all. There has been no 
discovery of a person with this name or anything that might indicate a connection. Gog is a being of 
cosmic proportions, one that commands a coalition of forces gathered from the ends of the earth 
(see Ezek 38–39). He is from the land of Magog (Ezek 38:2), which will ally itself with seven other 
nations (symbolic for all corners of the earth) to march against the people of God at a time when 
they already dwell under His protection.  
 
(Ezekiel 38:8–9) 8 After many days you will be visited. In the latter years you will come into the land 
of those brought back from the sword and gathered from many people on the mountains of Israel, 
which had long been desolate; they were brought out of the nations, and now all of them dwell 
safely. 9 You will ascend, coming like a storm, covering the land like a cloud, you and all your troops 
and many peoples with you.” 
 
Gog and Magog are the last enemies destroyed before all evil is eradicated from the earth. Once the 
New Earth is purified from all traces of sin, it can be re-created for God’s people to inhabit 
throughout eternity.  
 
Notice God’s intentions behind the destruction of the wicked: 
(Ezekiel 39:27–29) 27 When I have brought them back from the peoples and gathered them out of 
their enemies’ lands, and I am hallowed in them in the sight of many nations, 28 then they shall know 
that I am the Lord their God, who sent them into captivity among the nations, but also brought them 
back to their land, and left none of them captive any longer. 29 And I will not hide My face from them 
anymore; for I shall have poured out My Spirit on the house of Israel,’ says the Lord God.” 
 
(8) “to gather them together to battle” 
 



Satan (“Gog”) will rally the inhabitants who are raised in the second resurrection who find 
themselves left outside of the gates of the New Jerusalem. They devised a plan to attack the city in 
hopes of taking it from Jesus and His saints.  
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 664) There are kings and generals who conquered nations, valiant men 
who never lost a battle, proud, ambitious warriors whose approach made kingdoms tremble. In 
death these experienced no change. As they come up from the grave, they resume the current of 
their thoughts just where it ceased. They are actuated by the same desire to conquer that ruled 
them when they fell.  
     Satan consults with his angels, and then with these kings and conquerors and mighty men. They 
look upon the strength and numbers on their side, and declare that the army within the city is small 
in comparison with theirs, and that it can be overcome. They lay their plans to take possession of the 
riches and glory of the New Jerusalem. All immediately begin to prepare for battle. Skillful artisans 
construct implements of war. Military leaders, famed for their success, marshal the throngs of 
warlike men into companies and divisions. 
 
(9) “they… surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city” 
 
The vast army led by Satan surround the city and they prepare to march against it. There is a pause 
in their advance to witness the coronation of Christ to His throne. Once He is seated, He will 
pronounce the sentence upon the wicked for the works they have done. NOTE: The judgment scene 
is described in verses 20:11–12. 
 
(Spiritual Gifts 4, p. 476–479) At the close of the thousand years, Christ again returns to the earth. He 
is accompanied by the host of the redeemed, and attended by a retinue of angels. As he descends in 
terrific majesty, he bids the wicked dead arise to receive their doom. They come forth, a mighty host, 
numberless as the sands of the sea. What a contrast to those who were raised at the first 
resurrection! The righteous were clothed with immortal youth and beauty. The wicked bear the 
traces of disease and death. … 
     Christ descends upon the Mount of Olives, and as his feet touch the mountain, it parts asunder, 
and becomes a vast plain. Then the New Jerusalem, in its dazzling splendor, comes down out of 
Heaven. As it rests upon the place purified and made ready to receive it, Christ, with his people and 
the angels, enters the holy city. … 
     At last the order to advance is given, and the countless host moves on,—an army such as was 
never summoned by earthly conquerors, such as the combined forces of all ages since war began 
could never equal. Satan, the mightiest of warriors, leads the van, and his angels join their forces for 
this final struggle. Kings and warriors are in his train, and the multitudes follow in vast companies, 
each army under its appointed leader. With military precision, the serried ranks advance over the 
earth's broken and uneven surface to the city of God. By the command of Jesus, the gates of the New 
Jerusalem are closed, and the armies of Satan surround the city, and make ready for the onset. 
     Now Christ again appears to the view of his enemies. Far above the city, upon a foundation of 
burnished gold, is a throne, high and lifted up. Upon this throne sits the Son of God, and around him 
are the subjects of his kingdom. The power and majesty of Christ no language can describe, no pen 



portray. The glory of the Eternal Father is enshrouding his Son. The brightness of his presence fills 
the city of God, and flows out beyond the gates, flooding the whole earth with its radiance. 
 
The saints return with Christ to the earth before the New Jerusalem descends from heaven. The 
wicked are raised in the second resurrection while Jesus and His people are still outside the city. It is 
then that Jesus and the saints enter the city and the gates are closed.  
 
(9) “fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them” 
 
It is after the great white throne judgment that the wicked attack the city. It is then that fire will 
come out of heaven to devour them.  
 
(10) “The devil…was cast into the lake of fire…where the beast and the false prophet are” 
 
This is the fire that was never intended for God’s creation. He wanted to save all, but they were not 
willing to be saved.  
 
(Matthew 25:41) “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into 
the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 
 
The beast (Roman Catholic Church) and the false prophet (Apostate Protestantism) will be thrown 
into the lake of fire. This is really speaking about those who have supported these false religious 
systems and have rejected the Law of God.  
 
When reading the account in Ezekiel, it appears that Satan (Gog) will be destroyed in the presence of 
the nations who allied themselves with him (Ezek 39:1–8). 
 
(10) “they will be tormented day and night forever and ever” 
 
The lake of fire brings pain and suffering upon the wicked, but it will not endure forever. Each one is 
punished according to their works, meaning that their punishment will fit their sin. Some burn 
longer, while others very short.  
 
Forever does not mean throughout eternity. The word is descriptive of its subject. For mortal men 
and women, they burn until the fire consumes them entirely. 
 
(Malachi 4:1, 3) 1 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, and all the proud, yes, all who 
do wickedly will be stubble. And the day which is coming shall burn them up,” says the LORD of 
hosts, “that will leave them neither root nor branch.” … 3 “You shall trample the wicked, for they 
shall be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day that I do this,” says the LORD of hosts. 
 
The wicked will be completely consumed by the fire. They will become as ashes on the ground. 
 



(Psalm 37:10) For yet a little while and the wicked shall be no more; indeed, you will look carefully 
for his place, but it shall be no more. 
 
(Obadiah 15–16) 15 “For the day of the Lord upon all the nations is near; as you have done, it shall be 
done to you; your reprisal shall return upon your own head. 16 For as you drank on My holy 
mountain, so shall all the nations drink continually; yes, they shall drink, and swallow, and they shall 
be as though they had never been. 
 
The Final Judgment 
 
The wicked have surrounded New Jerusalem with the saints safely inside. But before they attack the 
city, they are judged according to their works. This is the primary purpose for which they are raised 
in the second resurrection. They must give account to God for the things they did during their life. 
 
(Revelation 20:11–15) 11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the 
earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small 
and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is 
the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were 
written in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up 
the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. 14 Then Death 
and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And anyone not found written 
in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire. 
 
This section steps back to look at this event from the perspective of the judgment. It is a theme that 
we find throughout the Bible. 
 
(Romans 14:10–12) 10 But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your 
brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 11 For it is written: “As I live, says 
the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” 12 So then each of us 
shall give account of himself to God. 
 
(11) “a great white throne and Him who sat on it” 
 
The throne was once in the middle of Heaven’s courtroom seen by Daniel: 
(Daniel 7:9–10) 9 “I watched till thrones were put in place, and the Ancient of Days was seated; His 
garment was white as snow, and the hair of His head was like pure wool. His throne was a fiery 
flame, its wheels a burning fire; 10 a fiery stream issued and came forth from before Him. A thousand 
thousands ministered to Him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court was 
seated, and the books were opened. 
 
This first courtroom scene takes place in heaven before the second coming. In Revelation, the final 
judgment takes place on earth after the throne is moved here permanently. NOTE: Daniel and 
Ezekiel describe the throne as having wheels.  
 



(12) “the dead…standing before God” 
 
The “dead” here are the spiritually dead; the wicked that have been raised in the second 
resurrection. This is the same event described at the close of the seventh trumpet. 
 
(Revelation 11:18) The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come, and the time of the dead, that 
they should be judged, and that You should reward Your servants the prophets and the saints, and 
those who fear Your name, small and great, and should destroy those who destroy the earth.” 
 
Jesus referred to “the dead” as those who did not follow Him: 
(Matthew 8:21–22) 21 Then another of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my 
father.”  22 But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own dead.” 
 
Peter also wrote about the dead from a spiritual perspective: 
(1 Peter 4:6) For this reason the gospel was preached also to those who are dead, that they might be 
judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit. 
 
(12) “another book was opened, which is the Book of Life” 
 
There are three kinds of books. First is the “Book of Life” that contains the names of the saved 
throughout the ages.  
 
Our name written in the Book of Life allows us entry into Heaven: 
(Revelation 21:27) But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an 
abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 
 
Jesus wrote these words to the church of Sardis, but they apply to everyone: 
(Revelation 3:5) He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his 
name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels. 
 
Our names are written in the Book of Life the moment we put our faith in Jesus. He forgives our sins 
and writes our name into His book as one who belongs to Him. Our name remains in the Book as we 
overcome by the blood of the Lamb in the power of Jesus and His grace.  
 
It is possible to have our name removed from the Book of Life, but this isn’t something that God does 
without making every appeal to the sinner to turn from their wicked ways. God told Moses, 
“Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My book” (Exodus 32:33). But this is in after 
many appeals to the people to turn away from their sins and put their trust in Him.  
 
(12) “and the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the 
books” 
 
The other two books are for keeping record of the things we have done, good and bad. The books 
here are the record of wrongs, and there is one for every person who has ever lived. The wicked are 



not written in the Book of Life and their sins were exposed because the blood of Christ did not cover 
them. They are called before the great white throne to give account for what they have done. 
 
Nehemiah wrote about the record book of good deeds: 
(Nehemiah 13:14) Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and do not wipe out my good deeds 
that I have done for the house of my God, and for its services! 
 
This book is referred to as a place to keep record and to remember the good that the Lord did in and 
through their life: 
(Malachi 3:16) Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another, and the LORD listened and 
heard them; so a book of remembrance was written before Him for those who fear the LORD and 
who meditate on His name. 
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 666–673) In the presence of the assembled inhabitants of earth and 
heaven the final coronation of the Son of God takes place. And now, invested with supreme majesty 
and power, the King of kings pronounces sentence upon the rebels against His government and 
executes justice upon those who have transgressed His law and oppressed His people. … 
     As soon as the books of record are opened, and the eye of Jesus looks upon the wicked, they are 
conscious of every sin which they have ever committed. They see just where their feet diverged from 
the path of purity and holiness, just how far pride and rebellion have carried them in the violation of 
the law of God. The seductive temptations which they encouraged by indulgence in sin, the blessings 
perverted, the messengers of God despised, the warnings rejected, the waves of mercy beaten back 
by the stubborn, unrepentant heart—all appear as if written in letters of fire. … 
     Fire comes down from God out of heaven. The earth is broken up. The weapons concealed in its 
depths are drawn forth. Devouring flames burst from every yawning chasm. The very rocks are on 
fire. … The earth's surface seems one molten mass—a vast, seething lake of fire. … 
     Some are destroyed as in a moment, while others suffer many days. All are punished “according 
to their deeds.” The sins of the righteous having been transferred to Satan, he is made to suffer not 
only for his own rebellion, but for all the sins which he has caused God's people to commit. His 
punishment is to be far greater than that of those whom he has deceived. After all have perished 
who fell by his deceptions, he is still to live and suffer on. In the cleansing flames the wicked are at 
last destroyed, root and branch—Satan the root, his followers the branches. The full penalty of the 
law has been visited; the demands of justice have been met; and heaven and earth, beholding, 
declare the righteousness of Jehovah. 
 
(14) “the second death” 
 
This is the definitive statement on the second death. It is an everlasting death wherein those who 
experience it never live again.  
 
(Matthew 10:28) And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him 
who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 
 



The second death also puts an end to death itself. Paul wrote about this in His passage about the 
resurrection: “The last enemy that will be destroyed is death” (1 Corinthians 15:26). 
 
(15) “anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire” 
 
See notes under verses 9–10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


