
A Study in Romans 
Chapter 11 
 
Has God Cast Away His People? 
 
After pointing out in verses 10:20–21 that the Gentiles who did not seek God have now 
discovered Him, and Israel who had God were disobedient and opposed Him, Paul begins to 
bring to a conclusion what it all means with a series of questions.  
 
(Romans 11:1–6) 1 I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For I also am an 
Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not cast away His people 
whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with 
God against Israel, saying, 3 “Lord, they have killed Your prophets and torn down Your altars, 
and I alone am left, and they seek my life”? 4 But what does the divine response say to him? “I 
have reserved for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” 5 Even 
so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 6 And if by 
grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it is 
no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work.  
 
(1–2) “has God cast away His people? Certainly not!” 
 
The answer to whether God has cast away His people, even though they have been 
“disobedient and contrary,” is an emphatic, No! He answers the question in the next verse, 
“God has not cast away His people whom He foreknew.”  
 
This confirms what we already know about God’s plan for His people.  
 
(Psalm 94:14–15) 14 For the Lord will not cast off His people, nor will He forsake His 
inheritance. 15 But judgment will return to righteousness, and all the upright in heart will 
follow it.  
 
(Ezra 8:22) … “The hand of our God is upon all those for good who seek Him, but His power 
and His wrath are against all those who forsake Him.” 
 
The declaration that God did not cast away His people has led to the idea that the nation of 
Israel is still God’s chosen people today. Hence, all the hyperfocus on literal Israel in prophecy. 
This was not what Paul was saying. We know this because he repeatedly said that Israel 
comprised only those who accept Christ by faith.  
 
(Romans 9:6–8) … For they are not all Israel who are of Israel, 7 nor are they all children 
because they are the seed of Abraham; but, “In Isaac your seed shall be called.” 8 That is, those 



who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the children of the 
promise are counted as the seed.  
 
The context and the argument make it clear that Israel continues to be God’s people, but it 
now includes only those who were “not formerly” His people, but have received their 
inheritance by faith in Jesus Christ. NOTE: This is why Paul later in the chapter says that “God is 
able to graft [the Jews] in again” (v23). You cannot be grafted in unless have been “cut out” 
from the tree of Israel.] 
 
(Acts of the Apostles, p. 377) Through unbelief and the rejection of Heaven's purpose for her, 
Israel as a nation had lost her connection with God. But the branches that had been separated 
from the parent stock God was able to reunite with the true stock of Israel—the remnant who 
had remained true to the God of their fathers.  
 
God did not cast away any individual Jews from salvation. With Israel now comprising Jews 
and Gentiles, ethnic Jews can receive their inheritance by faith in the promised Messiah. While 
God is no longer dependent upon the Jewish nation to take the gospel to the world, they each 
have the opportunity to become part of spiritual Israel, the church. 
 
(4) “I have reserved for Myself seven thousand men” 
 
Isaiah calls those who were “reserved” the ones who are “preserved.” These fulfilled their 
calling by welcoming the Messiah (“My Servant”) and spreading His light to the Gentiles.  
 
Paul uses the language of 1 Kings to describe the Jews who remained faithful to God while 
most of the nation forsook Him (which ironically included Paul [Saul] at the time).  
 
(1 Kings 19:18) Yet I have reserved seven thousand in Israel, all whose knees have not bowed 
to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 
 
Elijah was a type of reformer that God would use to rally His last day remnant. While there are 
many who do not remain faithful to God, His final warning message (the loud cry) would be 
preached to the entire world.  
 
(Malachi 4:4–6) 4 “Remember the Law of Moses, My servant, which I commanded him in 
Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments. 5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the 
prophet Before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. 6 And he will turn the 
hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come 
and strike the earth with a curse.”  
 



• The last message to the church is a command to keep the commandments. It is a 
message to Laodicea, who think they have everything together but need the fullness of 
Christ in their life. 

• Turning the hearts of the fathers to the children and children to the fathers is a return 
from their wanderings in the world to the truths of the faith of their forefathers.  

 
John the Baptist was also a type with the same message. He preached the first coming, while 
God’s last day people will preach the second coming of Christ. 
 
(Testimonies 3, p. 61) John the Baptist went forth in the spirit and power of Elijah to prepare 
the way of the Lord and to turn the people to the wisdom of the just. He was a representative 
of those living in these last days to whom God has entrusted sacred truths to present before 
the people to prepare the way for the second appearing of Christ. John was a reformer. 
 
(5) “at this present time there is a remnant” 
 
In referring to the faithful remnant in Elijah’s day, Paul points to the Jews who were faithful to 
the calling of God to receive the Messiah. In their faithfulness to God, they became “a remnant 
according to the election of grace,” joining the Gentiles who were hearing the message for the 
first time.  
 
(6) “if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace” 
 
Grace and works are mutually exclusive as a means of reconciling with God. If it were by 
works, then Christ would not have been necessary for salvation. We are dependent on His 
works, which He then appropriates to all believers by grace through faith.  
 
Blinded by the Light 
 
(Romans 11:7–10) 7 What then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect have 
obtained it, and the rest were blinded. 8 Just as it is written: “God has given them a spirit of 
stupor, eyes that they should not see and ears that they should not hear, to this very day.” 9 
And David says: “Let their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a 
recompense to them. 10 Let their eyes be darkened, so that they do not see, and bow down 
their back always.”  
 
(7) “Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect have obtained it” 
 
Israel is seeking after salvation, but they did not obtain it. The elect did obtain it because they 
believed. They received an inheritance from the only One who had it to give.  
 



Paul understood what was going on more than anyone else. It required divine intervention to 
open His eyes to the truth about Christ and His redemptive mission. Ironically, he was blind 
before Christ, but although physically blinded after meeting Him, his obtained his spiritual 
eyesight and the salvation He sought.  
 
Jesus said to Paul on the Damascus Road: 
 
(Acts 26:17–18) 17 “I will deliver you from the Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, to 
whom I now send you, 18 to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance 
among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.” 
 
NOTE: We need to make sure that we do not fail to obtain the salvation we seek while those 
who are in the world join the ranks of the redeemed who respond to the final proclamation of 
the gospel.  
 
(2 Corinthians 13:5) Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do 
you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified. 
 
(7–10) “the rest were blinded” 
 
What does Paul mean by the rest being blinded? The preaching of the gospel divided Israel 
into two groups. The minority is the “remnant” who obtained an inheritance in Christ; the 
majority was blinded; they were hardened by their own choosing. 
 
He answers this question by using another two passages from Isaiah. These are helpful to 
understanding what happened to the Jewish nation as a whole once they rejected Christ.  
 
(Isaiah 6:9–10) 9 And He said, “Go, and tell this people: ‘Keep on hearing, but do not 
understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ 10 “Make the heart of this people dull, and 
their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, and return and be healed.”  
 
(Isaiah 29:9–10) 9 Pause and wonder! Blind yourselves and be blind! They are drunk, but not 
with wine; they stagger, but not with intoxicating drink. 10 For the Lord has poured out on you 
the spirit of deep sleep, and has closed your eyes, namely, the prophets; and He has covered 
your heads, namely, the seers.  
 
Paul compares Israel of the past with the Jews of his day. Both groups partook of the same 
spirit, hearing the gospel (the first group in a coming Messiah) but unwilling to receive it. In 
effect, the Jews blinded themselves by the wine of their own teaching and practices, which 



corrupted their ideas about the Messiah’s mission to save the world. Instead of receiving the 
light, they received darkness and “a spirit of stupor,” because their heart was hardened.  
 
The Fall is to their Benefit 
 
(Romans 11:11–12) 11 I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall? Certainly not! But 
through their fall, to provoke them to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles. 12 Now if 
their fall is riches for the world, and their failure riches for the Gentiles, how much more their 
fullness!  
 
(11) “have they stumbled that they should fall? Certainly not!” 
 
Paul initially asked whether Israel’s initial rejection of the gospel left them outside of God’s 
kingdom forever. The answer was an emphatic No! And the same answer is given his question 
about the finality of their rejection. In other words, “Did they stumble so far that they fell 
beyond recovery?” 
 
(12) “riches for the world” 
 
The transition of the gospel to the Gentiles did not cut off its previous stewards but opened up 
the news of salvation to the world. Salvation through the Messiah was God’s plan from the 
very beginning.  
 
(Isaiah 49:6) Indeed He says, ‘It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise up 
the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You as a light to 
the Gentiles, that You should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.’”  
 
The “You” in Isaiah 49 is Christ. His mission would not be stopped because of the rejection by 
His people.  
 
(12) “how much more their fullness!” 
 
There is a sequence to these two verses. There is a Jewish rejection, then a Gentile blessing, 
then at last a Jewish blessing. While it was never intended, it became extremely difficult for 
the Jews to receive the Gentiles as members of the family of God (hence the minority).  
 
The Greek word for “fullness” is pleroma, which has either a quantitative or qualitative 
meaning. Because the gospel had been given to the church, the former is correct meaning that 
still a good number of Jews would join the body of believers.  
 
The Jews closed their minds to this possibility because of their false ideas about God’s 
character and His plan for the Jewish people. So, God used their jealousy (v11) to put the 



gospel in reach not only by the rest of the world, but for every Jew that believes in Him. In 
effect, the Jewish nation that had rejected Christ can be saved. 
 
Speaking to the Gentiles 
 
(Romans 11:13–15) 13 For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I 
magnify my ministry, 14 if by any means I may provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh and 
save some of them. 15 For if their being cast away is the reconciling of the world, what will 
their acceptance be but life from the dead?  
 
Paul now specifically addresses the Gentiles who had become direct beneficiaries of the gospel 
due to the failure of the Jewish nation to embrace their Messiah. 
 
(13) “I am an apostle to the Gentiles” 
 
Several times throughout his letters, Paul states that he was sent to preach to the Gentiles. His 
mission was not to go directly to the Jews, but to establish the church of Christ comprised of 
Gentiles (majority) and Jews (minority).  
 
(14) “I may provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh” 
 
As noted previously, the preaching of the gospel to the Gentiles provoked the Jews to jealousy. 
Paul has great hope that this jealously might “save some of them.”  
 
(15) “[Jews] being cast away is the reconciling of the world” and “their acceptance be but life 
from the dead” 
 
Following Paul’s reasoning, the failure of the Jews corporately to accept Christ was a catalyst 
for the reconciliation of the world to God. But because no Jew was lost forever because of 
their initial rejection of Christ, how powerful it would be if they were later to accept Him. It 
would be like “life from the dead”—spiritually speaking. 
 
“Do Not Boast” 
 
(Romans 11:16–18) 16 For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root is holy, so 
are the branches. 17 And if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive 
tree, were grafted in among them, and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness 
of the olive tree, 18 do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you 
do not support the root, but the root supports you.  
 
(17) “some of the branches were broken off, and you … were grafted in among them” 
 



Paul uses this allegory to demonstrate what God did with the two branches. The Jews that did 
not accept Christ were “broken off” while the Gentiles who received Him wholeheartedly were 
“grafted in.”  
 
NOTE: The Gentiles were grafted in “among them,” meaning that there were some Jews who 
were not rebellious and remained faithful to God’s calling.  
 
(18) “do not boast against the branches” 
 
Paul may be doing a bit of scolding of the Gentile Christians in Rome because of their boasting 
and pride in their new position over the nation of Jews that stumbled. Here surfaces what was 
probably one of the basic purposes of the letter to the Romans. Gentiles have become the 
majority in the church at Rome as well as in the church at large. 
 
Grafted to the Olive Tree 
 
(Romans 11:19–24) 19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off that I might be grafted in.” 
20 Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be 
haughty, but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare you 
either. 22 Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but 
toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off. 23 
And they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft 
them in again. 24 For if you were cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and were 
grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, who are 
natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree?  
 
(20) “Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith” 
 
It was unbelief that caused the Jews to break off from the vine. They did not embrace the 
Messiah and His mission to save the world, but instead had an entirely different idea as to 
what he should accomplish. They still do.  
 
God did not want to break them off, but He allowed them to separate themselves from the 
vine, Jesus Christ. This is an important perspective because some people have a difficult time 
thinking that God would sever His connection to the Jewish people. NOTE: There is no 
separate covenant to save apart from a living connection to the true vine.  
 
(John 15:1–6) 1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that 
does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may 
bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 
Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides 



in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not 
abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them 
into the fire, and they are burned.”  
 
(20) “Do not be haughty, but fear” 
 
Paul issues a warning to the Gentiles. It is one of the most serious warnings that exists 
anywhere in the New Testament. He seems to be countering the egotism of the Gentile 
Christians in Rome. It’s as if the attitude that the Jews once had toward them, considering 
them outsiders, was now reversed toward the Jews.  
 
We can learn much from Paul’s warning today. We are never to be “haughty” about our 
salvation in Christ and the truths He has given the church. Just as the Jews were cut off 
because of unbelief, we can also be cut off if we do not continue in our belief. NOTE: This is a 
direct contradiction to the “once saved, always saved” teaching found in many churches 
today. 
 
(22) “consider the goodness and severity of God” 
 
It is important that we never become complacent in our faith, as if our acceptance of Christ as 
Savior in the past will save us in the today, or in the future. Paul admonishes us to keep 
believing, meaning keep trusting in God every day of your life. Only that constant connection 
with the vine—abiding in Christ—will keep us in a saving relationship with God.  
 
(Isaiah 5:1–5) 1 Now let me sing to my Well-beloved a song of my Beloved regarding His 
vineyard: My Well-beloved has a vineyard on a very fruitful hill. 2 He dug it up and cleared out 
its stones, and planted it with the choicest vine. He built a tower in its midst, and also made a 
winepress in it; so He expected it to bring forth good grapes, but it brought forth wild grapes. 3 
“And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge, please, between Me and My 
vineyard. 4 What more could have been done to My vineyard that I have not done in it? Why 
then, when I expected it to bring forth good grapes, did it bring forth wild grapes? 5 And now, 
please let Me tell you what I will do to My vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and it shall be 
burned; and break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.  
 
God is both good and severe, and it is important that we keep this in mind. For those who 
believe in Him there is nothing but goodness. His severity will one day be seen in His judgment 
against unbelievers, and this should motivate us to continue fearing Him with great love and 
respect for who He is—the Almighty God, Creator and Sustainer of all things.  
 
(23) “if they do not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in” 
 



Proof again that there is no separate covenant to save Jews and Gentiles. There is one method 
of salvation for everyone. We are saved only by connecting to the Vine. This is a personal 
decision, not a corporate one. Jews and Gentiles are saved as individuals. By believing in 
Christ, they are “grafted in.” 
 
(24) “olive tree which is wild by nature” 
 
The olive tree that is wild by nature is one that has been infected by sin and is naturally 
rebellious against God. It is contrary to God’s ways and cannot obey Him.  
 
The olive tree that is “cultivated” is the Lord Himself. It is necessary to be connected to the 
cultivated olive tree in order to be saved by the spiritual life that resides in it.  
 
(24) “how much more will these, who are natural branches, be grafted into their own olive 
tree” 
 
It is much easier to graft in those who have already been born and grown up with “the oracles 
of God” (3:2). They are already familiar with and know the history as the people of God, and 
how He has led them in the past. This cannot be said about the Gentiles. 
 
The Salvation of Israel 
 
(Romans 11:25–27) 25 For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this 
mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to 
Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is 
written: “The Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob; 27 
for this is My covenant with them, when I take away their sins.”  
 
(25) “I do not desire … that you should be ignorant of this mystery” 
 
God does not want the Gentiles to be ignorant about what He has done and is doing with the 
Jews as a collective people (ethnically, nationally). There is no room for speculation (i.e. their 
“own opinion”) because God has made it clear that what He is doing is bringing all flesh under 
one banner by faith in Christ. These are the true Israel going forward.  
 
 (25) “the fullness of the Gentiles has come in” 
 
The goal is to bring the believing Gentiles in—that they would be incorporated into Israel. This 
was God’s plan from the beginning. God chose the Jews as His people so that through them all 
nations of the world would hear the gospel call and be saved. 
 



(Ephesians 2:13–14) 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ.  14 For He is our peace; in his flesh He has made both groups into 
one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 
 
God used the hardheartedness of the Jewish people to bring the Gentiles in. There was 
enough conflict between Jews and Gentiles in the church, can you imagine how much more 
difficult it would have been if all the Jews were compelling the Gentiles to obey their laws? A 
significant part of Paul’s material in his letters was devoted to Judaizers who were trying to 
make the Christian faith more “Jewish” in practice.  
 
(Galatians 3:28) There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither 
male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
 
(26) “all Israel will be saved” 
 
“All Israel” is a reference to the newly integrated church comprised of both Jews and Gentiles. 
They were united by faith in Christ. 
 
(John 10:16) And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and 
they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd. 
 
(27) “The Deliverer will come out of Zion” 
 
The “Deliverer” is Jesus Christ. He came out of Zion being born a Jew, “the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, the Root of David” (Rev 5:5).  
 
(Matthew 1:21) “And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will 
save His people from their sins.” 
 
The Irrevocable Calling of God 
 
(Romans 11:28–32) 28 Concerning the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but concerning 
the election they are beloved for the sake of the fathers. 29 For the gifts and the calling of God 
are irrevocable. 30 For as you were once disobedient to God, yet have now obtained mercy 
through their disobedience, 31 even so these also have now been disobedient, that through the 
mercy shown you they also may obtain mercy. 32 For God has committed them all to 
disobedience, that He might have mercy on all.  
 
(29) “the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable” 
 
What are the gifts and the calling of God? It is God’s gifts of grace and His calling to serve Him. 
Paul is saying that although the Jews became “enemies,” the gift of the Messiah for the 



salvation of the world is still in place, along with the gospel call to the Gentiles. Paul viewed 
himself at the forefront of that continuing irrevocable mission as an “apostle to the Gentiles.” 
 
(30–32) “as you were once disobedient to God, yet have now obtained mercy … they also 
may obtain mercy” 
 
God is merciful! He extends mercy to all people that are disobedient. He showed mercy to the 
Gentiles who once lived in disobedience, and He now shows mercy to the Jews who have 
fallen into disobedience.  
 
The Wisdom and Knowledge of God 
 
(Romans 11:33–36) 33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out! 34 “For who has known the 
mind of the Lord? Or who has become His counselor?” 35 “Or who has first given to Him and it 
shall be repaid to him?” 36 For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be 
glory forever. Amen.  
 
Paul concludes this section of his letter with praise to God. 
 
(33) “the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God” 
 
Paul begins by giving two exclamations about God and His plan of salvation.  
 
First, he identifies three attributes of God: riches, wisdom, and knowledge. The salvation we 
receive from Him in Christ are the result of three things: 

1. Riches. God has a wealth of resources to bestow favor upon mankind. His grace is 
sufficient for us and flows from two things that are far beyond our understanding. 

2. Wisdom. God’s dealings with mankind is according to what He see is best. His ways are 
not only right and fair, they are perfect for every situation.  

3. Knowledge. God has foreknowledge of all things, yet He does not predetermine the 
result. He works in ways that He knows will bring about the best possible outcome for 
the salvation of all.  

 
(33) “unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out” 
 
Second, Paul addresses our ability to understand God and His ways: 

• His judgments are unsearchable, meaning that we cannot understand them unless He 
reveals them to us through His word and nature. What are God’s judgments? The 
discernment He has behind His actions. His foreknowledge is perfect. 



• His ways are unfathomable, meaning that even though we see them, the human mind 
cannot fully understand. People looking for understanding will never find it without 
deferring to His wisdom.  

 
(34–35) “who has…?” 
 
He follows the thoughts in verse 33 with three rhetorical questions about God. Each are taken 
from the Old Testament and flow in a reverse chiastic order to the attributes: 

3. “Who has known the mind of the Lord?” (Isa 40:13–14) Knowledge 
2. “Who has become His counselor?” (Isa 40:13–14) Wisdom 
1. “Who has first given to Him and it shall be repaid to him?” (Ps 49:7) Riches 

 
(36) “For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things” 
 
God is the Source of all good things and He alone is deserving of our worship and praise. 
 


