
A Study in Romans 
Chapter 10 
 
Notes from Peter Okrah on verses 1–4: 
 
Romans Chapter 9 ends with the “present” condition of Israel. It concludes with Paul's 
declaration that his people, Israel, had tried to become righteous before God in the wrong 
way: by relying on their attempts to keep the law. They had refused to come to God by faith in 
Christ. In Romans 9:33, Paul quotes the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 28:16) to show that Christ was 
the "stumbling stone" for Israel, but that all who believe in Him will not be put to shame. 
 
Romans chapter 10 is continuation of chapter 9. In chapter 9, Paul vindicates the 
righteousness of God, showing the justice of his rejecting Israel and taking up the Gentiles, and 
including them along with the Jews and all people, as beneficiaries of the gospel of peace. And 
in chapter 10, Paul stresses the fact that the rejection of Israel as a nation had not affected the 
status of Jews as individuals, who, exactly like all others, are called to enjoy the privileges of 
redemption in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Chapter 10 may be divided as follows: 

• v1–4: The apostle's earnest desire for the salvation of the Jews 
• v5–11: The difference between the righteousness of the law, and the righteousness of 

faith 
• v12–17: The Gentiles stand on a level with the Jews, in justification and salvation 
• v18–21: The Jews might know this from Old Testament prophecies 

 
v1. Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved. 
 
Brethren. Paul frequently uses this expression to show special empathy. Before entering upon 
the painful task of pointing out the failure and guilt of his own people, Paul renews his 
assurance of heartfelt concern for their salvation. 
Desire. “good will,” “good pleasure,” “approval.”  
Paul sincerely longed for the salvation of his fellow Jews. 
Prayer. “petition,” “supplication” “request”, “to want,” “to beg,” “to pray.”  
For Israel.  for those whom had mentioned in chapter 9. 
Might be saved. It is significant that immediately after his discussion of the Jews’ 
rejection of Christ, Paul should pray for their salvation. He did not regard their case as 
hopeless, despite their sinful conduct. If Paul had considered their rejection as the 
predetermined will of God for their destruction, he would not have prayed that they might yet 
be saved. The gospel teaches that “whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved”(v. 13). The gospel is for all people, including the Jews. 
 



v2. For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 
 
I bear them witness. Paul was well able to do this by his own sad experience. He himself had 
once been “more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers” (Gal. 1:14), and thus was 
well acquainted with their misguided zeal. 
Zeal for God. The Jews prided themselves upon their zeal for God and for His law. Paul points 
to a good quality of their zeal first before going on to discuss their failures. He finds in their 
misplaced zeal some ground for encouragement, some hope that if such zeal could be directed 
toward the true way of righteousness, they might yet be saved. 
Knowledge. Denotes a full and thorough knowledge. The Jews were not without knowledge as 
such, but they lacked the true knowledge that could have led them to serve God in the right 
way. They had been specially favored with knowledge about God, but their zeal for Him had 
not been intelligent. Though they knew the writings of the law and the prophets, they had no 
true insight into the meaning of God’s words and works. It became mere fanaticism, and they 
showed more zeal for the form and the letter than for God. 
 
v3. For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God. 
 
This verse explains why the zeal of the Jews was “not according to knowledge.” Had they been 
willing to obey God’s will, they would have come to an understanding of the truth. But they 
refused to submit. 
Being ignorant of God’s righteousness. Paul later shows later in Chapter 10 that this 
ignorance was inexcusable; for the Jews had had every opportunity to become enlightened. 
Seeking. Going about. “to strive for.” 
To establish. “to set up.”  Instead of seeking for God’s righteousness in God’s way, the Jews 
self-righteously relied on their own works. They came to regard the mere performance of the 
sacrifices and ordinances as righteousness in itself, instead of looking to the righteousness of 
the One to whom all these things pointed. Thus, their religion degenerated into a self-
sufficient, self-glorifying formalism. And the more the Jews lost sight of God’s righteousness, 
the more rigorous they became in the observance of these forms for establishing their own 
righteousness. Being religious is not the same as being righteous. Israel’s failure concerned 
righteousness. Although Israel might be commended for her religious zeal, she would be 
condemned for her lack of righteousness. The Jew’s zeal, in their minds, was a zeal for God. 
Paul knew this from his own experience. 
Submitted. “to put oneself under orders,” “to obey”. The Jews prided themselves upon their 
knowledge of God and the divine law, but in actuality they were refusing to conform to God’s 
will. They were not unwilling to submit to God’s commandment to believe on the name of His 
son, Jesus Christ. 
 
v4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 
 



End of the law. This does not refer to the abrogation of the law. Paul is contrasting God’s way 
of righteousness by faith with man’s attempt at righteousness by law. The message of the 
gospel is that Christ is the end of law as a way of righteousness to everyone who has faith. 
 
The word for “end” is better translated as goal. Christ is who the law points to. He is the 
complete manifestation of the law to all who believe.  
 
Righteousness of the Law 
 
Paul continues in the next few verses to contrast the two kinds of righteousness. First, the 
righteousness that comes by the law, and keeping it perfectly. Second, the righteousness that 
comes by faith in Christ and His perfect work in our behalf. 
 
(Romans 10:5–7) 5 For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, “The man 
who does those things shall live by them.” 6 But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, 
“Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down from 
above) 7 or, “‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).  
 
(5) “The man who does those things shall live by them” 
 
The law demands perfect righteousness. All that the law demands must be done or there is no 
salvation. None can be saved because “all have sinned” (Rom 3:23). This does not mean that 
we should not live according to the law as best we can. But our effort to do so must be one of 
cooperation with Christ, allowing His Spirit to give us the strength to do it.  
 
(6) “the righteousness of faith speaks in this way” 
 
Paul is quoting from Deuteronomy: 
 
(Deuteronomy 30:11–14) 11 “For this commandment which I command you today is not too 
mysterious for you, nor is it far off. 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend 
into heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 13 Nor is it beyond the sea, 
that you should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and 
do it?’ 14 But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may do it.”  
 
The two things said are warnings against dependence upon self in the pursuit of 
righteousness. “Do not say…” is not to think that one can receive salvation by ascending into 
heaven to bring Christ down or descending into the abyss to bring Christ up. Christ had already 
descended and ascended, and is “near” to all of us.  
 



While acknowledging Christ, some think to attain righteousness by hearing it and doing it. But 
we can only “do it” by faith in Christ. When He is present in our life, then we can live according 
to His commandments. 
 
Righteousness by Faith 
 
Paul then describes the nearness of salvation to all by faith in Christ. 
 
(Romans 10:8–13) 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your 
heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach): 9 that if you confess with your mouth the 
Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 
10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.” 
12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all 
who call upon Him. 13 For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  
 
(8) “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” 
 
The righteousness of God is not far from anyone now that Christ has obtained it for us.  
 
(9–11) “if you confess with your mouth … and believe in your heart” 
 
It is by confession and belief that salvation becomes a reality.  
 
The confession of a believer is to profess his or her agreement with all that God has declared 
in His word to be true. 
 
Belief is trusting all that God has said He will do. God will never bring shame to anyone who 
lives according to His word.  
 
(12–13) “there is no distinction between Jew and Greek” 
 
Paul’s message here is neither Jew- or Gentile-centered, but Christ-centered. All races and 
ethnicities comprise spiritual Israel, and are saved by faith in Christ. There is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek under the new covenant (historically speaking).  
 
Nor is there exclusion of anyone. While the Lord has moved beyond national Israel—ethnic 
Jews—to champion salvation throughout the world, the gospel is about inclusion. All are 
invited into the family of Israel.  
 
Preaching the Gospel 
 



Paul now emphasizes the importance of Christians to proclaim the gospel. This is the good 
news of Christ and His salvation to all who believe.  
 
(Romans 10:14–15) 14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And 
how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without 
a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful 
are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings of good things!”  
 
(14) “how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?” 
 
It is good to live a holy life, revealing the character of God in all we do. But that is not all the 
Lord asks us to do. People need to know what makes you different. They need to hear that 
Jesus has saved you and changed your life for the better. This is the testimony we are to give 
to those around us. 
 
Faith depends on knowledge. Someone must hear the gospel before they can receive it or 
reject it. The gospel is to be communicated by word of mouth to the hearing of others, who 
then choose for themselves what to do with the information.  
 
(15) “how shall they preach unless they are sent?” 
 
The word preach here is kerusso (kay·roos·so), meaning to proclaim openly something which 
has been done. Sometimes this is formal public proclamation, but other times it is one-to-one 
testimony.  
 
(Luke 9:1–2) Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority 
over all demons, and to cure diseases. 2 He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to 
heal the sick. 
 
As the disciples were sent out by Jesus to preach the gospel, so are we! 
 
(Desire of Ages, p. 822) The Saviour’s commission to the disciples … includes all believers in 
Christ to the end of time. It is a fatal mistake to suppose that the work of saving souls depends 
alone on the ordained minister. All to whom the heavenly inspiration has come are put in trust 
with the gospel. All who receive the life of Christ are ordained to work for the salvation of their 
fellow men. For this work the church was established, and all who take upon themselves its 
sacred vows are thereby pledged to be co-workers with Christ.  
 
(Gospel Workers, p. 351) The leaders in God’s cause, as wise generals, are to lay plans for 
advance moves all along the line. In their planning they are to give special study to the work 
that can be done by the laity for their friends and neighbors. The work of God in this earth can 



never be finished until the men and women comprising our church membership rally to the 
work, and unite their efforts with those of ministers and church officers. 
 
(15) “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach…” 
 
Paul quotes from Isaiah 52. It is helpful to see the entire context of that passage to understand 
how to apply his words to us today. 
 
(Isaiah 52:7–10) 7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good 
news, who proclaims peace, who brings glad tidings of good things, who proclaims salvation, 
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns!” 8 Your watchmen shall lift up their voices, with their 
voices they shall sing together; for they shall see eye to eye when the Lord brings back Zion. 9 
Break forth into joy, sing together, you waste places of Jerusalem! For the Lord has comforted 
His people, He has redeemed Jerusalem. 10 The Lord has made bare His holy arm in the eyes of 
all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
 
The later chapters of Isaiah declare God’s promises to spiritual Israel. Through the remnant, 
the message of salvation will go out to the whole world. All who participate in the 
proclamation of the gospel engage in His ongoing mission and receive the promise that the 
Lord will be with them, “even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).  
 
Israel’s Response to the Message 
 
The gospel was first preached to the Nation of Israel, but was sadly met with unbelief. 
 
(Romans 10:16–21) 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has 
believed our report?” 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 18 But 
I say, have they not heard? Yes indeed: “Their sound has gone out to all the earth, and their 
words to the ends of the world.” 19 But I say, did Israel not know? First Moses says: “I will 
provoke you to jealousy by those who are not a nation, I will move you to anger by a foolish 
nation.” 20 But Isaiah is very bold and says: “I was found by those who did not seek Me; I was 
made manifest to those who did not ask for Me.” 21 But to Israel he says: “All day long I have 
stretched out My hands to a disobedient and contrary people.”  
 
(17) “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” 
 
Faith depends on “hearing the message” with an openness to understanding and acceptance. 
Without an openness to the good news, there is no possibility of benefiting from it. 
 
(18) “have they not heard? Yes indeed” 
 



Paul says that the Jewish leaders heard the message, but it was not with understanding or 
acceptance. They were closed off to it because it did not fit their view of the Messiah’s work.  
 
Note the words Paul uses to describe what they heard. They heard “sound” and “words,” but 
not with any desire to understand. Hearing sounds and words does not mean that someone is 
listening. 
 
(19) “I will provoke you to jealousy … I will move you to anger” 
 
As the message was rejected by the Jewish leaders, it was being accepted by the Gentiles.  
 
(Acts 13:44–47) 44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city came together to hear the word 
of God. 45 But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy; and contradicting 
and blaspheming, they opposed the things spoken by Paul. 46 Then Paul and Barnabas grew 
bold and said, “It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first; but since 
you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the 
Gentiles. 47 For so the Lord has commanded us: ‘I have set you as a light to the Gentiles, that 
you should be for salvation to the ends of the earth.’”  
 
The preaching of the gospel of Christ, and its acceptance by Gentiles, caused them to be 
jealous, especially with the church being built on the foundation of the “law and the 
prophets”—what they believed to be their own sacred writings (Luke 16:16; Rom 3:21). “How 
dare they use our Scriptures to establish this new religion!”  
 
(20) “I was found by those who did not seek Me…” 
 
It was the Gentiles who neither sought Christ nor asked for Him. But they found Him because 
they were open to Christ’s message of salvation. God pursued them through the message of 
the cross of Christ. 
 
(1 Timothy 2:3–7) 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires 
all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one 
Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself a ransom for all, to 
be testified in due time, 7 for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle—I am speaking 
the truth in Christ and not lying—a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


